
AN  ORDINANCE  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  HILLTOWN,  BUCKS  COUNTY,

REPEALING  ORDINANCE  N0.  95-4,  REGULATING  AND  RESTRIC'l'ING
OUTDOOR  FIRES

Hilltown  Township  Burning  Ordinance

ARTICLE  1:  PUBLIC  POLICY

It  is  against  public  policy  to  permit  uncontrolled,

unrestricted  outdoor  burning.  The  purpose  of  this  Ordinance  is  to

prevent  needless  public  damage  to  life  and  property  because  of

public  and  private  nuxsances  caused  by  outdoor  fxres  delxberately

or  carelessly  set  and  improperly  maintained.

ARTICLE  2:  DEFINITIONS

For  the  purpose  of  this  Ordinance,  the  following  words  and

terms  shall  have  the  meanings  ascribed  to  them  therein:

a. Contained  Fire

Any  fire  contained  in  an  incinerator,  fireplace  or  cooking

gr'iR.  ar  other  contained  enclosure  desigried  for  outdoor  cooking,

or  a  fireproof  container.

b.  Enforcement

Members  of  the  Hilltown  Township  Police  Department  shall  be

designated  Enforcement  Officers  under  this  Ordinance.  -

C. Fire

Any  fire  set  or  maintained  outside  of  a  building.

d, Person

A-cy  individual,

agency,  firm,  estate

como:te.rcial  entity.

C:i*  Resporisible  Adult

partnership,  organization,  association,

or  corporation,  and  any  other  legal  or

An individual  ]8  years  ar  older  who  is  not  under  the  influence

of  drugs  or  alcohol  or  suffering  from  any  other  disability  which

would  impair  his  or  her  ability  to  properly  supervise  a  fire.
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f. Uncontained  Fire

Any  fire  not  included  in  the  definition  of  a  "Contained  Fire.  "

ARTICLE  3:  GENERAL  LIMITATIONS  ON  BURNING

a. Compliance  with  Ordinance

It  shall  be  unlawful  to  burn,  ignite,

maintain  or  permit  to  burn  any  materials  whatsoever,

nature,  without  complying  wit.h  this  Ordinance.

incinerate,

of  whatever

-  Nothing  herein

fighting  training  by

organi  zations.

shall  be

Township

construed  to  prevent  fire

desxgnated  fire  fighting

b. Public  Roads  and  Public  Properties

No person  shall  set,  start,  feed,  permit  to  burn,  or  maintain

any fire  upon  any  of the  streets  and/or  rights-of-way,  sidewalks,
alleys,  or  public  grounds  xn  Hilltown  Township,  except  where  a

desxgnated  area  has  been  set  aside  or  reserved  for  this  purpose  and

an  appropriate  container  has  been  provided  to  contaxn  such  fire.

C. Safe  Distances

cooking,

line.

It  shall  be  unlawful  to  allow  any  fire,  including

wxthin  an  unsafe  distance  from  any  building  or  property

No  fire  shall  be  set,  started,  fed,  permitted  to  burn,

or  maintained  where  such  fire  may  endanger  any  building  or

property,  except  where  such  building  or  property  is  used  by  the

fire  department  for  training  purposes.

-  Outdoor  fires  shall  be  permitted  only  upon  private

property  and  shall  take  place  at  least  fifty  (50)  feet  from  any

building,  property  line,  or  road  line.

-  Nothing  herein  shall  be  deemed  to  prohibit  indoor  cooking

activities  provxdxng  that  reasonable  safeguards  are  maintained.

Cooking  grills  may  be  less  than  twenty  (20)  feet  from  a

building  providing  that  reasonable  safeguards  are  maxntaxned.

No  fire  shall  be  permitted  to  burn  that  produces  smoke

which  interferes  with  the  navigation  of  aircraft  xn  the  vicinity

of  the  Philadelphia  Glider  Council.

d. Control  of  Burning  and  Unattended  Fires

-  No  fire  shall  be  allowed  to  burn  unattended  without  a

responsible  adult  being  present  at  all  times  and  without  readily

avaxlable  fire  extinguishing  apparatus.
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-  No  fire  shall  be
ex!:reme  weather  conditions
placed  into  effect  by  the
competent  governmental  body.
any  and  all  outdoor  fires
ca.rcumstances  make  such  fires

permitted  to  burn  whenever  drought  or

exist  or  when  a ban  on burning  has  been
Cornrnonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  or  other

The  Board  of  Supervisors  may  prohibit
when  atmospheric  conditions  or  local

hazardous.

No fire  shall  be set  that  results  in  uncontrolled  burning
of  vegetation  (field  fire)

Outdoor  fires  shall  be  contained  in  a  non-combustible
coritainer,  covered  with  a wire  screen  of  one-half  inch  or  smaller
mesh,  or  in  other  suitable  non-combustible  container,  except  for

fires  of  leaves,  brush,  and/or  natural,  untreated  wood  which  need
not  be  confihed  to  or  covered  by  a  non-cornbustible  container.

Prior  to  a  planrxed  open  burn  of  leaves,  brush,  etc.,
person  must  notify  the  Hilltown  Township  Police  Department  at  215-
4!)3-6000,  extension  226,  Monday  through  Friday,  between  the  hours

of  8:00AM  and  4:00PM,  or  at  215-453-6011  after  hours  and/or  on
weekends.

e.  Extir.gvishing  Unsafe  Fires

It  is  a  violation  of  this  Ordinance  for  any  person  to  allow
any  :ffire  'i:c burn  uiider  adverse  weather  conditions  or  unsupervised,
or  otherwise  in  an  iansafe  manner.  Any  such  fire  may  be
bxtinguished  By an official  of  the  Township  designated  fire  company
ar  extinguislied  irmnediately  upon  request  of  such  officials.

f. Hours

No  person  shall  burn  or  cause  to  be  burned  any  paper,
bcxes,  rubbish,  leaves  or  any  other  kind  of  substances,  nor  shall
axiy  person  ar  persons  set  or  maintain  any  uncontained  fire,  or  burn
mat.erial  of  any  kind,  outdoors,  anywhere  in  the  Township  of
Hilltown  between  sunset  and  sunrise.

Ccntained  fires  shall

biat-waen  the  ncarS  Of  1 :OOAM  and
not  be  permitted  to  burn  or  smolder

5 : 00AM.

Recre;itional  fires  using  natural,  untreated  wood  and
con'rairiing  a  fael  source  of  no more  than  eight  (8)  cubic  feet  are
per:ri.titted  at  amy  time  so  long  as  they  comply  with  all  other
oravisxoris  of  this  Ordinance.

Tiawful  and  Unlawful  Substances

Burn.ing  of  any  organic,  non-manufactured  product  is
permittec3  E',O long  as they  comply  with  all  other  provisions  of  this

-  Burning  of  construction  debris,
rro.ar'iufacturing  and  processing  operations,

plastics,  byproducts  of
wastes  from  cornrnercial
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-  Noth.ing  he:i:ein  shail  be construed  to  permit  or  encourage
the  burning  of  any  substances  determined  by  the  Comrnonwealth  of
Pennsylvania  or  the  Unit-ed  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency
to  be  a  hazardous  substance;  nor  shall  any  fire  be  permitted  to
burn  by  any  person  if  such  burning  is  in  violation  of  the  Air
Pcti-ation'Co:atrcil  Ac+= or  cf-her  Legislataon  of  the  Cornrnonweai.th  of
Pennsy.-va.nia  or  the  Unj.te(j  St8teF,  O'f Amer.i.ca  or  ahy  c>ther  compe't=.en'!:.
bi:+dy.

!'iTo garbage  Or  off:al  :inay  l-ie  burrieci  at  any  ti.me  ejllier  '
j.lld00i7S  Or  Ol.lfC'OOrS  -

ma'r.erials.
Fires  srial3  '.!:ie t',;sd  t':iniy  'io  'i.:ii:trn  raaa,ily  ccmbi:stibla

h. Special(,'ira.:.umstancee..i

In  the  event  that.  :'it  is  necessary  to  have  an unconta.ined  fire

of  a size  and/or  at  times  other  than  permiited  under  this
Ordinance,  special  permission  must  be obtained  in  advance  from  the
Hilltown  Township  Board  of  Supervisors.  In  the  event  any  fire
company  .j.s  required  to  respond  't=.o a  fire  which  violates  the
provisions  of  tbis  Ordir:i.arice,  a servjce  'eee  may  :be  levie6  by  the
respoadxng  fia re  ccmpariy  -

ART  ]-. (.'LE  4 '- EN':E"OR('.E!'4E'N'I'

a. Sanctions

Any  persori,  whether  a+,i prirxa'iple  or  agent,  who  violates  thjs
Ordiriance  or  assxsts  or  abets  xts  violatiori,  shall  upon  conviction
tnereof,  before  any  Maqistrat:e,  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  not

less  than  Fjfty  ('350.00)  !)o2..lars,  nor  more  than  Five  Hundred
(!>500.00)  Dollars,  together  with  the  costs  of  prosecution,  and  in
default  of  the  payment  of  said  fine  and  costs  shall  be  cornrnitted
to  the  Bucks  County  Prison  for  a  period  not  exceeding  thirty  (30)

days.  Each  violation  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense,  for
which  a  sumrnary  conviction  may  be  sought.

b.  Equi':.able  and  Other  Remedies

No  penalt.y  herein  shall
this  Orduiance  by  equitable,

prevent  the  Township  from  enforcing
i.rr)unctive  and  other  remedies.

C. Liability

The  Tawnahip  of  Hilltowri  and
represent.atives,  shal-L  n.ot,  under  any
responsi):sle  for  6am.ages  ca.'ased  to  any
of  the  provisians  of  t.his  Ordinarice,
of  any  burning  activity  iri  compliance
of  thxs  Ordinance.  The  individual

its  agerits,  officials,  and
circumstances,  be  liable  or

person  or  property  by  reason
or  by  reason  of  the  conduct

with  the  terms  and  provisions
person  or  party  responsible  for



All  Ordinances  or  parts  of  Ordinances  which  are  inconsistent,
herewith  are  hereby  repealed.  Specifically,  Ordinance  #95-4  is
hereby  repealed.

of  July,  1996.


