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Supervisor’s Worksession

April 9, 2001
Escrow Fund Checking $344,073.57
Capital Projects Fund $142.866.08

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimously to approve the Treasurer’s Report of March 31, 2001, subject to audit.
There was no public comment.

E. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT — Mr. Thomas A. Buzby, Director of Public Works -
Mr. Buzby read the Public Works Report for the period of March 12 — April 9, 2001; a
copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Mr. Buzby presented bridge reports for four Township-owned bridges from thc State.
Chairperson Bennington asked how the State determines figures to repair the Township
owned bridges, particularly the Hillcrest Road Bridge, which is slated for $10,000.00
worth of repairs. Mr. Buzby explained that the report notes particular items that should
be addressed within the next two years. Mr. Buzby was most concerned with the Mill
Road bridge, since the State is suggesting total bridge replacement as soon as funds are
available. Mr. Buzby advised that the Mill Road bridge, with a current 10-ton weight
limit, is in very poor condition.

Mr. Buzby noted that recreational field users must exhibit common sense as to whether or
not to use the fields following adverse weather conditions. This past Sunday, the field
was used after heavy rains and subsequently required extensive maintenance. Discussion
took place. Correspondence will be sent to all scheduled field users asking them to use
better judgment regarding field use following inclement weather and advising that
security deposits will be confiscated if damage occurs.

There are funds available in the budget this year for the purchase of a Trackless with a
hoom mower/snow blower at approximately $68,000.00. Mr. Buzby explained that this
is a piggyback item through PennDot, which does not require bidding procedures. He
intends to place the order this week, with a 30-45 day delivery schedule.

F. POLICE REPORT — Chief Kerry L. Trauger — Chief Trauger read the Police
Report for the month of March, 2001; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Chief Trauger announced that the Police Department is accepting applications [or two
police officers to begin employment on July 1, 2001.

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month and Chicf Trauger presentcd blue
ribbons to the Supervisors to display on their vehicles in support of this effort.
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Supervisor Bender asked if Heritage Building Group has contacted the Silverdale Fire
Company concerning the sprinkler situation, as directed by the Supervisors at their last
meeting. Mr. Gillespie replied that they did speak with Heritage and the fire companies
would like to meet with at least one Supervisor after the next Fire Prevention Bureau
mecting to be held on Wednesday, April 11, 2001, because the Sellersville and Perkasie
Fire Company will also be getting subdivisions where residential sprinkler systems are
mandatory. Supervisor Snyder will attend the next Fire Prevention Bureau meeting on
April 11, 2001.

K. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT — Mr. John Kachline, Chairperson — Mr.
Kachline read the Planning Commission Report for the month of March, 2001; a copy of
which is on file at the Township office,

Discussion took place concerning the proposed Agricultural Zoning District. The
Plamming Commission agreed to hold a meeting with farmers and landowners.

Supervisor Bender thanked the Planning Commission for their Annual Planning
Commission Report, and suggested that the issue of bed and breakfast zoning update be
included in the priority list for the coming year.

L. PARK AND RECREATION BOARD REPORT — No one was present.

Chairperson Bennington announced that there would be a joint meeting of the Park and
Recreation Board, the Open Space Committee, and the Planning Commission to discuss
their recommendations for the two options for the open space of the Berry Brow Farm
Subdivision on Thursday, April 12th.

M. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT — Mr. Chuck Kulesza, Chairperson — Mr.
Kulesza presented the Open Space Committee Report for the month of March, 2001.

*8:23PM — Due to a thunderstorm, the power went out and it took a few seconds for
the emergency generator to power up. Seme comments may have been missed due
to malfunction of tape machine as a result of power failure.

A majority of the Open Space Committee recommends that the open space in the
proposed Berry Brow Subdivision remain as passive open space, not a golf course.
Discussion fook place.

Mr. Kulesza announced that the Open Space Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
April 10, 2001 has been cancelled due to lack of quorum.
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6. Notification has been sent to all fire companies scrvicing Hilltown
Township, advising of the U.S, Federal Emergency Management Agency $100 million
dollar Assistance to Firefighters Grants Program. Grants are available for training,
wellness/fitness, vehicles, firefighting equipment, personal protective equipment and fire
prevention programs. Fire departments serving areas with populations of 40,000 or less
must match the federal grant with an amount equal to 10% of the total project cost.
Applications must be submitted no later than May 2, 2001.

7. Mr. Lippincott has been asked to attend a meeting with Congressman
Greenwood and the US Census Bureau regardinﬁ; tbe Upper Bucks County undercount.
The meeting will take place tbe week of April 16™.

8. Mr. Lippincott presented the Zoning Report for the month of March, 2001;
a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

9. Hilltown Township has been awarded a grant under the Bucks County
Alrport Authority’s 2001 Tree Donation Program. Lynda Seimes will bc contacted to
discuss the award and advise of the amount awarded.

10. There are six escrows for the Board’s considcration this evening, two of
which are cash held by the Township.

Frank Eckert Land Development Voucher #03 $ 6,505.92
Kunkin Truck Terminal Voucher #04 $ 100.72
Longleaf Estates Phase [ Voucher #55 $ 15,000.00
Longleaf Estates Phase Il Voucher #13 $ 23,077.00
Longleaf Estates Phase 1T Voucher #14 $229,425.00
Longleaf Estates Phase II Voucher #15 $§ 1,838.09

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimously to approve the release of the six escrows as noted above. There was no
public comment.

P. CORRESPONDENCE -~ Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager —

1. Correspondence was received from Friends ol Hilltown, requesting that
Bill Rieser be appointed as their representative to the Comprehensive Plan Task Force in
place of Sandy Seifert.

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimousty to appoint Mr. Bill Rieser as the Friends of Hilltown representative to the
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R. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Mr. Chuck Kulesza of Diamond Street noted that the concept of age
restricted housing was mentioned in the Planning Commission report, and that there
appcars to be a willingness of some Planning Commission members to award density
bonuses for age-restricted housing because they believe that the future residents of those
developments will not generate children for the public school systems. While that 1s true,
Mr. Kulesza advised that those individuals who will be moving into age-restricted
communities will be vacating homes that will be sold to others who do have children, and
therefore, it does not really reduce the amount of children in public schools. Chairperson
Bennington stated that unfortunately, in our case there is not a density bonus. The
Ordinance itself currently permits the density, which is why the Planning Commission
wants to consider revising the Ordinance.

Another issue that concerns Mr. Kulesza is the “fee-in-lieu-of” that is accepted by the
Planning Commission and Supervisors, where the Township is willing to waive some of
the required recreational facilities in a new development for cash. Mr. Kulesza [eels that
the Township must be extremely careful about that, because the people that will be
moving into these ncw developments will be getting less, recreational-wise, than what is
required by Ordinance. He does not believe that the Township should trade off
recreational facilities for cash.

Mr. Kulcsza reminded the Supervisors that the traffic on Diamond Street is not
improving; and notcd there was another accident today at the intersection of Diamond
Street and Fairhill Road. Mr. Kulesza stated that this intersection has been identified by
the Township as a dangerous and hazardous intersection. Chairperson Bennington
disagreed, and commented that the Township has not identified any dangerous
intersections at all and that there has been no study by Hilltown Township that identifies
dangerous intersections. Chairperson Bennington explained that if a study were to be
done, the Township would be wide open for future lawsuits. Mr. Kulesza stated that
there have been some draft documents that show that Diamond Street and Fairhill Road is
a dangerous intersection. Chicf Trauger disagreed, noting that there are no documents,
draft or otherwise, identifying dangerous intersections in Hilltown Township.

2. Mrs. Alice Kachline of Mill Road agreed with Mr. Kulesza that Diamond
Street traffic is very dangerous, and she would like to see four-way stop signs placed at
the intersections of Fairhill Road and Diamond Street, Rickert Road and Diamond Street,
and Green Street and Diamond Street.

Chief Trauger cxplained that four-way stop signs in a Second Class Township are not
enforceable. The one presently located at the intersection of Keystone and Fairhill Road
was done because former Supervisor Betty Kelly pushed for it, however it is
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4, As much as he respects Chief Trauger, Mr. Chuck Kulesza of Diamond
Street disagrees with several of the statements he made earlier. Mr. Kulesza believes
there are several issues that must be separated. One issue is the speeding problem on
Diamond Street, which he feels will only be solved if there is a police presence 24 hours
per day, seven days per week, along Diamond Street. Nor does Mr. Kulesza believe that
installing 35 m.p.h. speed limit signs on a road will make much difference. The second
issue is that of a dangerous intersection. Mr. Kulesza has spoken with Mr. Robert
Trimble of PennDot, who stated that the issue of multi-way stop signs 1s a local issue that
starts with petitions from the municipality, not from PennDot. In other words, it is not
PennDot’s responsibility to find dangerous intersections, it is the Township’s
responsibility to begin the process. If the process is pursued by the municipality with all
of the procedures that PennDot sets forth, Mr. Kulesza stated that there is no reason that
there would be a liability issue or that the violations of these stop signs cannot be
enforced. Mr. Kulesza feels that Chief Trauger should contact Mr. Trimble of PennDot
to resolve this issue.

S. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bender congratulated the News Herald for the excellent article
in “Know Your Community” concerning Carson Helicopters, which is located in
Hilltown Township.

T. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions of those
reporters present,

U. ADJIQURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor
Bender, and carried unanimously to adjourn the April 9, 2001 Hilltown Township
Supervisors Worksession meeting at 9:00PM.

Respectfully submitted,

LyllUi:l fu lwd FR ¥ wn

Township Secretary

(*These minutes were transcribed from notes and tape rccordings taken by Mrs. Lorraine
Leslie, Township Treasurer).



