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HILLTOWN TOW"NSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION :MEETING 

Monday, October 13, 2003 
7:30PM 

The regularly scheduled worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board · of 
Supervisors was called to order by Vice-Chairperson Kenneth B. Bennington at 7:32 PM ·
and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Also present were: 

... 

John S. Bender, Supervisor 
George C. Egly Jr., Supervisor 
Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager 
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor 
David W. Taylor, Code Enforcement Officer 
Thomas A. Buzby, Director of Public Works 
Christopher Engelhart, € hief of Police 
Lorraine E. Leslie, Township Treasurer 

Vice-Chairperson Bennington annoW1ced that the Board met in Executive Session prior 
to this meeting in order to discuss personnel, real estate and legal matters concerning the 

. Quarry. 
:·• 

A. PUBLIC COM:MENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: None 

Vice-Chairperson Bennington commented that George C. Egly Jr. was appointed to the 
Board ·of Supe.rvisors at the last meeting which ,vas held on September 22, 2003. Mr. 
Egly took office the next day, September 23, 2003. Vice-Chairperson Bennington invited 
Supervisor Egly to make a public comment. 

Supervisor Egly wished to thank all those who have contacted him and offered th~ir 
. support. He also wished to thapk: the Board of Supervisors for appointing hi.in to ·this 

position. 
>" ··-·-

B. REORGANIZATION OF Tiffi:BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - Vice-Chairperson 
Bennington announced that due to the departure of Mrs. Snyder there is a vacancy for the 
Chairperson's position. Motion was made by- Supervisor Bender> seconded .by 
Supervisor Egly, and canie<l: unanimously to appoinC-Kenneth B. Bynnington as 
Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors. 

Chairper~on Bennington stated that there is now a vacancy for the position of Vice:. 
Chairp~rson of the · Board of Supervisors. Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, 
seconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried unanimously to appoint Supervisor 
Bender as Vice-Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors. 

- - ·: -'_1_ ~-. -·· ...... ~. :· -. -- -~ •. - - --. •• 
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C. APPROVAL OF MINU1ES - Action·on the minutes of the August 25, 2003 
. Board of Supervisor's Meeting. Supervisor Egly referred the Board to page 13; . 

The PAC meeting is scheduled for September 25, 2003 at the Bue~ County 
Community College at 7:30PM. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bender,· and 
canied unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 25, 2005 Board of 
Supervisor's Meeting with the above noted corrections. There was no public comment. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bender, and 
earned unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 22, 2003 minutes of the 
Board of Supervisor's Meeting as written. There was no public comment. 

D.. • APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING: Chairperson Bennington presented the 
Bills , List. c;lated October 14, 2003, with General Fund payments in the amount of 
$422,392.37 and State Highway Aid Fund payments in the amount of $12,929.75; for a 
grand total of all payments in the amou.qt of $435,322.12. 

Vice-Chairperson Bender asked if all .the bills, thirteen in all, from Armour and Sons, 
were all · for repairs or if some of that billing was for maintenance contracts. · -Mrs. 
Lprraine Leslie, Township Treasurer respon~ed that all bills were for repairs to traffic · 
·lights.. . . '-1 , • .r 

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bender, and 
c~ed ,unanimously to approve ~he Bills Li~t c,lated October 14, 2003. _There .was no 
·public commel).t. ·, -, .;. , .. · 

. 
E. TREASURER'S REPORT: Chairperson Bennington presented the Tre~surer's . 
Report wjth the following balan~es as of September 30, 2003. !.-, 

- -~. -..... - -- .. 

.- General Fund Checking 
. , Payroll Checking 
· General Reserve Fund 
Open Space Fund 

. . , Fire Fund Checking 
. Debt Service Checking 

State Highway Aid Checking 
Escrow Fund Checking 
Capital Projects Fund 

$. 216,520.90 
$ . 179.6~ 
$ 4,597.60 . · 
$ 415,749.38 
$ . 66,424.87.- " 
$ 240,356.56 
$ 199,867.1.4 
$ 998,622".23 
$ 240,515.48 
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Motioµ was made _by Supervisor Egly, s~conded by Vice-Chairperson · :Bender, and 
carried unanimously to approve the Treasurer's Report dated September 30, '2003, subject 
to audit. There was no public comment. · 

F. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT-Mr. Thomas A. Buzby.Director of Public Wotks
Mr .. Buzby presented the Public .Works Report for .the period of August 10, 2003 to 
October 11; 2003; a copy of which is on :file·at the Township office. · 

Mr. Buzby advised the Board of Supervisors that the salt bids have been received through 
the Bucks County Consortium. _Bid r~s.ults are as follows: . . . 

International Salt Company 
Cargill Inc91J}qrated 
Eastern Salt Comp@y 

.· ; . 

• 
$33.81 per ton 
$38.65 per ton 
$45.00 per ton 

· Mr. Buzby recommended that the Board accept the bid of International Salt Company. 
Chairperson Bennington asked whether this ]?id is for salt, delivered . .Mr. Buzby advised 
the Board that this was a delivered price. ' 

i ' 

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice,.Chairperson Bender, and 
carried unanimously to accept the low bid of International Salt Company of $33.81 per 
ton; delivered. There was no public comment. · ·· · ' : · · 1 

• • 

Vice-C},larrperson Bender asked whether the remainder of the work on the demolition of 
the .9ld Main.tenance Buil<;li.ng was pla.PD.ed out for the' temairider of the· year. · :Mr. Buzby 
advised the Board that demolition ·of the old strt.Icture would begin on Monday; October 
20, 2003f _,_ · 

G. POLICE REPORT ..,.. Chief Chnstopher Engelhart .; Chief Engelhart presented the 
Police Report for the month September 2003; copies of which are on file at the To'Wllship 
office. 

Mrs. Marilyn Teed of Mill R~ad commented . that she happened to be traveliilg .on 
Diamond Street and saw a truck:over in a ditch in the same area that has been 'talked 
about many times. Mrs. Teed was wondering if there wasn-'t any way that we could 
straighten that section of road. Mr. Greg Lippincott, Township Manager advised Mrs. 
Teed that this is a PennDOT road first of all and that PennDOT would probably have to 
condemn land to accomplish any straightening at that intersection; . Chairperson 
Bennington advised Mrs. Teed that the Township would need PennDOT permission to 
make any repair on a State Road. Discussion took place. 

.... • ri,'• . ';_ .... . -:~---. ~::---~ 
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H. BUILDING REPORT - Mr. David Tavlor. Code.Enforcement Officer - ·Mr. 
David Taylor read the Buildip.g Report for the month· of September, 2003; a copy of 
which is on file at the Township office. · 

Mr. Taylor mentioned_ that both Coffee Head .ap.d The Steak and Hoagie Factoty are now 
open in the old Oak Works Building on Bethlehem Pike. He also advised the Board of 
Supervisors that S(aples should be,opened by the end of the month and Pet Supplies Plus 
is the only other tenant thus far known in the shopping center 

, .,. 
. ' 

L WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY REPORT - :Mr. James Groff - Mr. Groff 
presented the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority Report for _the month of 
September, 2003; a copy of which is on file at the Township office. 

) . 
. J. IDLLTOWN FIRE COI\1PANY REPORT -Mr.· Bob Grunmeier. Fire Chief -
Mr. Grunmeier read the Hilltown Township Fire Company Report for the month of 
September, 2003; a copy ofwtricJiis on file at the Township office. 

1 ·~ .I ... 

Mr. Grunmeier recognized Mr. John Snyder for· his tireless service to the Hilltown 
Township Fire Company and presented Mr. Snyder with his life pin. 

I ,•. 
• ! •,.' "I • I 

,9ha.itperson Bennington, co~ended Mr. Snyder for his,. dedicated service to ·the 
community through the Hilltown Township~Fire Cq~pan.y arid presented· him with a 
plaque from the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisor's . 

. \ • : ;: : • , : 1~.t j ;1 .. • 

K._ ,., SILVERDALE FIRE CO:MPANY.REPORT--1\tlr. John Gillespie .. Fire Chief-
fyfr~_ ·Gillespie read th~ Sjlverqale :Fire Cpmpany Report= for the month o~ September, · 
2003; a copy of which is on file at the Township office. 

lvfr. Gmespie ,reported that the new -.bujlcfulg2_,being C9il~_1:J;y.c!~.4 by the_Silverdale Fire 
Gompany should be. complet~d by -mid November. When the building is completed they 
will be planning an open house. . ' 

~~ . PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT ~ Mr.: John Kachline; Chairperson· - Mr. 
Kachline r~ad the Planning Commission Report for theirworksession meeting of October 
6.,2003; a copy of which is fiJeat-the Township office. · · · 

r : 

Chairp~rs~n Benniµgton wished to .advise Mr, Kachline that in terms of minimum l9ts in 
the.RR Chairperson Bennington is not W.illing to change the 1995 Zoning Ordinance. He 
feel~ that' the three acre lot requirement with the 50,000 sq. ft. caveat has stood the test of 
time and his direction for the Planning Commission is no change. 

. : .. -.: ~:: 

;___ _ __;_.-... -~ ... - -- ~ - . --- - - - - ··- -- - ;. ~-~· 
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Vice-Chairperson Bender commented that a recent trend is for the homeowners.who are 
adjac¢nt to the open space to maintain it by taking care of the flower beds and so on as 
was being considered by the residents across the street from the Township Building. The 
TO\vnship could plant trees in the open space and that would ·Cut down on the 
maintenance required by the Township personnel 

•. I• •. ,: • • 

Mr. Bender asked if there is any consideration of leaving what is currently in place arid 
creating an overlay when -you have sizeable amounts of open space. Mr. Kachline 
advised that the Planning Comrµission is currently working on that concept. Discussion 

· took place. 

M. PARK AND RECREATION REPORT - No one was present. 

N. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT - No one was-1:~esent. 
~·. 

0. ZONING HEARING BOARD REPORT-Mr. John·Snyder. Chairperson-:---Mr. 
Snyder presented the Zoning Hearing Board Report for the month of September, 2003; ·a . 
copy of which is on file at the Township office. · 

Cliairperson Bennington noted that a Zoning Hearing is scheduled for November 6; 2003 
_which is the same night as a Quarry Hearing.-,; _Mr. Greg Lippincott advised that the 
·conference room would be available or that perhaps the Zoning Hearing ·could be moved· 
to the lunch room at the new Public Works Building. Mr. Snyder will contact Mr. 
Trauger, Zoning.Hearing Board Solicitor and advise Mr. Lippincott as to which would be . 
preferable. .· - ., ; ., ' ' ' ' .' _- )l •• - .. ..:.-.. .,: •. , .• ·_. _;"' !c ; ' : 

1 
r ' "J. • ;~ t ~ ~ • • ~ ' ;. _, •, • ,. • I ' 

Chairperson Bennington adjourned the Hilltown Township Board of-Supen1sors 
Worksession Meeting at 8:02PM to begin the Public Hearing for the possible 
adoption of the Comprehensive Plan. . - · ,,.,,_ -. ~ · · 

-
l ' -~ • ~--..s • ' 

Chairperson Bennington turned the Public Hearing over to ·Mr. Charles Gtittenplan of the 
Waetzman Planning Group and Mr. Francis X; Grabowski;· Township.Solicitor .. · · · 

• • - ~ '1 '· 

Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor advised- that the hearing for the possible. 
adoption of the.Comprehensive Plan was advertised for this evening in The Doylestown . 
Intelligencer in.an ad appearing on, September 25, 2003 and again oii October 2, 2003. 
The proof_ of publication is on file in the Township office.·· ·Tue revised Ordinance has 
been available for examination during regular business hours and that Mr. Guttenplan 
will be going over the revisions to what has been accon:iplished thus far and perhaps 
provide a summary. 

. . 

.I 

. ---- ... . -· - - . - . . --- - . ;,._ r----'------ - ·- -
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Mr.· Guttenplan stated that the plan has been-·-oei:ng ·worked Oll' by the Task Force ·for 
-approximately-three years. The plan was completed fo the summer of 2Q02 in draft fonn . 

. . ~ 
The Planning Commission has held two public meeting and the Board of Supervisor's 

have held meetings in March, April and May . of. this year. At that time there was 
direction for changes that were to be made to the document 

The changes are now contained within the docwnent. All changes are printed in bold and 
anything being deleted in marked -with a Ike-drawn through it. There have been changes 
in the demographics section of the · doci.unent as the 2000 census information in now 
available and included. There has been some editing, changes in wording and 
grammatical corrections-. : ·' 

Page 37 in the land use element makes clear t4at ther~commendation of this plan and the · 
reco~endation of the Task Force to the Board of Supervisors was to continue to study 
TDR's and .to have~-feasibility study done. The Task force felt that IDR's are a·viable 
technique for preserving the character of Hilltown To~hip and requires significant 
further study ·· · 

Chairperson Bennington asked . who· might· be 'a part of, this feasibility study. Mr. 
Gutt~_nplilll •suggested that per4aps a -group -similar,:to the .Comprehensive 'Plan Task 
Force, or the Planning Cdmmission, with outside help. ": :: ., . · · ·. · · · · 

( .. ·:J 
I ' • 

. ;, . 

Chairperson, Bennington wished to·mak~ :it clear that .in·the2003 Comprehensiv~ =Plan 
that there is just a ·recomrnendation for fu,rther investigation and study of TDR's. ' There is 
no specific blanket statement that this Township is proceeding down that path until a 
feasil,ilitystudyisco..mplet~q. ·;.~. .·· !:·· . ·· :;./'·,v . ·--· ··. .. . 1' " . ,i · . . . 

, . • • ~· • ... ~- ; ... :, .. •. ,:··~-·· ···· . tin· -. :, {~~. ~.:.~·~;.: t; ·:t; { i.,h<,: '•l ... ~ .... , -- • 

. Mr. Gutte~plan ~tated ·that the next couple of major-areas·. are· a synopsis of some .. of the 
regional plan:niilg efforts that the Tovmshlp has been involved· in or is verbally engaged in 
and that· .hay~ a bearing on• the plan and ;ate ·'tecorcieq in the .pl~ as. plans that ar~ . 
W1detway or completed. and w~t was recommended with ~o ppsition being taken by the 
Township. These plans include the Pennridge Area Greenway Study, page 57, the Route 
113 Corri<}or Study, page 69, and the Stormwater Management Plan, page 89; , · 

. :. • ..J ' • • •• - J ... ,- • .:.- • ... . :'. : 

C ' . 
Vice-Chairperson Bender-referre~ ·Mr. Gutteri.plaii-to page 25 of the document and asked 
whether a change should be mad~ to item no. 8 · which recommends· reyising current 
p0Ii9ies for stonnwater, managell!,ent. That. revision was . recently completed. Mr. 
Guttenpl~ suggested that the statement be changed · to state that we continue to 
encourage best practices for storm.water m~gemerit. 

I 

{ 
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Chairperson Bennington asked Solicitor Grabowski whether or not this. -change would 
require readvertising. Solicitor Grabowski explained that only substantive changes 
would require readvertising a public hearing for .. th~ , purpo~e of adoption of this 
document. He felt that this change. was not substantive. · 

Mr. Guttenplan also wanted to note the inclusion of various review documents in the 
appendix. There wasn't an appendix in the previous draft .. He also wanted to note. that 
they have not been any changes to the maps included in the· document since March of 
2003. . 

Vice-Chairperson Bender as.KOO whether or not the document was accurate. when it lists 
the amount of open space. · Mr. Guttenplan responded that the amount. of open space 
listed in the document was at a specific time and does not include ahythirrg that has been 
purchased since. ,. · , . . .; · : · 

Vice-Chairperson Bender also noted a typographical error on page 40 naniely the spelling 
of complimentary. _. . · _. ··.~ :··· · · ' ·· ·.:. ,.: 

Supervisor Egly referred 1\1r. Guttenplan to pa.ge 78 regarding the -Hilltown Township 
Police Department and it, was ·agreed to change -the document ·to ,·read' 16 .officers 
including one detective. Page 79 of the document states. the Perkasie ,. Fire Company 
serves the area of Hilltown Township Northeast of Perkasie Borough.:· The document 
should be changed to state that Perkasie Fire Company serves Hilltown Township South. 
of Perkasie Borough. 

~ .~ ·:· .t .. ..: ·• ,..:~·;·;+' . ;-_._,,,.. . .. :'· . .' ·-· ' _,-! 

Supervisor Egly also referred Mr. Guttenplan to page . 79 regardirig the Fire. Companies 
serving the Township. He .felt that Souderton Fire Company should be include.d. There 
should be eight companies listed. He also nqted that.station 61 of the HilltownTownship 
Volunteer Company :was missing from the. mapl· Mr. Guttenplan will niake the above 
changes. ,. · ! . -'· · .;·· ·, , .. - ~ 

Chairpers9n Bennington ask~d whether the major documentation from previous hearings 
was· being included in the document such as comments by the Bucks County ·Planning 
Commission, and the Land Owners Association: Mr. Gutteiiplan responded that. the 
documentation that was ,c;liscussed and the . Board of-Supervisors· agreed· have . been 
included in the document. . . · ~.. . 

Chairperson Bennington noted that Mrs. Betty Snyder should be included among those 
involved in the plan preparation and Supervisor Egly should be included because he will 
be voting on the adoption of the plan. 

7~ - •• 

-· -.~ - - -
·, . 
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PUBLIC COMMENT:· 

1. Mr. Jack Mcllhinney) Hilltowp. Land Owne:i;s Association asked whether or not 
the comments from the public at the March, April and May meeting were going to be 
included in the document. Mr. Lippincott commented that those discussions are ~eluded 
in the minutes of those meeting and are currently filed in the appropriate minute pooks. 
Chairperson Bennington and Vice-Chairperson Bender commented that these· minutes 
should also be included in the docwnent. These docwnents can be copied and forwarded 
to Mr. Guttenplan for inclusion. · 

Mr. Mcilhinney referred the Board of Supervisors to page 86 and 87 of the document 
and asked why the recommendations of the.PACC Water Resources· Plan: were still 
included . in ... the plan., Chairpetson Bennington commented that he thought the 
recommendations were being removed beca~e these recommendations have· not been 
adopted by any of the members as of this date. Vice-Chairperson Bender agreed that it 
was · his · understanding .that . the do.c~ent would remove the reference to 
recommendations. Mr. Guttenplanwas directed to make this change. ·1,. 

Mr. Mcllhinney referred the Board of S1:1pervisors to page 19> 21,-33, 34 and:96 regarding 
TDR's. Chairperson Bennington reminded _.Mi. Mcllhimiey that no decision has been 
made regarding TDR's·at.this time.- A..feasibility study.has not yet·commeilced) nor has a 
group been assign(?d that task to date~ Solicitor Grabowski reminded Mr. Mcllhinney that 
the sale of TDR's is totally vo!untary; . , :· J • w, .. ·. : .. 

Mr. Mcllhin:ney referred the Board of Supervisors to page 21, item 6. It was agreed by 
the Board to remove this referehce.-to tax relief.for farmers. ? ; 

, . , .-.·,:, ,,. . .. 

Mr. Mcilhinney. referred the Board of Supervisors to page 22, . it.em 6. Chairperson 
:Bennington stated , that he felt •. that this .isimply · stated · that we -prefer -open space . to 
deyelopment and was ~ generic statement. ' 

M.£. Mcllhinney referred the Board of Supervisors . to page 24 regarding · Historic 
Preservation. He does:not'feel that farms should be deemed as historic. Mr. Outtenplan 
.disagrees with Mr/Mcilhinney. He stated that the Task Force had given:~ gre·at deal of 
consideration to this issue~ · ;.They felt that it ·was' a heritage issue. Farms were of 
historical significance to Hilltown Township . . 

Chairperson Bennington stated that he felt .that this-was a very genetjc·statement and only 
says that farms are a resource like any o~er. . ,.. , t 

• V 

·-· .-. - -~ - -
:_. -
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Mr. Mcilhinney referred the Board of Supervisors to page 26, Open Space Land 
Preservation, as it refers to items one through ten. He ·expressed concern that these·items 

. would require the Township to take property, either outright or the use thereof. 

Chairperson Bennington stated ·that no. where does it say that the Board of Supervisors 
would be talcing anyone's land. Mr. Mcllhinney disagreed. 

Mr. :tvicllhinney referred the Board of Supervisors to Page 30,· Map #25 · Existing Land 
Use Map. He asked why the map has not been updated. Mr. Guttenplan responded that 
the Task Force, along with Township staff had updated the map in July of 2000 and 

again in October of 2000. The.Task Force felt that the map was merely a picture as a 
specific time and stopped upaating at that point. · - - . 

Chairperson Bermington asked Mr. Guttenplan if this is normal procedure among 
surroun~g Townships. Mr. Guttenplan explained that it indeed was the normal 
procedure to stop updating the maps because there were only a picture as of that specific 
time. 

Mr. Mcilhinney referred the Board of Supervisors to _page 69, Route 113.·Corridor Study 
and asked who are the authors of this plan. · Mr. Guttenplan responded that the Delaware 
Valley Regional Planning . Commission along with the Delaware Valley Iinprovemerit 
Consortium. This group is composed of representatives from twenty-one municipalities 
from Bucks and Montgomery County along with business~s from Bucks and 
Montgomery ·county as well ... ·. Chairperson Bennington stated that a, municipality wpuld 
have to approve any plan that would h~.pact its Township. '· · · · )! · 

Vice-Chairperson·. Bender suggested : that this material · had been discussed but·. had · not 
·been available until recently' and that a ·link- be added to Hilltown's web 'site so that 
anyone with access could familiarize themselves with the progress ofthis·group. 

Mr. Mcilhinney referred the Board ·of Supervisors to page 2L.· · He questioned why 
farming would be described as a viable industry when only 0.2% ·(dowri. from · LI%) ·of 
the Township work force claims farming as their employment. 

Chairperson Bermington stated that farming to those· 0.2% still engag~~ m that 
occupation is still a viable ·industry. .. 

2. Mr. John Kachline, Hillto\\<n Township Planning Commissio'n questioned why 
a copy· of the questionnaire was included in Appendix A but the results of the survey 
were not inclµded. · Mr.. Guttenplan · suggested that a summary of the responses to the 
survey as well as·the power point presentation be included in the appendix; All agreed. 

.... ... '' 

. - .... ~ ............. . 

-· .!,._, - - -. - -
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3. Mr. Joe 1\1iketta; 1211. Hilltown Pike, referred the Board or Supervisors to 
page 44, where is ~tates that·Hilltown is fr!e headwaters of both th,e East Branch of the 
Perkiomen, .and the .North Branch of the Nesham:iny ereek. Yet the map on page 46 
actually s4ows · 
Hillto~ as the headwaters of four, the West Branch, the North Branch, the ~t Branch 
and the Tohickon, Deep Run. .:: ·· · 

. . . . . ~ .. . .. ,, -. 

Mr.·Guttenplan will tnake the appropriate changes to .have the text match the map. 
,_ 

Mr. Miketta referred the Board of Supervisors to page 99. He objected to the word 
educate in mµnber-3 and number 9. Vice-Chairperson Bender suggested that the word be 
changed to inform. Chairperson Bennington and Supervisor Egly agreed. · 

...... , ' .. . . -
.. Mr. Miketta referred ~e Board of Supervisors to page 24 and wished to concur with Mr. 
Mcilhinney in that he doesn't want his farm to be.con,sidered an historic resource. 

· Mr. Miketta ref~rred the Board of Supervisors to the map on page 29. He asked what the 
entry for vacant land .indicated. Mr. Guttenplan responded that vacant land indicates land 
.that does ,not fit any of the other uses> · Mc Miketta questioped several of the parcels 
in~li~ated-in white that have houses ~m them;,·;:, i , J.. · " ' . · , " 

•• l:_ • ~ .. : ... t . . :, . - . .. . -~)· •' •': -~-

Chairperspn Bennington suggested thatinstead of the word vacant, the phrase none of the 
above be used. · ,·.~ · · '. : ·t . · -~ · ··. .. :'.: ', - · 

J\,fr. Miketta referred the Bqard ·.pf _Supervisors, td page 18, item #3 which states to 
P!Omo~ sound -standards' for. land ·developr:peilt tQ insure. that the ~ommunity roads and 
stormwater management syst~m~ are -not adversely :affected while carrying the burdens 
the new development places upon them. Mr~ Miketta stated that he doesn't see- any 
mention abou! e~sting probJems with s_tormwater runoff. Mr. Guttenplan explained that 
~y further. deyelopment would be required ·to. \iorrecLproblems as part of .the land 
development process. , .:. · · ) , · ·. , . 

:Mf. fyfiketta ··stated. that he sees a. lot of. things · in the plan that would. affect fil1?l and 
require him to do things·in the future and yet other people who are causing problems are 
not required to do anything. · 

. -
Solicitor Grabowski stated that this 'discussion took pl~ce when the hearings on the 
stormw~ter management ordinance tookplace:; which is the law and an ordinance which 
affects properti~s. ~e remj.nded Nir. Mik:ett.a that this plan is merely a goal and does not 
affect anyone~s property in any way. It is the ordinances of the Township that affect I 

l 

.... · .. · 
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PJ -5Bt\3 

property whether it be the Stormwater Management Ordinance or the Zoning Ordinance 
or any amendment to those in the future. Discussion took place. 

4, :Mr. Paul Williams, Dublin Borough Manager wished to state that he felt that 
the Township had done a nice job on the Comprehensive Plan. · He wishe4 to address the 
Board of Sl,lpervisors regarding . recreation, connection to sidewalks,' and existing 
sidewalk networks in the Borough. He stated that approximately two years ago Dublin 
Borough passed through its open space money to Hilltown Township i!). order.to.jointly 
acquire thirty-seven acres on Frontier Road. He wished to advise the Board of 
Supervisor~ that Dublin Borough Collllcil is anxious to move forward with some sort of 
recreation plan .. He realizes that this property made not- be--a priority location for--

--Hilltown Township but .it is for Dublin Borough. He nojiced in the back of the plan there 
are recommendations for things to do. He would like to suggest that Hilltown Township 
and Dublin Borough move forward tog~ther with an application to· the Department of 
Community and .Natural Resources ·for funding for whatever may be envisioned for that 
land, be it active or pas~ive ·recreation._,_. ,_. r 'J .,; ~ ', • , ; · · .' , _. 

Chairpersq~ Benrµp.gton asked Mr.· Wi_lliams if Dublin Borough currently has a Park and · 
. Recreation Committee in place. Mr. Williams advised that this is currently being 

considered. Chairpersen Bennington suggested that .Mr . .. Williams or a representative 
, from Dublin Borough attend our next Park and Recreation Committee meeting which. will 
be held on the second Thursday of November . . Discussion took place regarding the 
placement of sidewalks and walking trails that adjoin the Frontier Road property. 

'.' . . 
Mr. Williams also wished to alert the Board of Supervisors tha,t should · Hillto~. 
Township deveiop a water supply towards the Route 313 end of the Tovvnship, Dublin 
.Borough wguld be interested to discussing an inter-connect for emergency purposes only, 
for Fire Protection. , ... : . . , , : ·1 1 - - - -

Chairperson Bennington asked Mr. LippincQtt to advise the Park and Recreation 
Committee that Mr. Paul Williams would be attending their next meeting to discuss ideas 
regarding the Frontier Road property. , . ..; .·- ,; ,. 

l.·-

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Bender, seconded by Supervisor Egly, and 
carried unanimously to approv~ the Comprehensive Plan:with the changes noted ... '· 

:.;,,·.· i 

Vice-Chairperson Bender suggested that the names of all those who worked on the 
Comprehensive Plan should be mentioned, including Keith Miller as the Chairperson, 
John Kachline, , Chuck Kulesza,' Jon Apple, Bill Reiser, Sandra Seifert, . who is a past 
member, Regina Bolger, Mark Fazio, Jolm Bender, Richard Map:fredi, Nick Lupinacci, 
who was a past member, Greg Lippincott, and Charles. Guttenplan, .AICP- of the 
WaetzmanPlanniAg Group. This plan was also reviewed by the Pl~ g CQ!!!!llission --
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members, John Kachline, Betty Snyder, Ken Beer, Brooke Rus~ Jack Fox and Bill 
Bradley. The Board of Supervisors would like to thank these people for all their time· and 
efforts on behalf of the Hilltown Township Comprehensive Plan. · 

.... ., ;. i. i 

The. Board of Supervisors would also like to thank the Township Staff, Greg Lippincott, . 
Township Manager,'Lynda Seimes, Township Secretary, Frank X. Grabowski, Township 
Solicitor, Bob Wynn,Town.ship Engineer and Andy Heinrich, Township Traffic Engineer 
for all their ·help. · 

.. 
;, ,. •i 

Jvir. Guttenplan wished to express that the Task Force was exemplary in the fact that is 
represented so many facets of the Township and the result of that was that Hilltown 
Township ended up with a very-.good dqcumerit.:<The process was a good one and .Mr . 

. Guttenplan is proud to have been a parfofit. · · 
. . . 

, ; ~ j. . ·\ I' I , • : "'· • < -

At · 9:15PM Chairperson · Bennington .. •, re-adjourned the · regularly scheduled 
Worksession Meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supenisors. ; 

P. MANAGER'S REPORT,·;-Mr., Greg Lippiifcott,:Township Manager-
,'. 

I. Mr. Lippincott presented a request from the Hilltown Township 
··Zoning Hearing-Board that the policy of paying the Board members $35.00 per night, be 

changed to paying the Board.members $35.00 per applicant. , 
. ,, .. : ~·' . 

Chairperso_n Bennington stated that this would be reviewed as part of the budget process 
. ~hich is on-going at the presenttinie. · ·.< , "i. · 

.I. 'z I 

Vice-Chairperson Bender asked.if this proposal would be$35.00.per applicant whether or 
not the applicant needed additional nights to complete their hearing. 

Mr. ·Greg Lippincott, Township Manager advised tJ:tat indeed this would be the proposal.' 
~ .. : .. >,': . ._ ~ .. : \ A.; ·1 )"; •• 

2. Mr. Lippincott asked the Board of Supervisors what date they would 
like to advertise for the Budget meeting. · 

.• q..: -:. .. . . ,. - . 

Motion -was made by. Supervisor 0 Egly; ·seconded ·by ;Vice-Chaitperson. Bender, and 
carrie~ unanimously to advertise the budget meeting for Wednesday, October 29; 2003 
beginning at 7:00PM. . ·-· :t, · . 

-., -
· . . 3. Mr. Lippincott wished to remind theJ~oarq of Supervisors about Broad Street. 

I • '.• , ;_- l . I • • • . • '.:.. .;~ .. ,,!'° • : •. • : ' .. : '*! • •: ~ .• ' - • • ~ ; · 

Chairp~rson Bennington advised that !3,S part ,o(the Quarry Hearing discussions it have 
~ome .to the Board of Supervi~6rs· att~ntion .. that truck traffic on Broad Street has become 



( 
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a major issue. Board Street between Hilltown Pike and Callowhill Road is currently 35' 
l\fl>H. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice-Chairperson· Bender, and 
carried unanimously to authorize the Hilltown Township Police Department to conduct a 
traffic study for the purpose of possibly reducing the speed on Board Street, between 
Hilltown Pike and Callowhill Road to 25 MPH. 

Q. CORRESPONDENCE: None 

R ·· MYLARS FOR SIGNATURE: None 

S. PUBLIC C01\.1MENT: 

1. Mrs. Helen Jaeger of Hatfield spoke with Greg Lippincott, Township Manager 
and was advised that a letter was sent to PennDOT in Il:1fle of this year regarding a traffic 
study request for the Hilltown Pike and Route 152 intersection. After furtp.er ~ontact 
with representatives from PennDOT, Mr. Lippincott was ·oovised that they were still 
working on the traffic study that was requested by the Township. He · will again cont~ct 

· Perin.DOT to ascertain a possible completion date for this study.' Mrs. Jaeger also 
mentioned that the lines which was placed at the intersection by the Township have now 

, been removed ·by Pei:mDOt. ·due t~ . the-paving project currently taking place. · Mr. 
Lippincptt will ask whether or not ~ese lines will be replac'ed. • · ·· · · ,, 

Mrs. Jaeger suggested that perhaps the sig11age that currently is in place at the curve at 
Dublin Road could be installed at Route 152 to alert drivers that the road curves. Mr. 
Lippincott will check to see if this is a possibility. Discussion took place. 

T. SUPERVISOR'S COMMENTS: 

1. Vice-Chairperson Bender mentioned that a few weeks back on October I, 
2003, Pat Lester did a follow-up article regarding MTBE levels that are still high arolJ:11d 
the Route 113 and Route 313 areas. Apparently the levels that have been detected· in test 
wells had been going down but now they are back up again. 1bis problem has been 
going on for an extremely long time and he would like DEP to give Hilltown Township 
an update 

Greg Lippincott, Township Manager, will contact DEP and attempt to make 
arrangements to · have a representative from DEP attend a Supervisor's Meeting to 
provide an update on the situation· with this problem. 

.. - ':. 

•.i•. •. • ;:-·, 1•:<••\• I 
.... _: - ·-,. ~ · - ... ·' •• _ • ..t...> •• ·--, .... i_. :-.__-· . _ _ ~-
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2. Chab:person Bennington wished to MI10unce that there will be a Quarry 
Hearing tomorrow evening, October 14; 2003 beginning at 7:00PM iti the Hilltown 
Township Municipal Building. Despite miss-information to the contrary the meeting is . 
~pecifically for water. on Blooming.'Glen. It.has nothing ·to due with Skunk Hollow. 
There is no stink at Slamk Hollow. 

u. PRESS CONFERENCE: No members of the press·were present. 

V. ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Vice-' 
Chairperson Bender, and carried unanimously,th~ 0 9.tober 13, 2003 Hilltovvn Township 
Board of Supervisors worksession meeting was adjourned at 9:35PM. 

I 

. .: ·:. ,• ., '- : - ' . ..: ;-: 

• ~ • .1 ·1 • 

Lorr · e E. Leslie 
Township Treasuryr • .. ~ I 

,• i ,·; ,. , ... .;, < . ~, ... - •••• I 

I 
I ; .• ••.•• 

' '• 
• .. • ;~ • • # ! ~ • :. + • • r { " - I : ',. • 1 I • 

(A list of qu,e.~tions, submitted by Mr. Jack Mcllhiriney; regarding the Hilltown Township 
Comprehensive Plan, is att~ched (o these minutes.) 
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Hilltown Township Comprehensive Plan 

QUESTIONS FOR THE SUPERVISORS' MEETING OF OCTOBER 13, 2003 
BY THE HILLTOWN LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION . 

· 1. Why are the public comments from the Planning Commission meetings of August 7, 2002 and 
August 15, 2002 not included in the Comprehensive Plan Appendix Bas previotJsly indicated? 
Since the Plann,ing Commission "responses" were not given at these meetings and no 
discussion with the commission was permitted, it is inappropriate to exclude the minutes yet 
include the commission's made up responses. 

2. The statement in the minutes of the meeting of August 15, 2002 under section Bl-Public 
Comment incorrectly states that I oppose the Comprehensive Plan. What I stated was I 
oppose incorporating and ~ntangling into the Comprehensive Plan. incomplete outside studies 
and plans which themselves have not been reviewed and accepted by the Township. · 

3. Why are the public questions. comments and minutes of the meeililgs of M;ch 10, April 28, 
and May 14, 2003 Supervisors' meeting covering the comprehensive plan not included in the 
Appendix. B, yet the BCPC comments are included? 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Why is the Township incorporating or referencing incomplete or complete outside studies and 
plans, ·such as the PACC Water Resources Plan - page 86, into the Comprehensive Plan? 
How can these referenced and outside plans be included in the Comprehensive Plan prior to 
completion and/or without any detailed discussion? · Example: Please· explain the 
recommendations A through H with all its intricacies as it relates to landowners. 

How can a Comprehensive Plan include such incomplete and/or undiscussed. studies, plans 
or recommendations as it would relate to the MPC and Zoning ord.inance_s? 

TDRs are mentioned throughout (pages 19~ 21, 33, 34, etc.). · Please exp•ain in detail the 
prdgram envisioned including who would be eligible? The implementation section gives few 
details. 

How is the Township protecting individual property rights (page 20)? Why oniy one sentence 
in the docwnent? Does the wiil of the majority override tµe rights of the individual?- Can 
th~ government at any level deprive the landowner of his land, tne use thereof or its part or 
full value without due process or just compensation under the names of "community good" 
etc.? 

8. Tax relief for farmers -page 21> item 6. Is this the proposed tax fre¢ze for those 3 or 4 
landowners in the township who sold their development rights for one or two million dollars? 
Are you aware that Act 1~3 permits these rights to return t6 the owner simply by repaying 
the money to the township> county and state without interest if 1he gove:rnmental entity 
(township or county with planning commission) bavjng jm:isdiction so deems it? Why 
special treatment for "special" people? Ag s~curity? AH landowners? Retired People? 
Real cause of high RE taxes- School teachers' and administration salaries, benefits and. 
pensions. 
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Hilltown Township Comprehensive Plan 

QUESTIONS- CONTINUED 

9 . Please explain in detail the ierm Development Dist.net Concept as it is used in the Plan (pg. 
19, #1; pg. 21, #2; et . . al.)? 

10. Please explain the omission of the word "public" as 5.Pecified in Article I, Section 27 of.the 
Pennsylvania Constitution when r~ferring to "natural resources" (pg. 19) (see pg. 42)? Is 
this an assumption by the tt:>wn1hlp thats,the control exertjsed over public lands may> by 
right, be exercised over private prppe_rty without due process or just compensation? 

11. Under Fannlands (I:,g. 21) what is meant in the OJ:N._ning statement " ... that steps be taken to 
preserve the better agricultural lands"? What.is meant by item #4 " ... legitimate I~d use"? 
What is meant by ;,viable industry" when only 0.2 % (d9wn from 1.1 %) of the township 
Work force claims farming as their employment and many of thQse have a second full time 
job? 

12. Per Comm.unity Development (pg. ?,2, #6), please indicate which natural areas of the 
township are to be preserved wi~ut development? Whose propercy? What ate the criteria 
and set by whom? Is there due p:rocess and j:ust compensation? 

13. Under the Community Planning pb-jectlve (pg. 23), wha~ is meant by n ••• under other 
goals and objectives"? Are not tp~· goals restt~cted?. ~at doe-s iteill #3 mean? 

14. Under Historic Preservation (pg. 24), who decid~s what is historic? Will there be due process 
and just compensation for property devaluation and limitation of use? Undet what authority 
are private farm structures and private farm iand dee~ed historic? 

15. Under Infrastructure (pg. 25, I! 3), where is th~ "development district"? Wbat'percent of the 
township land area is in this "distric;t'.'? · What perceni-of this it district" is for residential use . 
only? Why is centralized sewer service J.inrl,ted to .the. .. develop¢ent district"(item #3)? 
Would. not the objectives of item 114 be petter se~e.d Qy .expanding #3 and #.8? Aie all of 
these pqlicies to be applied equally to all the citizenS/prop~rty owners of the tQwnship? -what 
is meant by iteIO. #6 " ... where conditions are acceptabfo·? · 

16. Under Open Space (pg. 26), rural atmosphere, open space aµd scenery ~estated to be among 
·the most de~irable attributes. of Hilltewn. Wbat is not st:ated is virtually ~ of the lari.d is 
privately owned and th~ attributes are provided by tb9se who own it, not the township. 
Implementation of items #1 through #10 will require t:a1dng of piope;rty, either. 01,1tright or the 
use thereof. Will this be through purchase with due process and just compensation? Will tlns 
be through down zoning, -density reductions, use .restrictions, utility restrictions, development 
requirements, etc. and, if s.o, will due· process and just compensation requirements prevail? · . ' . 
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Hilltown Township Comprehensive Plan· 

QUESTIONS-~ONTINUED 

17. 

18. 

~-
Wben will Map #2 -Existing Lan~l Use Map (pg. 30) be updated to show the correct current 
1Jsage of parcels? What is vac~t land indicaJed on Map #2? Various parcels shown as 
agriculture are no _ longer so; giymg the impr?sion of viable farming entity where only a 
marginal one exists. How niuc~' of the land #10wn as agricul.ture is actually owned by the 
few remaining active fanners? if the land us~j,Ian is of vital importance why isn't the map? 

i . 
While Map #3 -Land Use Plan f(pg. 32) no Jonger shows the expanded Village Center in 
conjunction with the receiving ar~ of the a "~oluntary" TDR program, the recommendation 
is scattered throughout the text; .... lfacked up with a threat of Agricultural Preservation 
ordinances,etc. (page 37 & 96}. 

19. What is the CoD;Servation District (pg. 33)? Why is its existence solely for the benefit of 
those in the Development Areas? Why.does the residential land use in RR raise mote concern 
about safe and adequate water supply than residential land use in CR-1, CR-2, or VC? In 
terms of usage does a 50,000 s.f. developed residential lot with 2.81 residents µse mor~ or 
less water per resident if on a central community water system rather than an individual on 
lot well? Likewise for all other 10~

1 
sizes in all other districts'? Under what legislatio.t\ is 

authority given to deprive landown~rs·in the RR district to well water based on land area for 
the benefit of high density distri~ ·without due process and just c9mp.ensation? 

20. When was the soil survey of 2.()02 is,sued? Wer~ field sample~ of each and every soil type 
for each and every parcel taken? 

21. . What is the total acre~ge of ~ lands Within the township con.sidered as "open spac;.e" as 
ilidi.cated in the plan's Natural Resoui~es/Open Space Element. (pg. 54 etc.)? lnelude all lands 
of state, county ,local, federal, S t W authority, school districts,· public . and private 
institutions, conservancies, private ~wild life refuges, private ~pen space, trails and 
eas.ements for same, reservoirs, aifl)9rts, gilder p.Grts, power line ·easements, athletic. 
associations, golf courses, etc.? (Thi:amount listed is approxim~ely 1500 ac. and is not all · 
inclusive.) In light of the fact that the most sµin_g~nt NRPA guidelines require 10.5 ac . . per 
1000 population, the current require~~ would be 127 Acres. When the township is "built 
out" by 2030,-the population would be apprb~ately 24,000 requiring 252 Ac: We alrel;ldy · 
have that just in Township holdings today, wj~out Berry Brow. What is the ultimate acreage . 
goal? What is the cost to the township both in upkeep and portions being no.Ii~productive in 
tax revenue? · · 

22: The route 113 Heritage corridor study·- page 69. Who are "the authors of the plan? What 
are the details of the growth and preservation plan? How does it effect the property owners? 
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QUESTION~· CONTINUED 

23. Since private wells are expected to continue to be the primary source of water in the 
township (pg 84), will the current philosophy of allowing up to a million gallons of water .per 
day (5 times what the HTWSA pumps). offered free from the quarries, continue to be pumped· 
downstream? 

24. In RR individual on-lot residential septic systems return all their on-site well water to recharge 
the ground water while large sewage treatment plants for :hlgh density areas direct discharg~ 
vast amounts of well water imo streams with no recharge, why would there be a preference 
to have high density areas, such as an expand~d VC at 5 units or more to the acre, at the 
expense of landowners in RR? That is, requiring 3 Ac. zoning until such time that "public 
II water is avrulable wlien ALL RR on•site septic water will ber etumed to the gro~d? 

23. Pennridge Water Resources Plan, page 86. See also discussion at meeting of Mars;h 10,. 
2003. What are items A through G, when were they ever discussed by the Supervisors 
among themselves and with the citizens? When was it voted on to include Hilltown and its 
residents? See Bennington comments 3· 10-03 page $703 of minutes supervisor work session. 

24. Under Stormwater Management (p. 89). Are there developments one lot or larger in the 
township where inadequate m~agement of accelerated stonnwater runoff results from. 
development throughout the watershed that increased flood flows and velocities, contribu~ 
to erosion and sedimentation, ·degraded the water quality, ·,overtaxed the carrying capacity of 
existing streams and stonn sewers, greatly increased the cost of public facilities to 
convey and manage stormwater, undermined floodplain management and floodplain reductj.on 
efforts in upstream. and down stream commu,nities, reduced groundwater recharge and/or 
threatened public health and safety? If so, how many and where are they and what is the 
township doing about it? Is the law ·applied equally to all landowners jn light of this threat 
to the health,, safety, welfare and protection of the people of Hilltown? 

25. 

26. 

On page 1 the plan says "manage grQwth"; on page 4 "slow growth"; on page 17 "encourage 
growth in the development area"; on page 19 encourage development in the village center 
based on a study no yet done. On page 24 main~ain the integrity of historic villages? 

How much density reduction is being recomniended in the RR in order to increase the de;nsity 
in the VC1 Which ·landowners iil the RR are to be sacrificed for the gain of which 
landowners in the VC? 

page 4 of 5 

.. •. ·-· 
. . : 

.:-=
:, 

r 

r 



( 

( 
I ( 

/ 
~ 
L 

Hilltown Township Comprehensive Plan 

page 5 of 5 

Hilltown Landowners Association 
Jack Mcilhinney. President 
1634 Broad Street 
Perkasie, Pa. 18944 
215-249-3341 
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