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5. ENGINEERING: Mr. C. Robert Wynn. Township Engineer —

a) Mill Road Bridge Replacement Project & Agreement — Mr. Wynn stated that the
Mill Road Bridge Replacement project is on “winter hiatus” and work has been stopped for some
time, the pumps have been removed, and the stream has been filled up and is frozen. Mr. Wynn
provided a copy of Invoice #1 Progress Release Request from McCormick Taylor in addition to
payments to Blooming Glen Contractors with the contract of $601,000. There is also a contract
the Township executed with McCormick Taylor for contract administration and inspections in
the amount of $96,318.92. Mr. Wynn also stated that these invoices are 95% paid by PennDot.
Lorraine submits the invoices to PennDot and does not pay the invoice until she receives the
money. The Township pays 5% of the invoice. No action is needed at this time from the Board.
Supervisor Mclihinney questioned if the extremely cold weather would affect the northem
abutment wall that was poured and not backfilled. Mr. Wynn stated the footer is backfilled but
not the back of the wall.

b) Neshaminy Creek Sediment Reduction Plan for Municipal Implementation — Mr.
Wynn provided copies of the second draft of the Neshaminy Creek Sediment Reduction Plan for

Municipal Implementation which is being prepared by the Bucks County Planning Commission
for all the municipalities within the Neshaminy Creek Watershed and is being prepared like a
comprehensive plan to assist municipalitics with Neshaminy Creek in both Bucks and
Montgomery County with the NPDES requirements to reduce sediment floating within the
watershed. It covers many different sub watersheds two of which are within Hilltown Township.
The two studied are the ones that include the area that drains toward the flood dam along 309 and
also the area of Berry Brow Development. No action is required at this time. Mr. Wynn stated
he received the third draft of the plan and will provide additional information before the next
Board meeting. Eventually the Bucks County Planning Commission desires that all the
municipalities endorse the plan, officially, to assist the Neshaminy Creek Watershed, in its
entirety, on receiving possible grants for sediment reduction. This will be done by resolution.
Supervisors Groff stated many of the implementations that they are looking to do is currently
being done in Hilitown Township. Mr. Wynn stated the Township, with Board approval, will
need to submit a specific plan to reduce sediment within the Township. The plan could possibly
change each year. The new NPDES permit requires the plan to be submitted in the first year and
a report in the third and fifth year.
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7. NEW BUSINESS

a) ZHB Application — Elizabeth Nicholas — Zoning Officer, Dave Taylor, stated that
the applicant has retained an approximate seven acre parcel from the Berry Brow Subdivision. It

contains a single family dwelling and several barns that has been used as a mini storage. The
barn has about 25 bays and assumes that each bay is rented out. The Nicholas family intends to
sell the property and asked to have the use endorsed. Mr. Taylor stated that he refuses to do this
because the record plan contains notes specifying the lot is to be a single family dwelling lot and
is deed restricted from further subdivision. The Nicholas family is requesting that the Zoning
Hearing Board recognize the non-conforming use and/or are asking for a variance for that use.
Mr. Taylor feels, as Zoning Officer, that the Zoning Hearing Board does not have jurisdiction on
the matter and the note on the plan is a contractual deed restriction on the lot. Solicitor Harris
stated that they are allowed to ask for a variance but the Zoning Hearing Board does not have the
power to interpret. Solicitor Harris stated that the Board of Supervisors can let the Zoning
Hearing Board decide the matter or have representation at the Zoning Hearing Board hearing and
take a position that it is a single family lot and it should remain that way. Supervisor Mcllhinney
questioned that if the property is allowed to be used as a mini storage, could the owner knock
down the barn and open it all up to a mini storage. Solicitor Harris stated that there are rules in
the Zoning Ordinance that states when a non-conforming use is taken down, there are limitations
on your ability to put it back in place. After discussion, it was determined the Board of
Supervisors will send Solicitor Harris to the Zoning Hearing Board hearing to state that they
support the variance and the buildings cannot be torn down, replaced, etc.

8. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bennington requested the Manager to schedule a meeting of the fire
panel to discuss issues with the fire companies.

2. Supervisor Bennington received a complaint about geese and questioned if
anything could be done. Manager Schnaedter stated that he talked with someone about geese
and the person was not interested in the several remedies that were suggested.

3. Supervisor Bennington discussed both the Park & Rec Board and the Open Space
Board that was put in limbo. The combined Park & Rec/Open Space Board was put in limbo.
There is an Easter egg hunt coming up in April and the Fall Festival coming up in the fall and
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the leaf collection dates on the website and discuss it with the Road Superintendent in regards to
timing and equipment and report back to the Board.

4, Rick Lambrecht, Goldenrod Court, stated, in regards to the previous comments
concerning the leaves, it was in November and everyone’s leaves were piled up on their lawn
filling into the curb and that is where they remained during a snow storm right after
Thanksgiving. Publishing tentative leaf pick up dates would be appreciated. Also, he was a
member of the original Park & Rec Board fifteen years ago when there was a separate Open
Space Committee. There was never any problem with the Open Space Committee — they were a
recommending body only and never involved in discussing money or privacy issues with the
residents. They were two separate committees and it was decided to merge the two. e
remained on the merged committee and open space was never discussed. There was no plan and
no communication. Supervisor Mcllhinney stated recommendations were coming to the Board
in regards to certain parcels and, at that time, the combined Park & Rec Board/Open Space
Committee were not interested in Park & Rec but very interested in Open Space. Rick requested
to know who made the Open Space recommendations at that time that Supervisor Mecllhinney
was referring to. The Committee asked Bill Wert to provide them with a list of properties that
were under consideration but it was never received. Supervisor Mcllhinney stated that the
Township established that thirty acres was the minimum they wanted to look into for Open
Space purposes so there was no reason to accept applications if someone was coming in with a
five acre, six acre, or eight acre parcel. They weren’t considering those applications because it
was not the policy. The policy is still thirty acres and that may change or may not change. Rick
stated that they were never shown any applications or documents which showed which people
were interested. Supervisor Bennington stated that the Board worked very hard for the Open
Space referendum to pass back in the 1990°s and was under the assumption that an Open Space
Committee would be pro-active and would find residents properties that the Township could buy
or buy the development rights for. He stated that the Park & Rec Board and Open Space
Committee should not have been combined. He feels that the Board should be re-implemented
to see what is out there if anything. If there is nothing out there, then maybe the tax should be
suspended or get rid of it all together. Supervisor Groff stated it needs to be discussed and that
maybe keep the tax in place but take it to “zero” for a while until the Township figures out what
to do with the money they have.






