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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
Monday, August 25, 1997
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
calied to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:41PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B, Bennington, Viee-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Jack Wuerstle, Township Solicitor’s Office
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
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Lynda Seimes, Township Secretary

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Session with the Township
Solicitor, Township Engineer, and Township Zoning Officer prior to this meeting in
order to discuss legal matters.

A, APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Action on the minutes of the July 28. 1997 Board
of Supervisor’s Meeting: Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 28, 1997
Supervisor’s Meeting, as written.

Action on the minutes of the August 11, 1997 Board of Supervisor’s Worksession
Meeting: Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and
carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the August 11, 1997 Supervisor’s
Worksession Meeting, as written.

B. APPROVAI OF CURRENT BILLING: Chairman Bennetl presented the Bills
List dated August 26, 1997, with General Fund payments in the amount of $18,547.18,

State Highway Aid payments in the amount of $1,710.00, and Escrow Fund payments in
the amount of $434.52; for a grand total of all payments in the amount of $19,691.70.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the Bills List dated August 26, 1997, subject to audit.

C. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Steven Miller - Permit Request Prior to Special Exception; Mr. Steve
Miller, representing Miller Tire and Auto, was in attendance to make a request of the
Board of Supervisors. At the Planning Commission meeting of August 18, 1997, a
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from the State of Pennsylvania. There have been rumors of this effective date, however
no concrete notification was given prior to this letter.  Supervisor Bennington asked if
the dynamometer for this new program is portable, and Mr. Miller replied that it is not.
Supcrvisor Fox suggested the dynamometer be installed in one of the existing bays. Mr.
Miller commented he does not have the space, and if he were to do that, it could possibly
jeopardize an employee’s job.  Since the Planning Commission meeting, Supervisor Fox
investigated what other inspection businesses are doing and what the State is requiring for
this new emission testing. Most of the other businesses he questioned intend to install a
ramp in a bay or will dig a pit (12” to 18” deep), which is the requirement, Supervisor
Fox believes Mr. Miller should investigate one of these options. Mr. Miller cxplained the
existing bays presently house equipment, and to make it as safe as possible, he believes a
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temporary building permit for a non-conforming use until it is approved, either by the
Zoning Hearing Board or by the court.

Supervisor Bennington advised the Board of Supervisors can not waive a Zoning Hearing
for a non-conformity.  Supervisor Bennington asked which other Bucks County
municipalitics have waived zoning hearings. Mr. Miller statcd these were rumors he
heard through the Bucks County Inspection Association. Supervisor Bennington
suggested the dynamometer be temporarily installed until the applicant can appear before
the Zoning Hearing Board, at which time the equipment could be moved the new building
once it has been approved. Mr. Miller felt that was an inconvenience and would cost a
great deal of money.

Legally, Solicitor Wuerstle commented (hat the Board of Supervisors can not assist Mr.
Miller, other than to offer suggestions.  Solicitor Wuerstle understands the time
constraints involved with appealing to the Zoning Hearing Board, and believes the best
option for the business would be to explore some sort of temporary remedy until a Zoning
Hearing decision can be granted. Further, Solicitor Wuerstle wondered about Mr.
Miller’s sources regarding the waiver of zoning hearings and zoning hearing fees, which
he finds very difficult to do within the boundaries of the Municipalities Planning Code.

Mr, John Snyder, chairman of the Zoning Hearing Board, stated the only hearing on their
agenda in the near future is scheduled for September 4, 1997. Requirements for
advertising for a zoning hearing include two advertisements, not more than 30 days prior
to, and not less than seven days prior to a hearing. Mr. Snyder suggested Mr. Miller
submit an application immediately, and the Zomng Hearing Board could then meet Lhe
third week of September where a possible verbal decision could then be rendered. This
may help Lhe applicant to meet the October 1% deadline imposed by the State. Mr. Miller
agreed with this suggestion and will submit his Zoning Hearing application tomorrow
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G. SOLICITOR’S REPORT - Mr, Jack Wuerstle, Township Solicitor’s Qffice -

1. Solicitor Wuerstle presented Development and Financial Security
Agreements for the Keystone Estates Subdivision for the Board’s execution this evening,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #97-24 for the drainage/snow storage easement for
the Keystone Estates Subdivision, and to accept the Financial and Security Agreements
for the Keystone Estates Subdivision.

2. Solicitor Wuerstle presented a Treatment and Maintenance Agreement for
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Manager earlier this evening.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seeonded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to approve the Spray Irrigation System agreement for Mr. and Mrs. Barry
Hewitt.

3. Solicitor Wuerstle presented a Street Light Resolution for the Orchard
Glen Development, authorizing the assessment of street lights within this development,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #97-25 to assess street lights within the Orchard
Glen Subdivision.

4, The storm drainage easement assessment required for Lots #44 through
#49 of the Country Roads Subdivision was received from the dcveloper and has been
recorded.

H. ANNING - Mr. C. Robert W ownship Engi -
1. Gray Subdivision - This 3 lot subdivision located on Broad Street and

Stump Road was unanimously recommended for final plan approval by the Planning
Commission, conditional upon the following:

- Ultimate right-of-way area of Broad Street and Stump Road must be
dedicated to Hilltown Township.

- Financial security/development agreements must be executed between Lhe
Township and the applicant to guarantee installation of public improvements.


















