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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, January 22, 1996
7:30PM

The reqularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr.
at 7:36PM and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were: Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor
George C. Egly, Chief of Police
Lynda Seimes, Township Secretary

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Sesslon prior
to this meeting with the Township Manager and Township Solicitor
in order to discuss personnel and legal matters.

A, APPROVAL QOF MINUTES:

Action on the minutes of the December 26, 1995 Board of
Supervisors _Meeting: Supervisor Fox noted the following
correction:

- pg. 15, fourth paragraph, second sentence, should read
"Supervisor Bennington stated he is not an expert in billboards or
signs; however he also knows that there is a Pennsylvania Supreme
Court decision (J.B. Stevens) that struck down the enforceability
of the billboard portion of the Zoning Ordinance.”

Supervisor Fox continued explaining the J.B. Stevens case, however
Supervisor Bennington noted that statement was not made at the
December 26th meeting. Supervisor Fox agreed to continue his
statement during the “"Supervisor's Comments" portion of the
meeting.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the
December 26, 1995 Board of Supervisors Meeting, as corrected.

Action on the minutes of the January 2, 1996 Board of
Supervisors Reorganization Meeting: Supervisor Bennington noted
the following corrections:

- pg. 1, item B, should read "B. SELECTION OF TEMPORARY
SECRETARY: Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by
Supervisor Fox, and carried unanimously to appoint Lynda Seimes as
Temporary Secretary."

- pg. 2, item #4, should read "4. Code Enforcement Officer
- Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
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progress report on the Agricultural Area Security District. The
Committee 1s pleased to report, per Resolution #96-9, that the
review of the Hilltown Agricultural Area is now underway and the
following actions have been taken:

- Legal advertisement appeared 1in the News Herald .on
January 10, 1996.

- A complete mailing was made by the Township Manager to
all current participating landowners.

- & deadline of February 9, 1996 was set for all applicants
to submit applications.

By State law, the Township is to complete this Agricultural review
process in 120 days, with January 9, 1996 as the start of the 120
day review. After the February 9, 1996 deadline when all
applications have been receilved, Mr. Wendig advised the
Agricultural Advisory Committee will hold a meeting with a report
to follow to the Board of Supervisors. The Board of Supervieors
must then schedule a Public Hearing, and then approve or modify the
Agricultural Security Area.

As the Board is aware, this program offers a number of benefits to
the landowners, including protection from nuisance lawsults,
limiting the use of land condemnation procedures, and possibly some
financial benefits to full-time farmers.

Mr. Wendig advised all applications and additional information can
be obtained from Lynda Seimes at the Township office.

The Committee is pleased to report that they have received an
excellent response from the mailing and favorable comments from
personal contact with most of the Agricultural Committee members.

Mr. Wendig noted Hilltown Township has one of the largest
Agricultural Security Areas in Bucks County and the Committee hopes
that Hilltown can become the largest Agricultural Security Area in
the County.

If you are already a member of the Agricultural Security Area,
Chairman Bennett asked if a resident must apply again. Mr. Wendig
explained each active member received a mailing and residents must
complete and return the form that they received.

Further, Chairman Bennett cited page 10 of the handbook concerning
Agricultural Security Districts, which states "A farm must,
however, still be located in a 500 acre Agricultural Security
Area." Chairman Bennett asked if that means there must be 500
acres of Agriculture Security land in the Township or if it means
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3. For the Board's information, Mr. Horrocks advised the
P.B.A., which is the bargaining unit of the police department, has
agreed to enter a six month trial period of operating with 12 hour
shifte for officers. The P.B.A. has also agreed to increase
vacation, sick, and personal days toc 12 hours, instead of the
standard 8 hour days, so that there will be no increase, loss, or
cost to the Township.

4. Every vyear the Bucks County Association of Township
Officials compiles a list of resolutions to possibly be adopted at
their February convention. This list will be reviewed by their
legislation committee in order for them to be adopted at the State
convention held in Hershey, Pennsylvania in April. Mr. Horrocks
presented information concerning a bill regarding State paid
traffic control devices on any State highways or at any
intersection with a State highway and a Township reoadway. This
bill proposes that the State assumes the electrical and maintenance
costs of those traffic signals.

Supervisor Bennington felt this type of proposal was an excellent
idea, and stated he would like to take it a step further by
exempting Townships from lawsuits that occur at  State
intersections., Supervisor Bennington enthusiastically supports
House Bill 2043, and his fellow Supervisors emphatically agreed.

5. Mr. Horrocks advised the Board authorized seven liens to
be placed against property owners in the Telford area who have not
paid their sewer bills. Mr. Horrocks explained that one of those
individuals had sent her check to Telford Borough Authority, which
included the payment to Hilltown Township, and it was paid prior
to the date of the lien being placed; however there was an overlap
of mail. Mr. Horrocks suggested the Board remove the lien from
this individual with no fees involved, including the $14.00 filing
fee and any interest,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously +to remove the 1lien from the
Schweinfurth property and to rescind the $14.00 filing fee.

6. The Township received paperwork for the 1996 Community
Development Block Grant in the amount of $96,300.00 in today's
mail. Those documents will be availlable for the Board's signature
following this meeting.

7. For the Board's information, Mr. Horrocks noted it has
been an exhausting two weeks for the Hilltown Township Public Works
Department. The crew has worked 560 regular hours and 516 overtime
hours in the past two weeks due to the severe weather. The Public
Works Department worked on the initial storm on Sunday for 18 hours
with five hours off that evening, on Monday for 11 hours with four
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Solicitor Grabowskl suggested dialogue take place with the legal
counsel for the school district to determine why they feel they
have the right to make that request. Supervisor Fox believes there
should be more clarity in the schoel district's request. The Board
directed Mr. Horrocks to respond to the school district, requesting
more details and to schedule discussions with their legal counsel
in order to determine under what section of the law they feel they
have the right to make this request.

3. The 1996 Budget has been received from the Hilltown
Township Water and Sewer Authority.

4, The 1994 Local Government Financial Statistics Report,
which includes figures for Hilltown Township, was recelved from the
Department of Community Affairs.

H. SOLICITOR'S REPORT - Mr. Francis X. Grabowski -

1. There 1s an ongoing lawsuit by East Rockhill Township
against the Pennridge Wastewater Treatment Authority, Perkasie
Borough Authority, and other municipalities. Hilltown Township had
petitioned Judge Scott to remove Hilltown Township from the lawsuit
since effectively they are not a party to the Sewage Treatment
Agreement. Judge Scott agreed with Hilltown Township, and on
January 18, 1996 she signed an Order removing Hilltown Township
from the lawsuit.

2. Solicitor Grabowski provided a status report on the Baker
case, advising the Township has filed an appeal of the decision by
the Department of Environmental Protection to the Environmental
Hearing Board, which 1is an administrative body located in
Harrisburg. Copies of the appeal are avallable for public review
this evening.

3. After a great deal of discussion with Meridian Bank,
Solicitor Grabowski advised a check has been received under the
default notice regarding the Schade Subdivision. Solicitor

Grabowskl presented the check from Meridian Bank, dated January 19,
1996 for the full amount of the outstanding Letter of Credit. 1In
addition, after the developer learned of the action taken by the
Township, he entered into a contract with a local contractor to
complete the work. Mr. Wynn recommended that the contractor be
permitted to do the work and to use these funds towards payment of
that contract. The Supervisors were in agreement with Mr. Wynn's
recommendation.

4, Mr. Horrocks advised there are linens for signature
following the meeting which include Waste Management and Blosser
Subdivision.
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Municipalities Planning Code must be read clesely to find, by way
of a formula, how to arrive at the assessment. The Resolution
before the Board this evening has an arbitrary figure, and
Solicitor Graboweki has no clue as to how that figure was arrived
at. Supervisor Fox believes that figure is the lowest figure that
any municipality charges, and stated most municipalities charge
that fee or even more. Solicitor Grabowski agreed that may be
correct, if there is a reasonable basis for doing so. If the
Township 1s going to follow the Municipalities Planning Code to
establish an assessed fiqure for recreational purposes, Solicitor
Grabowski noted the law must be followed, which is much more
complex than a half page Resolution,

Supervisor Bennington asked Mr. Horrocks who directed him to draft
this proposed Ordinance. Supervisor Fox commented he asked Mr.
Horrockse to present this Resolution to the Board of Supervisors.
Supervisor Bennington advised Mr. Horrocks not to act on the
direction of only one Supervisor in the future and Chairman Bennett
agreed.

It is Chairman Bennett's understanding that a Park and Recreation
Plan is needed prior to the passage of any such Resclution.
Supervisor Fox noted there is an approved Park and Recreation Plan,
however 1t 1s approximately six years old. Supervisor Fox
commented the Ordinance itself states that 1f developers do not
wish to donate land or construct a park, they are permitted to
donate fees in lieu of, through negotiations. Supervisor Fox would
like a second legal opinion on this matter, since he has been
trying for seven years to get this through and the Township has
lost millions of dollars as a result. If Supervisor Fox would like
Solicitor Grabowski to meet with the Planning Commission once
again, he would be more than happy to comply. Chairman Bennett
noted the Township obtained a second legal opinion several times
in the past, at Supervisor Fox's request, and lost money because
of it. Therefore, Chalrman Bennett is not prepared to do so again.
Supervisor Bennington suggested that the Township Solicitor make
his presentation on this matter at the Jjoint meeting to be held
with the Park and Recreation Board, Planning Commission, Board of
Supervisors, Township Engineer, and the Bucks County Planning
Commission, scheduled for January 24, 1996. Chairman Bennett was
in agreement. Mr., Horrocks noted this 1s the only item on the
agenda for that meeting. Solicitor Grabowski explained the Park
and Recreation Board has been provided copies of Park and
Recreation Plans adopted by other municipalities and are the basis
for which assessed recreational fees have been determined.

I. PLANNING - Mr. Bruce G, Horrocks, Township Manager -

1, Bilt-Rite (Formerly Todd Motors)} - This plan proposes to
construct a 1,544 sq. ft. addition to the existing office building
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2. Blooming Glen Restorations - Mr. Brook Rush and Mr. Daryl
Derstine of Blooming Glen Restorations were in attendance to
request a waiver of land development for the proposed commercial
use and parking facilities at the site located on the northwest
corner of Rt. 113 and Blooming Glen Road.

By unanimous vote, the Planning Commission recommended that an
escrow be established with the Township to permit review of the
sketch plan or the purposes of developing a "laundry" 1list of
necessary land development waivers; and to review the Zoning
Hearing Board Decision as it relates +to their propesed
improvements.

Mr. Horrocks noted that Mr. Wynn advised review of this proposal
will encompass a one hour site visit, a one hour review of both
the Zoning Hearing Board decision and the newly adopted
Subdivision/Land Development Ordinance; and cone hour to execute a
written response. Mr. Wynn suggested that a $300.00 escrow would
be the maximum required.

Supervisor Bennington has read the Zoning Hearing Board decision
regarding this case and has spoken to Mr. Wynn and the applicants.
It seems to Supervisor Bennington that there are some issues that
have remained open as to why the land development requirements were
not recommended for waiver by the Planning Commission. Supervisor
Bennington requested that Blooming Glen Restorations submit a list
of issues wvia their engineer, which would be reviewed by the
Township Engineer. Supervisor Bennington also suggested that a
$300.00 escrow be established with the Township. Mr. Wynn would
then review the issues as presented and would provide information
to the Planning Commission prior to their February 19, 1996
meeting. The Planning Commission would then make recommendations
to the Board of Supervisors who would make a decision at their
regularly scheduled meeting of February 26, 1996.

Supervisor Fox noted that the Zoning Hearing Board decision has
nothing to do with land development and subdivision. Further,
there are some outstanding problems that Mr. Wynn brought to the
Planning Commission's attention, including water draining out on
to the roadway and buffer areas. These issues were not and should
not have been addressed by the Zoning Hearing Board.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to request that an escrow in
the amount of $300.00 be established by the applicant with Hilltown
Township to permit review of the sketch plan for the purposes of
developing a list of necessary land development waivers; and to
review the Zoning Hearing Board decision as it relates to the
Blooming Glen Restorations proposal.
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2. On Thursday evening when Supervisor Bennington came home
from work, there was emergency personnel from Silverdale Fire
Company at Tice Lane because a passing motorist once again smelled
gas from the UGI line in the area. Supervisor Bennington has been
complaining about this same situation for approximately a year.
It took UGI four hours to respond to the complaint because they did
feel it was a "critical situation." Supervisor Bennington and many
of his neighbors have complained to UGI on numerous occasions.
UGI responded by saying it is a low pressure line that will never
explode. Supervisor Bennington noted that a supposedly low
pressure line exploded in Souderton several years ago and he 1is
very cencerned. Supervisor Bennington does not have gas heat, but
many of his nelghbors do, and all of the Country Roads development
does. It seems to Superviscer Bennington that as UGI patches one
portion of the gas line, the strong gas smell continues to move
down the road. Last year, UGI advised that the strongest smell
will occur during the most humid time of the year, in the spring
or summer months, however it appears the gas smell is stronger now
in the winter months. Supervisor Bennington 1is very, very
concerned that residents who have gas heat are getting closer to
where the line is going to break or rupture. 1In fact, Supervisor
Bennington is not convinced that this very old gas line, as it
takes more gas down to the Country Roads Development, won't erupt
into a very serious situation.

Supervisor Bennington suggested that a very firm letter be sent
putting UGI on notice that Hilltown Township is aware of this
dangerous situation, and that letters also be sent tco the PUC, Tom
Druce, David Heckler, and Jim Greenwood, explaining what 1is

happening. Further, Supervisor Bennington feels reports should
be obtained from the Silverdale Fire Company as to how many times
they have responded to this obvious gas leak. Supervisor

Bennington wants to prevent a potentially dangerous situation.
Chairman Bennett and Supervisor Fox were 1in agreement with
Supervisor Bennington's suggestion.

Solicitor Grabowskl believes that when the Authority constructed
its waterline at Rt. 152 approximately 8 years ago, the contractor
involved was very concerned about the age of the existing gas line
and refused to do any blasting in the area. The Buthority then had
to pay for hand excavation. Supervisor Bennington commented there
are twelve bore holes in the street near Tice Lane 1in order to
allow the gas to escape and to take the pressure off the line.

Mr. Horrocks will contact the chief of Silverdale Fire Company to
obtain information about how many calls they have responded to at
that site and will forward letters of concern to those officials
as suggested by Supervisor Bennington.


















