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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGUARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, September 28, 1998
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman Wiiliam H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:30PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Charles D. Grasse, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
George C. Egly, Chief of Police

A, APPROVATL OF MINUTES — Action on the minutes of the September 14, 1998
Supervisor’s Worksession meeting: Motion was made by Supervisor Grasse, seconded
by Supervisor Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the
September 14, 1998 Supervisor’s Worksession meeting, as written.

B. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING ~ Chairman Bennett presented the Bill’s
List dated Secptember 29, 1998, with General Fund payments in the amount of
$48,198.06, State Highway Aid payments in the amount of $128,482.37, and Escrow
Fund payments in the amount of $13,836.70; for a grand total of all payments in the
amount of $190,517.73.

Motion was made by Supervisor Grasse, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the Bill’s List dated September 29, 1998.

C. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. John Konick — Rosenthal Property Sketch Plan - Mr. Konick advised

Mr. Rosenthal had previously made a commitment to upgrade his premises located at the
comer of Swartley Road and Rt. 309. Mr. Konick presented photographs of the buildings
on the site. The building located on Swartley Road to the rear of the site, the Cheap
Skates building, is the next structure targeted for an upgrade in order to provide a unified
appearance of the site. As part of this renovation, the applicant will be submitting a
complete land development for a 12,000 sq. ft. addition to the rear of the fumniture store.
This will eliminate the need for the existing trailers presently located in the rear parking
lot area and will also provide for additional green space as part of the proposal.

Wilth regard to the proposed assisted living facility that will be constructed on Swartley
Road, Mr. Konick advised Lhis site is involved with an impending zoning change. Mr.
Komick advised the applicant is awaiting sewer approval. When seeking comments from






Page 3 Pg. 3857
Board of Supervisors
September 28, 1998

the concept would be for the rental of individual stalls to farmers or other merchants,
similar to the E-15 Use for Specialty/Cultural Shopping Center. Supervisor Bennington
preferred to reserve his opinion until the actual Zoning Hearing Board application is
submitted.

D. MANAGER’S REPORT — Mr. Bruce G. Horrocks —

1. Mr. Horrocks presented ten escrow releases for the Board’s consideration,
one of which is cash held by the Township:

313 Self Storage (Silverman) Voucher #04 3 284.03
Bricks Villa Phase | Voucher #40 $ 360.00
Country Roads Phase 11 Voucher #43 $ 349.18
Country Roads Phase 1T & IV Voucher #48 A 841.80
County Line Plaza (1998) Voucher #01 S 514.44
Estates at Tall Oaks Subdivision Voucher #13 b 307.93
Hilltown Hunt Subdivision Voucher #40 $ 112.06
Off-the-Wall Voucher #5B $ 374.40
Off-the-Wall Voucher #6B $ 15,057.33
Quiet Acres Voucher #21B $  32,400.00

Motion was madc by Supervisor Benninglon, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to authorize the release of the ten escrows as noted above.

2, Bid Openings — Mr. Horrocks advised the [ollowing bids were opened at
2:00PM this afternoon with the following results:

Bid #98-7 — Heating Oil
H.L. Garges, Inc. $ .624/Gallon
Farm and Home Oil $ .633/Gallon

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to award Bid #98-7 for Heating Oil to H.L. Garges, Inc. in the amount of
$ .624/Gallon.

Bid #98-8 — Diesel Fuel
Farm and Home QOil $ .6268/Gallon at Telford Facility
$ .663/Gallon delivered to Maintcnance Garage

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to award Bid #98-8 for Diesel Fuel to Farm and Home Qil in the amount of
$ .6268/Gallon at Telford facility, and $ .663/Gallon delivered to Maintenance Garage.
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E. CORRESPONDENCE — Nonc.

F. SOLICITOR’S REPORT — Mr. Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor —

1. Solicitor Grabowski presented the Declaration of Easement of Creamery
Road (TMP #15-28-160) for the Culp Lot Line Subdivision.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #98-36 to accept the Declaration of Easement of

Creamery Road (TMP #15-28-160) for the Culp Lot Line Subdivision.

2. Solicitor Grabowski presented the Declaration of Easement of Creamery

Road (TMP #15-28-160-7) for the Culp Lot Line Subdivision.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #98-37 to accept the Declaration of Easement of
Creamery Road (TMP #15-28-160-7) for the Culp Lot Line Subdivision,

3. Solicitor Grabowski presented the Calvary Church Land Development and
Financial Security Agreements for Board approval.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to accept the Land Development and Financial Security Agrccments for
Calvary Church.

4, A petition has been received from Trefoil Development Company
requesting a hearing to change the zoning of certain parcels of property along Rt. 113,
across from Calvary Church. A hearing had been tentatively scheduled by the
Supervisors to consider that petition on Wednesday, October 21, 1998. Unfortunately,
that date is not available for one of the applicant’s expert witnesses, and therefore, the
hearing has been rescheduled for Wednesday, November 4, 1998 at 7:30PM.

5. With regard to the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments, Solicitor
Grabowski advised Castle Valley Consultants preparcd drafts of the Ordinances. The
Planning Commission at their next worksession meeting on Thursday, October 1, 1998
will review those drafts. A Public Hearing has tentatively been scheduled for
Wednesday, October 21, 1998 at 7:30PM for possible adoption by the Board of
Supervisors. Additionally, copies of tbe proposed Ordinances will be available at the
Township building, at the News Herald, and at the Bucks County Law Library for public
review.
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has more than doubled since that time. As much as 80% of the ticketed traffic is made
up of non-residents of Hilltown Township. Chairman Bennett is not certain lowering the
speed limit is the answer either.

Chief Egly advised that motor vehicle violations from January to Angust were at a low of
189 per month to a high of 285 per month. Motor vehicle warnings, which are mostly
given to Township residents, run from a low of 21 to a high of 38. Criminal arrests are at
a low of 35 with a high of 51. All of the above numbers do not include those violations
in Silverdale Borough, which is also patrolled by Hilltown Police. Chief Egly is Very
aware of the speeding problem in Blooming Glen, and noted most of the speeders that he
personally has stopped are Bedminster and Dublin residents. Chief Egly confirmed that
Pennsylvania is the only remaining state Lthat does not allow local police departments to

utilize radar or lasers. Vascar does require a distance between two points for
measurement, and unfortunately, there is no area in Blooming Glen that would allow for
Vascar to be used safely. The Township’s E.S.P. machine, which is the Excessive Speed
Preventer, takes a tape and at Jeast three individuals to operate. Chicf Egly suggested a
traffic signal be considered at the intersection of Blooming Glen Road and Rt. 113, which
he believes would slow traffic through he village. Discussion took place.

2. Mr. Tim Schaffer of 1273 Rt. 113 does not believe a traffic signal is thc
answer, because he feels it will just cause motorists to speed up when the light is yellow
in order to avoid a red light. Due to thc amount of foot traffic through Lhe village of
Blooming Glen, Mr. Schaffer feels that speeders must he slowed down drastically.

Supervisor Bennington asked how many speed traps have been run this year. Chief Egly
advised there is a speed trap conducted at least once a week, far more (han have ever been
run in the past.

3. Ms. Nancy Yates, who lives at the intersection of Rt. 113 and Bleoming
Gien Road, agreed with Mr. Schaffer that a traffic signal is not the answer. Ms. Yatcs
suggested the intersection itself be made safer by blocking off the one side of Blooming
Glen Road so that it can no longer take access to Rt. 113. Mr. Horrocks noted both
Blooming Glen Road and Rt. 113 are State roads. Chief Egly commented PennDot
would not approve that suggestion.

4. Mr. Jay Pitner of 1264 Rt. 113 lives on the curve next to Moyer’s Garage,
and he is concerned that a speeding tractor trailer or other vehicle will miss the curve in
the road and end up in his bedroom. Mr. Pitner used to work in Northern New Jersey and
traveled Interstate 78 every day. At that time, the speed limit was in the process of being
increased from 55 m.p.h. to 65 m.p.h.. Mr. Pitner noted that due to the tremendous
publicity that there would be zero tolerance for speeds over 65 m.p.h., people were very
cautious about traveling at speeds greater than 60 m.p.h.. Mr. Pitner feels Lhat if it is
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located in the village of Blooming Glen, Ms. Hare feels it would be in the Township’s
best interest to protect and warn speeders.

8. Mr. Bob Vail of 1323 Blooming Glen Road asked if it would be possible
to double the fines for speeding violations through Blooming Glen, at least for the time
being. Chief Egly replied the fines are State regulated and the Township has no say in
the matter. Mr. Vail asked why three officers are required to run Vascar speed checks.
Chief Egly explained there are laser units across the street from cach other, One officer
must operate the Vascar unit, and the other two officers must pursue the speeders in
opposite directions.

9, Ms. Meg Schumer of 1307 Rt. 113 wished to make 1t clear that the reason

the issue of speeding is so important to the residents of Blooming Glen is because the
houses are located so close to the road and it 15 a two lane highway with no shoulder.
Ms. Schumer believes the only answer to the problem is some sort of random, yet
consistent, police activity in the area. Ms. Schumer does not necessarily believe that
lowering the speed limit to 25 m.p.h. or erecting a traffic signal is the answer.

10. On a different issue, Mr. Ed Curry of 1316 Blooming Glen Road
complimented the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority on the prompt action
they took when he reported the loose manhole cover in front of his home.

Mr. Curry stated the issue of speeding through Blooming Glen is an overwhelming
concern for our citizens, our chiidren, and our animals, as well. Mr, Curry installed a
picket fence around his property simply to reduce the number of duck kills he
expericnced in front of his home. Mr. Curry feels that prevention is the answer and urged
the Supervisors to take whatever action is necessary to rectify the situation.

Chairman Bennett stated the Supervisors will take all the comments and opinions
expressed this evening under advisement and will also discuss the 1ssue in further detail
with Chief Egly over the next month.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington to immediately implement the five
recommendations he made earlier this evening.

Mr. Horrocks suggested a meeting be held with the Township Engineer, Township
Solicitor, Chief Egly, and a representative of PennDot to be certain that thesc
recommcndations can be accomplished. Supervisor Bennington noted his motion is just
a starting point and felt the Board should move forward. Supervisor Grasse seconded the
motion. Motion passed unanimously






