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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, June 23, 1997
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:40PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present: Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Gregory I. Lippincott, Asst. Township Manager/Zoning Officer
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor

George C Egly, Chief of Police
Lynda Seimes, Township Secretary

Chairman Benneit announced the Supervisors met in Executive Session prior to this
meeting in order to discuss pending litigation.

A APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Action on the minutes of the May 27, 1997 Board of Supervisors Meeting: Motion was
made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried unanimously to
approve the minutes of the May 27, 1997 Board of Supervisors meeting, as written.

Action on the minutes of the June 9, 1997 Board of Supervisors Worksession Meeting:
Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried

unanimously to approve the minutes of the June 9, 1997 Board of Supervisors
Worksession Meeting, as written.

B APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING: Chairman Bennett presented the Bills
List dated June 24, 1997, with General Fund payments in the amount of $33,810.05, Fire
Fund payments in the amount of $42,600.00, State Highway Aid payments in the amount
of $8,073.11, and Escrow Fund payments in the amount of $1,493.16; for a grand total of
all funds in the amount of $85,976,32.

Supervisor Fox questioned the bill from Niessen, Dunlap, and Pritchard in the amount of
$2,630.00. Mrs. Leslie, Township Treasurer, advised this is the final payment for auditing
services for 1996. There was a total of $9,500.00 for the audit, and $2,500.00 for the
single audit.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the Bills List dated June 24, 1997, subject to audit.
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Hilltown Township Authority system are not compatible.  Further, the Hilltown
Authority’s system ends as close to the Cherry Road homes as Mr. Shannon’s termination
point would. Therefore, Supervisor Bennington does not feef that Mr. Shannon’s
proposal would be benefiting the Township in any way. Mr. Wynn asked if Mr. Shannon
has access to Cherry Road for the extension of public sewer. Mr. Shannon replied that the
public sewer could be extended to the far end of the Longacre Tract. Mr. Wynn reminded
that Board that with this scenario, the public sewers would have to be run through private
property to get to Cherry Road. Mr. Wynn noted the Hilllown Authority has the
jurisdiction of Cherry Road and the sewers proposed to be extended into the Longacre
Tract are under the jurisdiction of the Telford Borough Authority. The Hilltown
Authority currently has sewer lines on Cherry Road, however the cost of extending the

lIines to serve properties primarily on one side oif the roadway 1s very expensive. NI
Shannon believes the Township would have to extend the public sewer line approximately
1,000 ft. from Cherry Drive along Cherry Road to get to the point equal to where the
Longacre Tract comes close to intersecting Cherry Road. Supervisor Bennington is not
willing to consider the extension of public sewer into the Rural Residential Zoning
Distnict.

Mr. Wynn suggested Mr. Shannon prepare a plan and cost estimate showing how his
proposal to extend public sewers can possibly benefit the Township. Solicitor Grabowski
explained the Hilltown Authonty is currently in the process of assisting in the revision of a
proposed Act 537 which will be submitted to the Township for review within the next
several months. At this point, the Authority engineer has reviewed estimated costs as to
the correction of the Cherry Road/Cherry Drive malfunctioning septic systems at
approximately $900,000.00 to serve 30 homes. Soticitor Grabowski does not feel any
residents in Hilltown Township can afford to pay $30,000.00 for a public sewer
connection. In order for the Township to even consider Mr. Shannon’s project, Solicitor
Grabowski asked what the applicant would be willing to do to help defray the cost of the
Cherry Road project. Mr, Shannon will evaluate the issue and will discuss it with the
Hilltown Authority and their engineer. The Board had no objection to these discussions.

2. Mr. Riccardo Ventresca - Zoning Hearing Continuance Fee - Mr.
Ventresca was in attendance to discuss a pending Zoning Hearing (#97-08) for Mr. and
Mrs. Teed. The hearing was held last Thursday at 8:00PM. Due to circumstances, an
alternate member, Mr. Frank Buschman, had been appointed to the Zoning Hearing Board
because all three members and the Solicitor had recused themselves from the hearing due
to conflict of interest. Due to the number of adjoining property owners who were
opposed to the variance request, the hearing did not actually commence unti] close to
9:00PM. Mr. Buschman had declared that the hearing would not proceed past 11:00PM
to hear testimony. Although Mr. Ventresca’s applicants were willing to proceed, they
only had the opportunity to present three of their five witnesses. Mr, Buschman indicated
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3. At their regularly scheduled meeting on June 18" the Fire Prevention
Bureau discussed the Supervisor’s request to place a referendum question on the
November 1997 ballot to raise the fire tax from 3 mills to 5 mills, effective 1/1/98. This
process is permitted by the Second Class Township Code, as amended by Act 30 of
November 9, 1995. The Fire Prevention Bureau recommends the following breakdown of
the additional two mills, should the Supervisors decide to place the question on the ballot
and should the voters approve the question: 1 mill for Township area covered and 1 mill
for total building assessment.

Chairman Bennett advised one mill is $36,000.00 and two mills is $72,262.00. One of
Supervisor Fox’s biggest concerns as a Supervisor has been the lack of support that fire

companies receive from new developments coming into the Lownship. Recently,
Supervisor Fox has been requesting that developers contribute to the local fire company,
but only rarely have they done so. Most of the new residents of the Township who
transfer here from large cities, do not realize that Hilltown Township is protected by
volunteer fire fighters.  Supervisor Bennington feels it is vitally important that the
Township provide as much funding as possible to the fire companies, and he does not feel
the addition of two mills to the fire tax would cause undue hardship on the taxpayers of
the Township. Chairman Bennett is normally opposed to tax increases, however in this
instance, he feels the fire fighters are the unsung heroes of the community.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and carried
unanimously to authorize the placement of a referendum question on the November 1997

ballot as to whether the fire tax should be raised from 3 mills to 5 mills.

E. CORRESPONDENCE: None.

F. SOLICITOR’S REPORT - Mr. Francis X. Grabowski. Township Solicitor -

1. Solicitor Grabowski advised there was a need for two easements for the
installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of Rt. 113 and Callowhill Road, from Mr.
and Mrs, Kenneth Weidemoyer and Mr, and Mrs. Bruce Weikel.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to adept Resolution #97-19 to accept the Declaration of Easement from
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Weikel; and Resolution #97-20 to accept the Declaration of
Easement from Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Weidemoyer, for the installation of the
traffic signal at the intersection of Rt. 113 and Callowhill Road.

Supervisor Fox suggested a letter of thanks be forwarded to Mr. and Mrs. Weikel and Mr.
and Mrs. Weidemoyer for granting the easement for the installation of this traffic signal.
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received from Strothers Associates advising that the pins and monuments were set as of
June 10, 1997. Accordingly, all conditions of preliminary plan approval have been
accomplished.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to grant final plan approval to the Dean’s Harley-Davidson plan.

3. Atkinson Subdivision (Minor) - This minor subdivision plan, located on
Callowhill Road/Hilltown Pike, was unanimously recommended for denial by the Planning
Commission unless an extension is received before July 20, 1997. The applicant was
present at that meeting and advised an extension would be forthcoming. The basis for

— denmat s tor-compliance withr Ordinance Tequirements a3 contained withitt the May 13,
1997 engineering review and pursuant to Section 515.1.(b) of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code which permits the Township to refuse to grant any approval
necessary to further develop a property which is in violation of any Ordinance adopted
pursuant to this article. There is an existing zoning violation on the property for alteration
to a structure without having secured a proper zoning permit in accordance with Section
802 of the Ordinance.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to deny the Atkinson Subdivision plan unless an extension is received prior to
July 20, 1997.

4. Phinney Subdivision - Mr. Wynn advised that on the same site as the
recently approved three lot Phinney Subdivision, there is an outstanding application for a
minor subdivision which includes a proposal to construct five apartments in the existing
Phinney residence. As this plan is still active, the Planning Commission unanimously
recommended denial of the Phinney Minor Subdivision plan due to non-compliance with
the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision regulations as contained within the engineering
review dated March 14, 1994 and the Bucks County Planning Commission review dated
March 30, 1994,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Fox, and carried
unanimously to deny the Phinney Minor Subdivision, due to non-compliance with the
Zoning and Subdivision/Land Development Ordinance requirements, the engineering
review dated March 14, 1994, and the Bucks County Planning Commission review dated
March 30, 1994.
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the westbound approach to the curve at the rear entrance to the Skunk Hollow Quarry
site.

L PLANS FOR SIGNATURE;
1. David Wayne Moyer Subdivision

J. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Mr. John Gillespie, chief of Silverdale Fire Company, has been called to the
Country Roads development on four separate occasions with complaints of vehicles
parked in front of ﬁre hydrants. There is proper. 51gnage throughout the development,
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hydrants remain clear for easy access. Chlef Egly will take care of the matter.

2 On Thursday, June 19", during a routine speed check on Rt. 313, between
Blue School Road and Rt. 113, Chief Egly advised a vehicle was clocked at 94 m.p.h..
Further, drunk driving arrests are increasing,

Chief Egly requested a meeting with the Board of Supervisors prior to the July 14, 1997
worksesston meeting in order to introduce the officer being considered to replace Sgt.
Ashby Watts, who is retiring at the end of this month.

K. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions from those
reporters present.

L. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bennington noticed that the “No Parking” signs in the Pleasant
Meadows development still remain on both sides of the street, despite a motion that was
made several months ago to remove the signs on the left side of the street. Mr. Lippincott
will bring this matter to the aitention of Mr, Horrocks and Mr. Buzby.

M. ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously, the June 23, 1997 Board of Supervisors meeting
was adjourned at 9:00PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Amda. Liney
Lynda Seimes
Township Secretary





