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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION MEETING
Monday, March 9, 1998
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled Worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of

Supervisors was called to order by Chairman William H. Bemnnctt, Jr. at 7:40PM and
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Charles D. Grasse, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Gregory J. Lippincott, Assistant Manager/Zoning Officer
George C. Egly, Ir., Chief of Police

Thomras A Buzby, Director of Pubtic Works

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Session with the Township

Manager and the Township Solicitor prior to this meeting in order to discuss legal
matters,

A. APPROVAIL, _OF MINUTES: Action on the minutes of the February 23. 1998
Supervisor’s Meeting: Motion was made by Supervisor Grasse, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 23, 1998
Supervisor’s Meeting, as written,

B. TREASURER’S REPORT - Mr. Bruce . Horrocks, Township Manager - Mr.

Horrocks presented the Treasurer’s Report with the following balances as of February 28,
1998:

General Fund Checking $120,567.76
Payroll Fund Checking $ 109.04
General Reserve Fund $150,024.00
Fire Fund Checking $ 1,771.78
Debt Service Fund Checking $113,772.41
State Highway Aid Checking $ 2,410.06
Escrow Fund Checking $238,503.66
Capital Projects - Series 1989 $ 25.211.21
Capital Projects - Series 1994 $ 96,409.04

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated February 28, 1998.
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Motien was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to authorize the Township Manager to draft a very strongly worded letter to
Representatives Joe Conti, Paul Clymer, and Tom Druce, demanding that they take action
in the Pennsylvania State Legislature to get drunk drivers off the road and in jail, and to
copy this correspondence to allt surrounding municipalities for their support.

G. ZONING REPORT - Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Zoning Officer - Mr. Lippincott
read the Zoning Report for the month of February, 1998; a copy of which is on file at the
Township office.

H. HILIL.TOWN FIRE COMPANY REPORT - Mr. Shawn Shade, Deputy Chief -

Mir—Shaderead-threHitttown Fire- Company Report for tiie month of February, 1998; a
copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Mr. Shade mvited the Board of Supervisors and the Township Manager to view the
Hilltown Fire Company’s apparatus at the station. The Board and Mr. Horrocks were
agreeable and a date will be scheduled.

L EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR’S REPORT - No one was
present at this time.

J. SILVERDALE FIRE COMPANY REPQRT - Mr. John Gillespie, Fire Chief -
Mr. Gillespie read the Silverdale Fire Company Report for the month of February, 1998;
a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Mr. Gillespie reported the Silverdale Fire Company is very close to securing the thermal
imaging machine which had been discussed at a previous meeting.

K. PARK AND RECREATION REPORT - No one was present at this time.

Chairman Bennett announced the annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held at the Civic Field
Park on Saturday, April 4, 1998 beginning at 10:00AM.

L. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mrs. Dilling - Bux-Mont Exchange Club - Mrs. Dilling requested that the
Board consider declaring the week of April 1% through April 7" as National Blue Ribhon

Week, and to declare the month of April as Prevention of Child Abuse Month. The Bux-
Mont Exchange Club is a local organization with it’s primary function being the
prevention of child abuse. Mrs. Dilling advised there are several “safe houses™ to shelter
those expericneing domestic violence in Pennsylvania, located in West Chester,
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Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to approve the building inspection service agrcement between Hilltown
Township and Perkasie Borough for a period of six months on a trial basis.

N. CORRESPONDENCE: None.

0. LINENS FOR SIGNATURE: None.

P. PUBLIC COMMENT:

l. Mr Gillespie asked if the Townshlp has rev1ewed a copy of the ncw

exrstmg 1990 Code enforced by Hilltown at present and the 1996 Code

Q. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bennington advised the Supreme Court has given Township
Supervisors the same protection as Federal, State and Regional counterparts in that they
can not be named as defendants in Federal civil rights suits.

Federal legislation has also been passed by the House of Representatives and is beforc the
Senate that will allow land owners to take local zoning disputes with municipalities
directly to Federal court, which is an unprecedented preemption of State and Local land
use authorities. Supervisor Bennington noted this ruling will make it very expcnsive for
municipalities to fight Federal lawsuits. Therefore, Supervisor Bennington suggested
State and Federal representatives be contacted advising that Hilltown Township is not in
favor of this legislation. Supervisors Grasse and Bennett agreed. Mr. Horrocks has
already forwarded correspondence conceming this issue.

2. Supervisor Bennington asked if Suburban Cable’s Franchise Agrcement
with Hilltown Township expires in the near future. Mr. Horrocks replied the agrecment
has cxpired. Supervisor Bennington asked if Hilltown Township can solicit other cable
companies to bid on cable service within the confines of the Township. If Suburban
Cable owns the actual cable within Hilltown, Mr. Horrocks does not know how the
Township can solicit competitive bids for other cable companies to re-run cable
throughout the municipality. Discussion took place.

R. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions of those
reportcrs present.






