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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
Monday, April 26, 1999
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:50PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
Kerry L. Trauger, Chief of Police
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Chairman Bennett asked for a moment of silence for the tragedy recently experienced at
Columbine High School in Colorado.

Chairman Bennett had an unexpected announcement to make this evening.  He read
correspondence from the third Supervisor, Mr. Charles Grasse, resigning his position on
the Board of Supervisors effective April 23, 1999, due to health reasons. Mr. Grassc had
been in virtual agony for the past few months due to back problems and is scheduled for
surgery in the near future. Chairman Bennett commended Mr. Grasse for his 12 years of
dedicated service to Hiiltown Township, ten years as vice-chaimnan of the Zoning
Hearing Beard, and two years as a member of the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Grasse has
also been active on the Open Space Committee and the Hilltown Civic Association.
Personally, Chairman Bennett is very sorry that he has resigned his position as Hilltown
Supervisor.

A, APPROVAIL OF CURRENT BILLING — Chairman Bennett presented the Bills
List dated April 27, 1999, with General Fund payments in the amount of $89,336.31 and
State Highway Aid payments in the amount of 11,047.32; for a grand total of all
payments in the amount of $100,383.63.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to approve the Bills List dated April 27, 1999, as written. There was no

public comment.

B. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:

1. Mr, Bill Rieser of Telegraph Road asked the procedure for filling Mr.
Grasse’s vacancy on the Board of Supervisors. Solicitor Grabowski quoted Section 407
of thc Second Class Township Code, which states “If the electors of any Township fail to
choose a Supervisor, Tax Collector, Auditor or Assessor, or if any person elected to any
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office fails to serve in the office, or if a vacancy occurs in the office by death, resignation,
removal from the Township or otherwise, the Board of Supervisors may appoint a
succcssor who is an elector of the Township and has resided in that Township
continuously for at least one year prior to their appointment. Upon their failure to make
that appointment within thirty days after the vacancy occurs, the vacancy shall be filled
within fifteen additional days by he Vacancy Board. The Vacancy Board shall consist of
the Board of Supervisors and one elector of the Township who shall be appointed by the
Board of Supervisors at the Board’s first meeting each calendar year, or as soon aftcr that
as practical, and shall act as chairman of the Vacancy Board. If the Vacancy Board fails
to fill the position within fifteen days, the Vacancy chairman shall petition the Court of
Common Pleas to fill the vacancy.” Tt then states “The successor so appointed shall hold
the office until the first Monday in January after the first municipal clection which occurs
more than sixty days after the vacancy occurs at which clection, an eligible person shall
be elected for the unexpired term.” Solicitor Grabowski advised the Second Class
Township Code does not suggest how the Supervisors are to determine an individual to
fill a vacancy, however he would recommend that the position be advertised and resumes
be submitted. The language concerning the length of office is unclear to Solicitor
Grabowski and he suggested clarification be obtained from the Board of Elections.
Discussion took place.

Supervisor Bennington suggested the Township Solicitor contact the Board of Elections
tomorrow to determine clarification and then a meeting should be held to begin the
process. Further, Supervisor Bennington will be in Japan on business for the regularly
scheduled Supervisor’s meeting of May 24, 1999, and suggested consideration be given
to changing that meeting date.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to advertise the vacancy on the Board of Supervisors. There was no public
comment.

2. If a decision is not made in a timely manncr prior to Supervisor
Bennington’s business trip, Mr. Jack Fox of Hilltown Pike suggested that a conference
call could be made to Supervisor Bennington for the May 24™ meeting. Mr. Horrocks
noted the Sunshine Law has been changed to prohibit such an action since the last time
the Supervisors used a conference call several years ago.

3. Mr. Greg Lippincott, Zoning Officer/Assistant Manager, announced that
the Township received verification today that the Keystone Grant application was
approved and Hilltown Township has been awarded $65,000.00 to construct a walking
path through the Pleasant Meadows and Orchard Glen Subdivision. Mr. Lippincott noted
this matter will be discussed at the next Park and Recreation Board meeting to be held on
Thursday, May 13, 1999 at 7:30PM at the Municipal Building.
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C. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS: None.

D. MANAGER’S REPORT- Mr. Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager —

1. Mr. Horrocks presented six escrow releases for the Board’s consideration:
313 Self Storage, Inc. (Silverman)  Voucher #10 $ 27125
Country Roads Phases I, T & IV~ Voucher #1A $ 189.12
Keystone Estates Voucher #15 $ 6,000.00
Longleaf Estates Phase 1 Voucher #26 $22,542.50
Longleaf Estates Phase 1 Voucher #27 § 956.70
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Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to approve the six escrow releases as noted above. There was no public
comment.

2. Mr. Horrocks requested that the Board appoint Mr. David W. Taylor to the
position of Code Enforcement Officer of Hilltown Township effective today, April 26,
1999, at a starting salary of $40,000.00 per year.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to appoint Mr. David W. Taylor as the Hilltown Township Code
Enforcement Officer effective April 26, 1999, at a starting salary of $40,000.00 per ycar.
There was no public comment,

3. A request has been received from the Bucks County 4-H Seeing Eye
Puppy Club to waive Scout Cabin rental fees for their use on Sunday, June 20, 1999. A
refundable security deposit will be required.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to waive the Scout Cabin rental fees for the 4-H Seeing Eye Puppy Club for
their use on Sunday, June 20, 1999, pending receipt of a refundable security deposit.
There was no public comment.

4. Cub Scout Pack #189 of Seylar Elementary School has requested that the
Scout Cabin rental fees be waived for their use on June 5, 1999.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Chairman Bennett, and carried
unanimously to waive Scout Cabin rental fees for Cub Scout Pack #189 of Seylar
Elementary School, pending receipt of a refundable security deposit. There was no
public comment.
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Their response is simply to say yes or no, as to whether there was a conflict, in their
opinion. They have no further authority to do anything.

10.  Along that same line of questioning, Mrs. Diana Urban of Hilltown Pike
asked how the present Cluster Ordinance can be considered legal because there arc two
scparate definitions of net buildable site area referred to in this Ordinance. Again,
Solicitor Grabowski invited interested residents to remain following this meeting to
answer these types of questions, when the developers have left the meeting.

11.  Mrs. Mary Schiavone of Township Line Road noted that the Zoning
Ordinance, the Comprehensive Plan, and the Subdivision/Land Development Ordinance
all refer to how many dwellings are permitted depending on the availability of watcr.
Further, the Comprehensive Plan also refers to different kinds of rock and how somc
rocks produce more water and some produce less. Yet, the Cluster Ordinance still
permits the same amount of density on a specific number of acres — no matter what the
criteria for different rock formations on the site might be. Supervisor Bennington
explained that when Perkasie began drilling a public well down the street from his home,
they were drawing another half a million gallons of water, and were concerned that this
new well would cause neighboring wells to dry up. Because of this concern, Supervisor
Bennington permitted his well to be monitored, and it was determined that his water level
increased, rather than decreased. Discussion took place.

12.  Mr. Daryl Derstine of Blooming Glen is concerned with the amount of
signage throughout the Township and has expressed his concems in writing, to no avail.
One day, Mr. Derstine traveled from Bethlehem Pike to Blooming Glen on Rt. 113 and
counted thirteen Heritage Building signs in a four-mile stretch. Some of the signs were
actually hung on reflector posts, which are designed as a safety feature to keep motorists
on the road. Mr. Derstine was appalled that this condition is permitted to continue, when
the Sign Ordinance clearly states that it is prohibited. Supervisor Bennington directed
Mr. Derstine to send another letter to the Township, and assured him that the signs in
violation will be removed.

13.  Mr. John Bolger askcd why the Supervisors can not just vote the existing
Cluster Ordinance out. Supervisor Bennington explained that there is an entire legal
process involved that the Township must adhere to including advertising procedures and
review by the Bucks County Planning Commission. Solicitor Grabowski explained the
same timc constraints apply because a new Ordinance would have to be passed to repeal
the former Ordinance. Discussion took place.

14.  Mrs. Janice Stemler of 19 Beverly Road does not believe the Township
should just sit back and wait until the revision to the Cluster Ordinance is voted for to
prevent preliminary plans from being submitted. Mrs. Stemler cited a specific court case









