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advised that the Township policy at present is to kecp applications on file [or up to a year,
and until such a time as that policy changes at the direction of the Board of Supervisors, it
would remain in place. Supervisor Egly agreed with Supervisor Manfredi. A lengthy
discussion took place. It was detcrmined that the applicants who had previously applied
for the vacancies on both the Planning Commission and the Zoning Hearing Board would
be considered without having to rcapply, and that the policy concerning retaining
applications for up to one year would be considered by the Supervisors in the future.

0. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Peter Berthold, PcnnDot, Re: Ri. 152 Bridge by S. Perkasie Road —
Mr. Lippincott announced that Mr. Berthold would be in attendance at the March 22,
2004 Supervisor’s Meeting.

2. Mrs. Jackie Walker — Stone Ridge Farm Bed and Breakfast — Mrs. Walker
had spokcn to the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors in the past
concerning the possible creation of a Barn Usc Ordinance for Hilltown Township. She
encouraged the Board to once again consider the creation of such an Ordinance.
Recently, her neighbor demolished a barn on her property, which Mrs. Walker bclieves
would not have happencd had a Barn Use Ordinance been in place, specifying various
options for use of that historic structure.  Mrs. Walker would like to see the continued
use of buildings such as bams that no longer arc used for their original purpose.
Supervisor Manfredi reminded Mrs. Walker that most barns are located in residential
areas, and if the proposed activity to go on in a bam would bc an accessory to a
residential arca, it would make sense. However, if a mechanical contractor, for instance,
wished to placc that type of use into an exiting barn, it would not be appropriatc for a
rcsidential area. Mrs. Walker agreed that therc should be certain uses or activities
prohibited for barns, but there are plenty of reasonable uses that would be appropriate.
Discussion took place.

Mrs. Walker’s neighbor, Sarah Alexander of 729 Duhlin Road, recently demolished a
barn on her property because it was too cost prohibitive to repair. However, Ms.
Alexander believes that if she had been motivated with another option available for using
the barn, she would have considered saving the structure. Ms. Alexander would
wholeheartcdly support a Barn Use Ordinance being established in the Township.

Public Comment:

1. Mr. Mark Funk of Broad Street has an old barn on his property that he would likc
to be able to use for more than storing hay and tractors. He feels Mrs. Walker’s
suggestions arc good ones and feels her proposal is an exccllent 1dea.
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Lippincott notcd that the Township is beginning to inspect the quarry sites on a monthly
basis at this time.

Mr. Godck has lived across from the Skunk Hollow Quarry for many years, and has
noticed considerable damage to his home, including cracks in the ceiling and foundation,
twisting of the joists, separation of joists, etc. ~Mr. Godek has been told by
represcntatives of the H & K Quarry (hat vibrations caused by blasting at the Skunk
Hollow Quarry do not affcct buildings, however that is ohviously not the case. In 2003,
the insurance company who has provided homeowner’s insurance for Mr. Godek’s home
since he moved in, advised that they will no longer cover subsidence. Most recently,
blasting that took placc on Ash Wednesday greatly affected his home. Mr. Godek asked
what thc Supervisors intend to do to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the
residents of this Township. Chairperson Bennington asked if Mr. Godek has notificd H
& K of the recent blast damage he spoke of, and Mr. Godek replied that he did not. He is
informing the Supervisors now, through this puhlic forum, so that it is on rccord. Over
the years, Mr. Godek has repeatedly madc the Township aware of quarry blasting damage
that has occurred to his home, and has been documenting and gathering evidence to
support his claims, and he just wishcs to make it publicly known.

T. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS: None.

U. PRESS CONFERENCE: A confercnce was held to answer questions of those
reporters present.

V. ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Supervisor
Manfredi, and carried unanimously, the March 8, 2004 Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors Worksession meeting was adjourned at 9:50PM.

Respectfully submitted,

I.-j«'rhlda Seimes
Township Secretary
(*These minutes were transcribed from notes and tape recordings taken by Mrs. Lotraine

E. Leslic, Township Treasurer)



