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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION MEETING
Monday, July 10, 1995
7:30PM

The reqgularly scheduled worksession meeting of the Hilltown
Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman
William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:35PM and opened with the Pledge of
Lllegliance.

Also present were: Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Thomas A. Buzby, Director of Public Works
Warren L. Nace, Zoning Officer
George C. Egly, Chief of Police

Chairman Bennett announced the Supervisors, the Township Manager,
and the Hilltown Fire Chief met in Executive Session prior to this
meeting to discuss fire suppression systems and possible future
action.

L. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING: Chairman Bennett presented the
Bills List, dated July 11, 1995, with General Fund payments in the
amount of $52,047.31; State Highway Aid payments in the amount of
$7,436.80; and Escrow Fund payments in the amount of $5,141.00; for
a grand total of all funds in ‘the amount of $64,625.11.

Chairman Bennett felt the final payment for the new telephone
system should not be made until the system is in full operation.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the Bills List,
dated July 11, 1995, subject to audit.

B. MANAGER'S REPORT - Mr. Bruce Horrocks -

1. A request has been received from Calvary Church, a tax
exempt organization, to waive the rental fee of the Scout Cabin for
their use on July 21, 1995. The security deposit will be submitted
by the renter.

Motion waes made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to waive the Scout Cabin rental fee
for Calvary Church for their use of the facility on July 21, 1995.

2, Mr. Horrocke requested authorization to attend a seminar
entitled "Successful Strategies for Managing Time and Stress,”
sponsored by the Department of Community Affairs.

Motion by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and
carried unanimously to authorize the Manager's attendance at the
above noted seminar sponsored by D.C.A..
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Fox asked if these specifications are clearly listed in the bid
package. Mr. Buzby replied that it is, and it has been specified
this way for as long as he can remember. It is Mr. Horrocks'
recommendation to award Bid #95-7 to H & K Materials in the total
amount of $16,915.00. Supervisor Bennington noted the point raised
at the last meeting was that one company specifically, due to these
particular bid specifications, would never lose the bid. Mr.
Horrocks advised the difference is time, labor, and the equipment
cost of driving three or four miles further through the entire
course of the year. Further, Mr. Buzby explained several years
ago, the municipal manager of PennDot stated that if the Township
can justify the cost, the Township can legally impose the cost per
mile clause in the bid. Discussion took place. Supervisor Fox
would just like to insure that this bidding process is legal.
Chairman Bennett replied that it is legal, and this process has
been followed for many years.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to award Bid #95-7 for Aggregate to
H & K Materials in the amount of $16,915.00.

cC. CORRESPONDENCE: None.

D. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Wwilliam Lehuta - Reguest for One-Way Street - Mr.
Lehuta was not in attendance. Mr. Horrocks believes Mr. Lehuta's
request was for the Board to consider declaring Callowhill Road,
from Rt. 113 to South Perkasie Road, a one-way etreet in a
northerly direction. Mr. Horrocks had advised Mr. Lehuta that
Callowhill Road is a State road, and therefore the Township would
have no control over that. Further, Mr. Horrocks has heard rumors
that PennDot has given consideration to that request.

E. HEILLTOWN TOWNSHIP WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY REPORT - Mr. Jim
Groff - Mr. Groff read the Water and Sewer Authority Report for
the month of June, 1995, which is on file at the Township office.

F. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT -~ Mr., Thomas A. Buzby - Mr.
Buzby read the Public Works Report for the period of May 28th
through June 24, 1995, which 1s on file at the Township office.

G. POLICE CHIEF'S REPORT - Due to the absence of Chief Egly, the
Police Report for the month of June, 1995, was not read. This
report is on file at the Township office.

H. ZONING OFFICER'S REPORT - Mr. Warren Nace - Mr. Nace read the
zoning Report for the month of June, 1995, which is on file at the
Township office.
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requires farm fields to be mowed twice a year. Mr. Thompson had
previously stated that he mows this meadow once a year, however
Supervisor Fox feels it should be mowed twice a year. If Mr.
Thompson owned a great deal of land, with no residential properties
behind him, Supervisor Fox felt he could actually raise crops. But
to call this area a "conservation district," though it is not a

very large parcel, is incorrect. Supervisor Fox is in sympathy
with Mr. Thompson, yet he believes the land should be mowed twice
a year. Mr. Thompson asked 1f the recommendations of certain

agencies and organizations concerning meadow care have any bearing
on the Supervisor's aesthetic decisions on what should be required.
Mr. Thompson has owned this property only 15 menths, and noted
change does not occur quickly in a situation such as this in order
to meet the goals he 1s attempting to obtain. Mr. Thompson has
been the owner for one and a half growing seasons at the site, and
would agree that there is an abundance of grass types that he would
not consider encouraging for continued growth. Mr, Thompson does
not believe mowing the meadow 1is <considered “responsible
management." He is looking for the opportunity teo maintain the
property as he sees fit, with the guidance of organizations like
the Heritage Conservancy or the Bucks County Conservation District.
Mr. Thompson is merely seeking the oppeortunity te follow those
guidelines and to act upon those recommendations accordingly.
Supervisor Fox is surprised that the Buckes County Conservation
District, whose main task iz to save topscil when there is new
construction, would be concerned about a matter such this. Mr.
Thompson read excerpts of a letter from the Bucks County
Conservation District, which states "The Conservation District has
long been a supporter of natural land management versus active
management, and by following the recommendations of the N.R.C.S.,
I am sure you will be able to comply with local regulations, while
at the same time meeting your goals. By completing the request
form and returning it to the Conservation District, our techniclan
will arrange to meet with you to plan for erosion control and
meadow management."

In view of the meeting of the Bucks County Conservation District
to be held this week, Chalrman Bennett recommended that this issue
be tabled until the next Supervisors meeting to be held on July 24,
1995.

Having spent several days last week mowing his own fields, which
he does approximately three times a year, Chairman Bennett noted
the abundance of Canadian thistle, poison ivy, rose bushes, and
various other plants and weeds. Chairman Bennett was puzzled when
Mr. Thompson stated he could contrel this sort of growth, even on
two acres. Mr. Thompson cocmmented he controls noxious weed growth
by hand, inspecting the meadow almost every day. Chairman Bennett
recalls that Mr. Thompson had indicated he would mow the meadow
once a year, and Mr. Thompson agreed that was true. Mr. Thompson
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From what he has seen, Supervisor Fox feels the meadow should be
mowed twice a year, as his own is mowed. Supervisor Fox commented
he is willing to walt to vote on the matter until the July 24, 1995
meeting in order to hear the recommendation of the Bucks County
Conservation District.

Presently, Mr. Horrocks noted there is an outstanding Netice of
Viclation against the property owner with a time table running,
though he is not sure of the specific expiration date. Mr. Nace
was not certain of the thirty day time period date either. Mr,
Thompson believes the 30 days expire on July 13, 1995. Mr.
Horrocks suggested the Board not make a motion until the Notice of
Vioclation is beyond 30 days, at which time the Zoning Officer would
request to proceed further, if need be, as he does on other Notices
of Violation.

Chairman Bennett asked if Mr. Thompson intended to mow the property
in the immediate future, regardless of what recommendations are
received from the Bucks County Conservation District. Mr. Thompson
replied that is correct, he intends to mow the property in the
early fall. Supervisor Fox believes Mr. Thompsen had previously
stated that normally he mowed the field once a year, in June., Mr.
Thompson corrected that statement, advising June is the preferred
time for the meadow to be mowed, however he did not mow the meadow
at that time last year. There was actually a vieclation issued last
year also, though Mr. Thompson chose not to get involved with the
issue at that time, and simply mowed the meadow. It was mowed once
last year, and it is Mr. Thompson's intention to cut it one time
this year. If he was allowed his own time schedule, Mr. Thompson
would mow the field during early to late June on a yearly basis,
barring pressure to do so any other time. Mr. Horrocks advised Mr.
Nace just checked his file, and it was determined that the zoning
violation letter was dated June 7, 1995. If Mr. Thompseon stated
his preference was to mow the meadow in June, Chairman Bennett
wondered why he is now proposing to mow the property in September.
In Mr. Thompson's opinion, the meadow did not need to be cut in
June of this year, because it had just been mowed last fall.

Supervisor Fox explained the Zoning Officer will now bring this
zoning violation to the Board's attention for action, at which time
Mr. Thompson might be cited and ordered to appear before the
District Justice. Mr. Thompson 1s aware of that, however he is
attempting to supply as much information as peossible so that a
responsible decision is made by this Beard. Supervisor Bennington
asked if Mr. Thompson is implying that his decision 1s not a
responsible one. If Supervisor Bennington is indicating that his
position is the meadow should be mowed because of his aesthetic
opinion, Mr. Thompson would agree that 1s not a responsible
decision. Supervisor Bennington felt Mr. Thompson's opinion is a
very poor opinion on his part, and he personally takes offense.
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property. Ms. Raub does not feel the neighbors would have any
difficulty with that. The c¢oncerns of the neighboring property
owners are not just aesthetic, they also include concerns about
fire since there has been very little rainfall lately. The
neighbors are in agreement that they all purchased their properties
with the Township Ordinance fully in mind, knowing what they were,
and expecting all members of the community to comply with them as
they do.

2. For the Park and Recreation Board review, Mr. John
Gillespie of 623 South Perkasie Road presented a copy of
specifications outlining construction and maintenance, dealing with
lowering maintenance costs, as produced by the Pennsylvania State
University.

Mr. Gillespie updated the Board concerning the water usage at Moyer
Road and Rt. 113. A Water Usage Agreement has been prepared, which
was submitted to the fire companies involved and their legal
counsel for review. Mr. Gillespie has asked that the Agreement be
submitted to the Township Solicitor prior to approval. The
Agreement states "I/We, the undersigned owners of lake or pond
located at the corner of Rt. 113 and Moyer Road, do¢ hereby grant
to Silverdale Volunteer Fire Company, and all other fire companies
serving Hilltown Township who are under mutual ald agreements,
permission to erect and maintain, at its expense, a dry hydrant
system and access roadway, 1f needed, to above stated lecation to
the pond to be utilized for emergency fire suppression purposes.
211 other use of said pond shall be after notification and with
permission of the owner. Each fire department, individually, shall
be responsible for any and all damages to property that they may
cause resulting from department exercises. This contract can be
cancelled at any time by written notice, thirty days in advance,
to the Silverdale Volunteer Fire Company and Hilltown Township.®

Mr. Gillespie stated this agreement 1is to be signed by the
president, the chief, and the owners of the property.

M. SUPERVISOR'S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bennington stated that as a Supervisor, he lis
bound by the Zoning Ordinance, and if he were to violate the Zoning
Ordinance, he also could be required to appear before the District
Justice., Therefore, the Zoning Ordinance will be followed by every
one, with no special exceptions.

2. Supervisor Fox stated there has been a rash, over the
last year or two, of zoning decisions which have not followed the
Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance. A few decisions,
which some people know about, allowed a 50% increase 1in the
lifetime of a property if they go before the Zoning Hearing Board.
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Ordinance states that it is not permitted. Further, Supervisor
Fox quoted from page 142 of the Zoning Ordinance, titled "Changes
in Non-Conforming,* which states "A conforming property can not be
made unconforming." However, in the Zonling Hearing Board decision,
it states "Once changed to a conforming use, no structure or land
shall be permitted to revert to a non-conforming use. A non-
conforming use may be changed to another non-conforming use only
under the following....." Supervisor Fox felt the Township has
spot zoned the area, though that is not the proper term used by the
Zoning Hearing Board, as they call it a "Special Exception.” The
Board of Supervisors is not permitted to do it. Supervisor Fox
feels the Township could have saved approximately $5200,000.00 and
8 1/2 years of work through the adoption process of the new Zoning
Ordinance, because some of the Zoning Hearing Board decisions are
allowing uses that are not allowed by the Zoning Ordinance.
Supervisor Fox believes the Zoning Hearing Board's job is to follow
the Zoning Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox to appeal the Zoning Hearing
Board decision for Waste Management, which was submitted to the
court on June 22, 1965,

Supervisor Bennington gets the impression that Supervisor Fox does
not agree with the decision of the Zoning Hearing Board concerning
Waste Management and other decisions. Supervisor Bennington
reminded Supervisor Fox that the Zoning Hearing Board 1s a separate
authority who has no dealings with the Board of Supervisors, and
who makes their own declsions based upon their interpretation of
the Zoning Ordinance. There should be no contact between the
Zoning Hearing Board and members of the Board of Supervisors,
either before, during, or after these types of hearings. As such,
Supervisor Bennington stated, if the Zoning Hearing Board is ever
deposed, then individuals who make contact with the Zoning Hearing
Board, before, during, or after a hearing, could have a serious
problem with future court cases. Supervisor Bennington refused to
second the motion by Supervisor Fox because he is relying upon the
decision of the Zoning Hearing Board in this case, as well as other
decisions they may make, since they are a separate authority with
no link directly to the Board of Supervisors.

Supervisor Fox commented the Zoning Hearing Board 1is not an
autonomous group, they can not make up their own laws and their own
rules, but rather they must follow the Comprehensive Plan. That
is why they are there. The 2oning Hearing Board gives special

exception in variances where there is hardship that the individual
has not caused themselves, and mostly those hardships that occurred
before zoning went into effect. Supervisor Fox stated there is no
one who can decide to change the Township's zoning at will, feeling
they have no rules to follow. 1In the Zoning Hearing decision for
Waste Management, certain sections of the Zoning Ordinance are








