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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
Monday, April 27, 1998
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:42PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Charles D. Grasse, Supervisor
Gregory J. Lippincott, Asst. Twp. Manager/Zoning Officer
George C. Egly, Ir., Chief of Police
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
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Lorraine Leslie, Bookkeeper

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Session prior to this meeting in
order to discuss legal matters. The Board of Supervisors also met in Executive Session
on Friday, April 24, 1998 from 8:00AM to 10:00AM to discuss legal niatters.

A. APPROVAL QF MINUTES: Action on the minutes of the March 23, 1998
Supervisor’s Meeting - Motion was made by Supervisor Grasse, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 23, 1998
Supervisor’s Meeting, as written.

Action on the minutes of the April 13, 1998 Supervisor’s Worksession Meeting - Motion

was made by Supervisor Grasse, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the minutes of the April 13, 1998 Supervisor’s Worksession
Meeting, as written.

B. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:
1. Hilltown Township Planning Commission - Open Space Plap - Mr. Dan

Paci, chairman of the Hilltown Township Planning Commission, advised a majority of
the members of the Planning Commission were in attendance this evening to express their
unanimous support of the adoption of the Hilltown Township Open Space Plan. Mr. Paci
commended the Open Space Committee for the tremendous amount of effort they made
to exccute this plan,

2, Ms. Maureen Purcell - Open Space Plan - Ms. Purcell, chairperson of the
Open Space Committee, presented the final draft of the Hilltown Township Open Space
Plan. The Open Space Committee consists of Ms. Purcell, Supervisor Charles Grasse,
Mr. Henry Rosenberger, Mr. Nick Lupinacci, Mr. Tim Browning, Ms. Denise Hermany,
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Finally, the implementation strategies were developed and described. Ms. Purcell noted
these strategies are critical for achieving the regional open space goals. The Open Space
Committee highly recommends that these strategies are carried through by the Township.
Ms. Purcell believes the potential open space links map, which graphically shows most
regional goals, is the most important map of all. This map also shows proposed links
were are graphically represented by priority group. The map presents a comprehensive
open space plan for Hilltown Township.

The Open Space Committee believes this plan provides Hilltown Township with a valid
and usable open space master plan to benefit all residents for years to come, and requests
that the Board of Supervisors approve it’s adoption. Approval of the plan is only the first

step—Ms—Purceladvised-progressiveimplementatior s —criticat-toquickty achieve e
open space goals and provide benefits to residents in the near future.

Mr. Henry Rosenberger, member of the Open Space Committee, has lived in Hilltown
Township for approximately six years and enjoys the beauty and open space that still
exists in this community. Mr. Rosenberger believes a major issue when reviewing the
trails and linkages is to provide alternative walking trails other than the roadways.

Mr. Nick Lupinacci, member of the Open Space Committee, thanked the Supervisors for
the opportunity to serve on this committee. Even though the Open Space Committee’s
initial goal was to utilize the County funding available, Mr. Lupinacci advised the
committee felt it was important to also include long term planning in the Open Space
Plan. It was Mr. Lupinacci’s pleasure to serve on this committee and he felt Ms. Purcell
did an exceptional job as chairperson.

Supervisor Bennington thanked Ms. Purcell and the Open Space Committec for the
fantastic job they did in preparing this plan. Supervisor Bennington only wishes that this
document had been in place prior to placing the Open Space referendum qucstion being
placed on the ballot.  Supervisor Bennington totally supports the Open Space
Preservation Plan as proposed this evening,.

Supervisor Grasse is proud to have served on the Open Space Committee and noted that
each member’s enthusiasm was very impressive. Further, Supervisor Grasse stated the
tremendous excitement generated by this program is felt throughout the municipality and
believes that the job of the Open Space Committee is far from over. Supervisor Grasse
commented the concept must continue to be promoted to the residents of the Township.

Chairman Bennett concurred with the statements made by his fellow Supervisors, stating
that the Open Space Plan is outstanding and he is very pleased with it’s outcome.
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Upon review of the proposed settlement agreement, Supervisor Bennington noted
Hilitown Township will be forced to pay additional funds if in fact the expansion of the
Pennridge Wastewater Treatment facility proceeds in the future. Mr. John Bender,
treasurer of the Hilltown Authority, agreed with Supervisor Bennington that the dry
weather flows would be much closer to 175 gallons per connection. In fact, Mr. Bender
believes the average flows would be closer to 200 gallons per EDU. When these figures
are put into the equation at the capacity of P.W.T.A., Mr. Bender noted it appcars that
Hilltown residents at 350 gallons per connection is over capacity to what they originally
should have had. By agreeing to this current agreement proposal, the Authority would be
acknowledging that Hilltown Township is 499 EDU’s over what should have been used.
The implications of this action would definitely be an increased operating cost for
Bender does not feel the rate payers of Hilltown would want to foot the bill of
approximately $300,000.00 to $1 million dollars. From an economic standpoint, Mr.
Bender commented this is unacceptable. This would certainly place a burden of
increased operating costs on the Township and would also commit the Township to a
large capital outlay should they go to P.W.T.A. for the plant expansion and to make good
on the alleged 499 EDU overage. Discussion took place.

4. Mr. Dan Shannon - Longacre Tract - Mr, Shannon of Trefoil Propertics

was In attendance to once again present a sketch plan for subdivision of a 50 acre
property located on Rt. 113, across the street from Calvary Church. Previously, Mr.
Shannon had discussed the sewer situation with the Supervisors and the Planning
Commission. The plan proposes the development of 31 lots. Del Val Soils dug test pits
on the site to determine the feasibility of obtaiming permits for on-lot septic systems or to
utilize spray irrigation systems. Following the 57 test pits, indications are that it would
not be feasible to use on-lot systems on the site. Mr. Shannon is before the Board this
evening to request permission to extend public sewer to the Longacre Tract. There is
existing public sewer located within the Calvary Church property. Mr. Shannon
understands that it is not the policy of Hilltown Township to allow public sewer
extension into the Rural Residential Zoning District. Mr. Shannon noted the majority of
thc Longacre Tract is zoned RR, however a portion of the tract is zoned CR-2, where
public sewer extension is permitted. Mr. Shannon asked if the Supervisors would
consider re-zoning the entire tract to CR-2 which would permit public sewer and would
not change the Township’s overall policy to allow public sewer in the RR district. Since
a portion of the Longacre property is currently zoned CR-2, Mr. Shannon advised the
second suggestion would be to allow the extension to service the entire property with
public sewer.

In addition to the zoning issues, Chairman Bennett stated there is also the problem of no
EDU’s being available at this time. Mr. Shannon understands that and is prepared to deal
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2, Mr. Lippincott presented five escrow releases for the Board’s
consideration:

Bricks Villa Phase [ Voucher #36 $ 26091
Bricks Villa Phase II Voucher #24 $ 257.11
Estates at Tall Qaks Voucher #06 $15,430.50
Estates at Tall Oaks Voucher #07 $10,000.00
Orchard Glen Subdivision  Voucher #32 $ 37492

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to release the five escrows as noted above.

D. CORRESPONDENCE: None.
E. SOLICITOR’S REPORT - Mr. Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor -
1. Solicitor Grabowski presented a Declaration of Easement for the Valdez

Subdivision located on Broad Street,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #98-26, accepting the Declaration of Easement for
the Valdez Subdivision.

2. Solicitor Grabowski presented a Declaration of Easement from Mr.
Riebman for the Valdez Subdivision located on Broad Street.

Motion was made by Supervisor, seconded by Supervisor, and carried unanimously to
adopt Resolution #98-27, accepting the Declaration of Easement from Mr. Riebman
for the Valdez Subdivision.

3. Solicitor Grabowski explained the Township has been working on a
revision of the Hilltown Township Zoning Qrdinance for the past several months. It was
determined that certain sections of the present Zoning Ordinance are too restrictive and
other were too lenient. So that an outside interested party does not have the ability to
take advantage of the Township during this re-write process, and to insure an orderly
transition from one Ordinance to another, Solicitor Grabowski suggested the Supervisors
declare a moratorium of the Zoning Ordinance for a period of 180 days, pursuant to
Section 609.2 of the Municipalities Planning Code. This process would require setting
forth by Resolution, any deficiencies that might be found; to provide for specific allowed
uses which may not be currently permitted or are permitted in insufficient quantity by the
current Zoning Ordinance; and to correct, if necessary,
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- Verification of availability of capacity and approval of proposed
connection of the Rite Aid Drug Store to public water facilities provided
by the North Penn Water Authority must be received in writing.
Additionally, proposed trash enclosure will be constructed within a North
Penn Water Authority easement. Approval for same must also be received
from North Penn Water Authority,

- Verification of capacity and approval of proposed sanitary sewer
connection must be received from the Borough of Souderton. Design
engineer must submit sewage flow information and provide written
determination whether or not planning modules are required for the
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- Development/Financial Security Agreements must be executed
between the applicant and the Township to guarantee installation
of required improvements.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to grant preliminary/final plan approval to the County Line Shopping
Center, pending completion of all outstanding items as noted above.

2. Martin Subdivision - Final - This minor subdivision located with access to
both Rt. 113 and Cherry Road was unanimously recommended for final plan approval by
the Planning Commission, subject to the following conditions:

- Planning Module approval for proposed on-lot sewage disposal
systems must be received from PADEP, or a waiver must be received
from the Bucks County Department of Health.

- Concrete monuments shown “to be set” on the plan must be installed
and certified in writing by the responsible surveyor prior to plan
recordation.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to grant final plan approval to the Martin Subdivision, pending complction
of all outstanding items as noted above.

3. James Mini Act 537 - Small Flow Treatment Facility - This proposed

small flow treatment facility to serve an existing single family dwelling on Hilltown Pike
was unanimously recommended for approval by the Planning Commission at their
meeting held on January 19, 1998. At the Supervisor’s meeting of March 23, 1998, the











