pg. 2779
JOINT MEETING
HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AND
HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY
Monday, March 11, 1996
6:00PM

The Joint Meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors and
the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority was called to order
by Chairman William H. Bennett Jr. at 6:00PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present: Kenneth B. Bennlington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
James Groff, Operations Manager, H.T.W.S.A.
Scott Tagg, Chairman, H.T.W.S.A.
Frank Beck, Vice-Chairman, H.T.W.S.A.
Harry Mauer, H.T.W.S.A.
Raymond Weidner, H.T.W.S.A.
John Bender, H.T.W.S.A.
William Kee, H.T.W.S.A. Engineer

Chairman Bennett announced this was an advertised public meeting
in order to discuss the proposed water tank in Hilltown Township.
Chairman Bennett requested this meeting because in the past three
weeks he has received a number of phone calls and had several
conversations concerning the issue. This meeting is not intended
to usurp the Planning Commission, who will review this matter at
their meeting one week from this evening. This is purely an
informational meeting.

Approximately two years ago, Chairman Bennett spoke to Mr. Thomas
Wynkoop, the Operations Manager of the Authority at the time, and
it was his understanding that this proposal was for a 35 ft. tower
containing a tank with capacity for approximately 500,000 gallons
of water. There were two possible sites proposed at that time.
Chalrman Bennett has visited this latest proposed site with Mr.
Groff, Operations Manager. The tank is now proposed as a one
million gallon tank to be approximately 70 ft. high. Chairman
Bennett is a bit confused as to why the height and the capacity of
the tank has been upgraded.

A. HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY COMMENTS:

1. Mr. Jim Groff, Operations Manager, explained the
Authority is presently in an agreement with Telford Borough
Authority, who serves as a municipal interconnect which supplies
water for our fire protection and water pressure to the system of
the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority. An informal
search for a possible storage tank site was conducted by Mr.
Wynkoop approximately two years ago, as Chairman Bennett has
stated, however no engineering was done at that time. Serious
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tank to protect the potability of the water. The original 35 ft.
tank Chairman Bennett spoke of would, in actuality, represent a 42
ft. tank, which would have contained 35 ft. of water and 7 ft. for
the self-supporting dome., The reason the Authority is proposing
a 73 ft. high tank 1s because of a pressure regquirement determined
by the Department of Environmental Protection. D.E.P. requires a
minimum pressure of 25 p.s.il.(pounds per square inch) in
distribution lines at all times. A 35 ft. high tank creates a
1,044 acre "dead zone.” With a tank at an overall height of 42 ft.
(or 35 ft, of water for operation), Mr. Groff noted a tank placed
on the site would create a dead zone, and explained that no
connection could be made in the entire area because it would not
provide for D.E.P.'s reguired 25 p.s.i.. Mr. Groff presented a
sketch illustrating his remarks. Nothing inside the area
highlighted in yellow cn the sketch could be fed by that particular
water storage tank. At 66 ft. of operating pressure, there would
be a pressure of 28 ft. at the bottom of the tank, thus allowing
any connection to be made within the zone. Therefore, any “dead
zone" would be alleviated with a taller tank. Mr. Groff advised
this proposal would provide water to the Village Center District,
which is an area that may experience water shortages and be
adversely affected if the quarry proposal is submitted. Further,
within that dead zone of a 35 ft. tank, there would be no fire
hydrants, thereby eliminating any probability of fire protection
in that area.

Additional engineering reasons for a 73 ft. water storage tank
include:

- Land for a booster pump station
- Dual pipes in dead zone
- Connection liability (back siphonage)
- Another tank at this site in future
- Additional Dollars:
* Maintenance of dead end pipelines
* Water for flushing
* Electricity to run pumps
* Treatment

If the Authority constructed a 35 ft. water storage tank on this
site, Mr. Groff noted a booster pump would also have to be
installed to get water in to the "dead =zone" area. This would
require more piping and additional cost, as well as dual pipes
within the dead zone. The Authority would have to run dual lines
within the area to create a pressure zone within a gravity pressure
zone. Construction of a booster pump on the site would create dead
end lines and future problems, such as a connection liability. At
a tank height of 35 ft. (42 ft. overall), connection liability
would certainly come to the forefront for the Authority. For
instance, if the fire company was connected to a hydrant to fight
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that show essentially the same thing. Fire flows on various
structures have been in place for a great many years.

Concerning the color of the proposed water storage tank, Mr. Groff
explained dark blue 1s the color being proposed. Since the upper
layer 1s where most of the water will come from, the color of the
outside of the tank should be such that it will absorb any heat
that it can in order to eliminate the possibility of freezing
within the tank. Freezing can definitely interfere with operation
and with the overall tank structure itself. Also, the Authority
would like to maintain the rural character of this community which
is why the tank 1s being proposed as a "silo look." Mr. Groff
presented a photograph of the type of tank the Authority is
proposing.

The cost involved in this project is approximately $975,000,00
which would include the purchase of the million gallon tank and the
line to the tank. Mr. Groff noted the cost involved for the 0.5
million gallon tank, plus the line to the tank, the booster pump
station, and the dual 1lines would doubkle the price, or
approximately $1,800,000.00,

The Hilltown Authority has discussed this project in great detail,
and all agree that the property next to the park is the most ideal
location for the following reasons:

- Use of public, not private, property
- Does not interfere with Glider Port
- Does not interfere with land use

- Allows lowest possible tank height

Depending on the elevation, Mr. Groff advised the tank may have to
be even higher to be placed at any other location.

Mr. Groff presented a map showing the location of the Glider Port
runways and noted that to place the water storage tank on the fire
department property, it would be directly in line with a runway.

B. SUPERVISOR QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Fox noted that Mr. Groff stated the property
the Authority 1ls interested in i1s Township land, not park land.
Supervisor Fox stated that property is part of the park and the
Township owns the park. The entire property is park land.

Supervisor Fox commented Telford's tank is not as high as this
proposed tank would be. Mr. Groff replied the Township's site is
actually higher than Telford's site, and therefore the Authority
pressure reduced it down to equal Telford's pressure on that side.
Supervisor Fox did not understand the logic, stating that if the























