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of this year, secking a response from the property owner prior to this meeting. This
morming, the property owner sent a fax to Mr. Taylor, responding to these notifications.
The Township is asking for an as-built to verify the placement of the new dwelling. The
applicant intends to have a survey done to verily the dwelling placement. Supervisor
Bender does not believe that the Township can take action at this time, since the property
owner has responded to the initial violation notice. Chairperson Bemmington and
Supervisor Snyder agrecd. Mr. Taylor will give the property owner until March 12, 2001
to address all of the violations in the original notice.

H. HILLTOWN AUTHORITY REPORT — Mr. James C. Groff, Authority Manager
— Mr. Groff read thc Authority Report for the month of January 2001; a copy of which 1s
on file at the Township office.

Renovations to the new Authority building are on schedule, and the staff will be moving
1nto the new building during the week of April 15, 2001,

Several months ago, the question was raised conceming wellhcad protection of the
Hilltown Authority wells. It is Mr. Groff’s understanding that the regional water study
will include wellthead protection as part of the study. Mr. Groff formally offercd the
Hilltown Authority’s well pump totals, well locations, distribution maps, etc. and any
other information and input necessary to complete the study. The Supervisors gratefully
accepted this offer.

L. HILLTOWN FIRE COMPANY REPORT — No one was present at this time.

J. SILVERDALE FIRE COMPANY REPORT — Mr. John Gillespie, Deputy Chief
— Mr. Gillespie presented the Silverdale Fire Company Report for the month of January
2001; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

K. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT —~ Mr. John Kachline, Chairperson -- Mr.
Kachline presentcd the Planning Commission Report for the month of January 2001.

The Planning Commission would like to be included in the walk-through of the Berry
Brow property. Mr. Kachline advised that the developer of Berry Brow presented a
sketch plan of the golf course open space option along with the housing arrangement,
however they did not present a sketch plan of the housing arrangement with the
recreational open space option. The Supervisors agreed that it was important for the
Township to review both options that are being proposed.

The Planning Commission is investigating revisions to the Zoning Ordinance,
particularly with regard to the permitted density for age-restricted communitics and
performance subdivisions.
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3. At their last meeting, the Comprehensive Plan Task Force recommended
holding a sccond meeting per month, in addition to their regularly scheduled mectings on
the first Wednesday of every month. Mr. Lippincott advised that only $50,000.00 was
budgeted for review of the Comprehensive Plan for 2001, but with the additional meeting
every month, it will effectively double the expenditures. Mr. Lippincott is seeking the
Board’s direction. Chairpcrson Bennington suggcsted that the Comprehensive Plan Task
Force sccond meeting of the month be held without Mr. Guttenplan, the Township’s
professional planner, in attendance to see if it is productive. Supervisors Bender and
Snyder agreed.

4. There arc eight Escrow Releases for the Board’s consideration, six of
which are cash held by the Township:

Ahold (Giant Foods) Voucher #13 $ 150.89
Bricks Villa Phase I&II (Combined) Voucher #15A $ 88.67
County Line Plaza (Blockbuster Video) Voucher #17 $ 90.19
County Line Plaza (Blockbuster Video) Voucher #18 $ 3.680.10
Eckert Land Development Voucher #01 3 139.48
Grasse Elementary School Voucher #07 $ 162.68
Hilltown Plaza Qutparcel Voucher #04 ) 150.95
Longleaf Estates Phase 11 Subdivision Voucher #11 $ 1,014.13

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimously to approve the release of the eight escrows as noted above. There was no
public comment.

P. CORRESPONDENCE — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager —

1. The Sellersville Fire Department has submitted a request for funding to
reduce the debt owed on their fire station.

2. The Dublin Volunteer Fire Company has submitted a request for (unding
to benefit the Dublin Ambulancc Services, which is in danger of closing due to lack of
funds.

While Chairperson Bennington understands the request for funding to kecp the Dublin
Ambulance Service in operation, he is concerned that the Supervisors will be selting a
precedence and be expected to provide funding for other area ambulance services. Mr.
Lippincott and Chief Trauger attended a meeting at the Dublin Fire Company in
Deccmher, along with representatives of Dublin, and Bedminster and the Bucks County
Emcrgency Services, where the ambulance service was told to come up with a plan to
show the neighboring municipalities their initiatives to remain in operation. A second






Page 8 Pg. 5137
Supervisor’s Worksession
February 12, 2001

R. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Ms. Donna DiMella, a member of the Hilltown Open Space Committee,
understands that one of the options for the Berry Brow Farm proposal is to design a
subdivision around 55% pure and simple open space. Ms. DiMella asked the Supervisors
to consider requesting a few trails, benches, a small park and gazebo, and possibly a
wildlife refuge on this open space. Ms. DiMella believes that a golf course is not
something that would be enjoyed by every resident of Hilltown Township and feels that a
golf course would be a very restrictive use of this gorgeous property. Instead ol close-
cropped greens, goll carts, and artificial sand traps, Ms. DiMella would prefer to see 170
acres of nature on this site. The recent Hilltown Comprehensive Plan Task Force survey
determined that residents of this community want to save natural green space and farms.
The members of the Hilltown Township Open Space Committee, as well as their
counterparts in New Britain Township, share those feclings. Further, Ms. DiMella
believes that open space lcft natural would require less maintenance and this property
would be a huge opportunity to provide a key piece of a trail system through the
Township. During the tour of the Berry Brow property, Ms. DiMella suspects that
common sense may tell that this property 1s not even perfect for a golf course, simply
because the required bulldozer work will be phenomenal; while on the other hand, the
slopes, woods and fields are perfect for a nature preserve.

S. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Chairperson Bennington and Supervisor Bender welcomcd Supervisor
Snyder to the Board.

2. Supervisor Bender noted that there have been several newspaper articles
written recently conceming the proposed joint water study in the Upper Bucks arca, and
those who have been instrumental in seeing this proposal movc forward. When
Supervisors Bender was appointed to thc Board of Supervisors approximately two years
ago, he attended his first Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee mecting with
Chairpcrson Bennington, who was the driving force behind the joint water study project.
Supervisor Bender credited Chairperson Bennington for continuing to encourage and
facilitate the completion of this water study.

T. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions of thosc
reporters prescnt.









