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changes to the facility to eliminate the backup noises at much as they can but to continue to still
do what they need to do. Therc are a number of other ideas including removing the vegetation
along Quarry Road and put a berm up but he does not believe that would solve the problem.
Taking the vegetation away would be more detrimental. They have to make an assessment for
the appropriate next step. They need to get more measurements within the quarry, within the
range between the shop and the property line on Quarry Road to get an idea where it is elevating
to find the best possible place to do something. Supervisor Mcllhinney suggested muffling the
sound that is coming out of the vehicles temporarily but Mr. Drumbore stated that is not the best
option if something should happen. Supervisor Bennington asked about the number of noise
complaints have been received since 2005. Mr. Drumbore stated no noise complaints have been
received from 2005-2014 regarding backup alarms. There were no backup complaints from the
previous homeowner at that location. Supervisor Groff applauded Mr. Drumbore for trying to do
somcthing and not ignore the problem. Mr. Drumbore said the next stcp is to get more data
points between Quarry Road and the shop. Mr. Barnes apologized for the trouble and stated that
Mr. Drumbore is corresponding with him and not ignoring the problem. He has been sending
updates. There has been some relief for a week and then it continues to happen. He stated that
muffling sounded like a good idea but if OSHA says “no”, safety is always first. It was noted
that OSHA will not allow a strobe either. Supervisor Bennington stated for Mr. Drumborce to
continue to monitor and bring a progress report to the next meeting in two weeks.

b) Road Reconstruction/Road Equipment Proposal — Township Manager, Richard
Schnaedter discussed the numerous roads that are in desperate need of paving or patch paving
due to the extremely bad winter. He estimated the amount that would be nccessary to make a
substantial dent in the road repairs is $150,000.00 and asked if the Board would authorize those
funds for the following roads: Mill Road - two sections, Keystone Drive at Fairhill, Cherry
Road, Cherry Drive, Cherry Lane, Clearview Road, Schultz Road, Swartley Road, Parts of
Rickert Road, and Upper Church Road. The road department would complete the paving and
patch paving in-house and the material would be purchased under Costars. Director of Public
Works, Tom Buzby was in attendance to answer questions. He stated the large amount of salt
that was put down this winter dried out a large amount of the asphalt. He could put a substantial
dent into the program. Something has to be done to the roads or they will losc them. [f they are
overlayed properly, they will go another 7 — 10 years before something has to be done to them.
Supervisor Bennington questioned if any notification from PeanDot has been received in regards
to repairing Church Road and Mr. Buzby has not received any notification as of yet. Township
Treasurer, Lorraine Leslie, confirmed that the funds are available. Motion was made by
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its real and reasonable cost and the other case stated that a fire company could not bill for its real
and reasonable costs under the theory of “unjust enrichment”. Solicitor Harris stated it is his
opinion that the fire companies do not have the power to adopt the Ordinance, and, while he is
quite sympathetic to the issue, he got in touch with Representative Barrar, who is currently
pushing a state statute to authorize such an Ordinance. Solicitor Harris stated his opinion is that
until that state statute there is no authority for an Ordinance. Chairman Mcllhinney stated that
Solicitor Harris is the second solicitor that has given that opinion and he is not sure that it is
worthwhile for the Township peint of view to spend time, money and effort on something that
they have been told that is not legal, the Township insurance, DVIT, will not stand behind the
Township with this liability and suggests that supplementary insurance is taken just in case any
unforeseen problems arise out of fires and billing as such. The Township should not be part of
something that 1s not legal. If the State permits it, then they can go ahead and pass the
Ordinance. Mr. Gallagher questioned if it is not legal, how come almost every municipality
around has the Ordinance. Chairman Mcllhinney stated that Representative Barrar knows that it
is not legal and that is why he is pursuing it. He wants to make sure the taxpayers of the
Township are protected and if anything comes out of this, the two individual supervisors who
vote for it are liable for it and not the Township. Mr. Gallagher clarified that the fire companies
bill the insurance companies and if there no coverage, they get nothing. If the coverage has a
limit, then that is what they take. What the insurance company give them, they take. All they
want to do is to recover the costs of the materials that they use and the wear and tear on the
vehicles. Supervisor Bennington clarified that if the insurance company does not pay, the
homeowner does not get billed by the fire companies. Solicitor Harris stated, with fairness to
Chairman Mecllhinney’s position, both of the law suits that Mr. Gallagher sited were brought by
homeowners that were billed and they were challenging their right to be billed. Mr. Gallagher
stated the fire companies, under any conditions, are not billing homeowners and that can be
written in the Ordinance along with what the Township wants the fire companies to do and not to
do. Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, to authorize Solicitor Harris to draft an
Ordinance, covering the billing for the fire department with input in regards to not billing the
homeowner and other various pieces from the Souderton and Perkasie Ordinances that werc
discussed. Supervisor Groff, Manager of the Hilltown Water and Sewer Authority, stated they
have supported the fire companies sincc day one. He has two men who work with him that run
with Silverdale and one that runs with Quakertown as well. He is in 100% favor of getting
something adopted in order to move this forward. He stated he is in favor of Chairman
Bennington’s motion with the item that input from DVIT gets put in the motion as well. Draft
something up to they can take a Jook at and please keep Chairman Mcllhinney in the









