
HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING 

Monday> April 27> 1992 
7 :30PM 

(STUDEHT DAY PARTICIPATION) 

The meeting cf the Hilltown Township Board cf Supervisors was 
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:27PM 
and opened with the Pledge cf Allegiance. 

In reccgni tion 
introduced the 
schools who will 
meeting: 

of Local G0vernment Week> Chairman Bennett 
iollcwing three students from local elementary 
be "Acting Supervisors" for a portion cf tonight's 

Chairman: Steven Donovan (Our Lady cf Sacred Heart) 
Vice-Chairperson: Sally Leatherman (John M. Grasse) 
Supervisor: Shelley Maxwell (Margaret Seylar) 

Mr. Donovan is 
Heart School. 
Tiffany Drive. 

an eighth grade student at Our Lady cf Sacred 
He is the sen cf Elizabeth and Jchn Donovan cf 

Ms. Leatherman is a sixth 
Elementary Scheel. She is 
Leatherman cf Narothyn Road. 

grade student at John 
the daughter of Denise 

M. Grasse 
and Scott 

Ms. Maxwell is a sixth grade student at Margaret Seylar Elementary 
Scheel. She is the daughter cf Ruth and Robert Maxwell of Woodlawn 
Drive. 

All three students have been active participants with the Deep 
Run Valley Spurts Asscciation. 

Chairman Bennett explained Lccal Government Week was observed 
the week ot April 13, 1992. It is a week in which Mr. Gecrg€
Egly - Chief of Police, Mr. Bruce Hcrr0cks - Township Manager, 
and Mr. William Bennett Chairman of the Supervisors, visit 
the three Hilltown Township elementar.v schools to speak to the 
students about local government. 

Members present were: William H. Bennett, Jr. - Chairman 
Kenneth B. Bennington - Vice-Chairman 
Jack C. Fox - Supervisor 

Others present were: Above named "Acting Student Supervisors" 
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager 
Francis X. Grabowski, Tcwnship Solicitor 
Mike Russek, Township Engineer's Office 
George C. Egly, Chief cf Police 
Lynda Seimes, Township Secretary 
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Chai rman Donovan welcomed 
Wee k Obser v a n c e mee ting 
Supervisors. 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES : 

those pres ent tc the Local Gcvernment 
o f t he Hil ltown Towns h i p Be a rd o f 

Ac tion on the minutes of March 23 , 1992 B0a r d of Supervis or's 
Me e t ing : 

Mo t i on was made by S upe rvis or Leatherman , s eccnded by Supervisor 
Ma xwell, and c a rrie d unanimously t o a p prove the min u tes o f the 
Mar ch 23 , 1992 Board o f Supervis or ' s meet i ng , a s written . 

Ac t i on on t he mi n u t es of April 13, 1992 Board c f S upe rvi sor ' s 
Wcrkses s i cn Mee ting: 

Mot i on was 
Leatherman , 
t he Apr i l 
as written . 

made by Supervisor Maxwell , seconded by Supervisor 
and carried unanimously to approve the mi n utes of 

13, 1992 Beard o f Supe rvi s or 's Wor kses s ion Meet ing, 

B. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING : 

Cha irman Don ovan pr es e nte d t hree Bills Lists f or a ppr c.::val this 
evening : 

Bi lls paid Apri l 1, 1992: 
General Fund - $30, 980 . 89 
Stat e Highway Aid - $2 ,44 9 . 74 
For a tc t a l of a ll f unds of $33 , 430 . 63 

Bi lls paid Apri l 15, 1992: 
General Fund - $18 , 709 . 36 
State Highway Aid - $828 . 26 
For a to ta l of a ll f unds o f $19 , 537 .62 

Bills paid f or April 23 , 1992 : 
General Fund - $22 , 132 . 40 
Fer a t ota l o f a l l funds cf $2 2 ,132 . 40 

Supervisor Leathe rman ques tion e d t h e de duction i n t h e amoun t 
of $2 , 500 . 00 to the Scottsdale I nsurance Company , en page four 
c f t he Bi lls Li st dated Apr il 1, 1992 . .Mr. Hor r ocks e xp la ine d 
t h at bi l l wa s a dedu ctibl e for t he ins urance poli c y tha t the 
Town ship h a s f or a cer t a i n cas e that is pen d i n g . The Townshi p 
has r.cw r e ached that de duct i b l e , and payme nt was forwa rded t o 
t h e i n sur anc e c ompany . S uper visor Leatherma n a s ke d why the r e 
wa s s u ch a h igh de d ucti ble . Mr . Horr ocks n o ted that i s our 
insur ance po l icy ' s de d uctible on that par ticula r ins urance 
cover age . 

I 
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Concerning the April 1, 1992 Bills List, Supervisur Leatherman 
questioned the Police Benevolent Association deductible cf $360.00 
fur PBA dues. Since January 1, 1992, Mr. Hurrccks advised the 
Township has been C<.Jllecting the dues for the Police Benevolent 
Association in the amuunt cf $5.00 per week per officer. 
Quarterly, the Township pays that amount to the P.B.A. 

Mc;tion was made by Supervisor Leatherman, seconded by Supervisor 
Maxwell, and carried unanimously to approve payment of bills 
wher.. due. 

C. TREASURER'S REPORT: 

Mr. Horrocks, Township Manager, presented the Treasurer I s Report, 
with the following balances as of April 23, 1992: 

General Fund Checking Account 
End cf Month Balance: $15,072.24 

Payroll Checking Account 
End uf Month Balance: $40,988.88 

Fire Fund Checking Account 
End of Month Balance: $67,851.42 

Debt Service Checking Acccunt 
End of Mcnth Balance: $66,939.36 

State Highway Aid Checking Account 
End of Month Balance: $21,591.06 

Escruw Fund Checking Account 
End cf Month Balance: $121,610.96 

For the Board's information, Mr. Horrocks presented a revenue 
comparison of the first quarter cf 1991 versus 1992. Total 
revenues to date, excluding any revenues received from a Tax 
Anticipation Note, in 1991 was $313,230.00. In 1992, the total 
is $397,407.00, which is an increase of approximately 27% in 
revenues fer the first quarter. Expenditures for the first quarter 
of 1991 totalled $l~4 2,577.00. The first quarter of 1992 tcta ls 
$436.794.00, which is a reduction of 1.3%. 

Mr. Horrocks noted the bottom line in ccmparing the first quarter 
cf 1991 to first quarter cf 1992 is that one year ago, at the 
end cf the first quarter, the Township was appr0ximatel.Y 
$129,347.00 in debt. At the end cf the first quarter for 1992, 
the Township is approximately $39,387.00 in debt. The Township 
has significantly improved through the first quarter cf this 
year. 

Mcticn was made by Supervisor Maxwell, 
Leatherman, and carried unanimously tc 
Repcrt, subject to audit. 

seconded by Supervisor 
accept the Treasurer's 

1 ,crs 
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D. S-OLI.G-I--~0:R 1--S- --REPORT - Mr. Frank Grabcwski, Township Sclici tor 

1. Solicitor Grabowski presented a series of Resclutions 
for possible adoption by the Board of Supervisors. The resolutions 
are required for Deeds of Dedic at ion which have been offered 
to the Township. Solicitor Grabowski submitted a list cf the 
Deeds cf Dedication. 

The first Deed cf Dedication is for land that is being cffered 
to the Township by way of the Crcll and Miller Subdivision en 
Callowhill Road. The second is a Deed cf Dedication fer the 
Joseph Urick Subdivision, located at the intersection cf Blue 
School Road and Old Bethlehem Road. The third is a Deed of 
Dedication offered fer the Elizabeth Finkelstein Subdivision, 
located on Orchard Road. 

The Resolutions to adopt the abcvementioned Deeds cf Dedication, 
as well as to Declare the Public Purpose for the Subdivisions, 
are as fellows: 

Motion was made by Chairman Donovan, seconded by Supervisor 
Leatherman, and carried unanimously tc adopt fiesolut h::n~ _iL92-16 
! hrougl}_ Reso lu t i cns 1#92-21, as s pee if ied below: 

Re solut ion J/ 22-16 - To accept Deed cf Dedication fur Croll and 
~1iller _Subdivision, located en Callcwhill Road. 

Re_s_..o-1.ution #92-17 - To D~ lare_ £._ubl.i.c_ Pur_pos& for the _ Q_rQll _ and 
Mill er Subdivis j_en, located on Callcwhill Road. -- ---- -

Resolution #92-18 - To accept Q.~e_d o L__Dedi Gat_ion fc :r:__ the J.QSeI)h 
Ur ic k Subdi v i s ion , located on Blue School and Old Betfilehem Roads. 

Resolution #92-19 To Declare Public Purpose for the Jcseph 
Qrick Subdivision, located on -Efiue Scho ol and - o rcr-Bet h l ehem Roads. 

R~§..c.lution #92 ~ 20 - To accept D_e ~d of D~dication _for the Elizabeth 
Fin_l<els tej,n Subdi~lis icn, located en Ore-hard Read. 

Resolution #92-21 - Tc Pec_lare Public Purpose for the Elizabeth 
Finkelstein- Subdivlsion, located en Orchard Read. 

2. Solicitor Grabowski explained an advertised Public 
Hearing was held by the Beard cf Supervisors at their Worksession 
on April 13, 1992., concerning a prcpcsed Ordinance which would 
enact cerain water conservation measures, as recommended by the 
Delaware River Basin Commission. The Public Hearing cf April 
13th included discussicn by residents. At that time, the Board 
of Supervis crs tabled rendering a dee is ion on the Ordinance fer 
action this evening. 

Moticn was made by Chairman Donovan, seconded by Supervisor 
Leatherman, and carried unanimously to adopt Ordinance #92-1 
c_9ncerning_Water Ccnservation Requirements in Hillt o wn Township. 
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3. Solie i t0r Grabowski stated the Township currently has 
an Ordinance enacted in December of 1968, which does not take 
into account the creation of the Hilltown Township Water and 
Sewer Authority. The Ordinance #68-1 speaks in terms of 
public water service being provided within the Township of Hilltown 
by Perkasie, Sellersville and Telford, however it obviously does 
net recognize the Township's own Water and Sewer Authority, or 
any other Authority that provides water/sewer service within 
the Township. 

Solicitor Grabowski is seeking direction from the Board as tc 
whether they wish tc authorize advertisement cf a Public Hearing 
at the next Worksessiun meeting, to consider the possible repeal 
cf Ordinance #68-1. 

Motion was made by Chairman Donovan , seconded by Supervisor 
Maxwell , and carried unanimously to authorize the Township 
Solicitor to advertise for a Public Hearing concerning the 
abovementioned issue to be held at the next Beard of Supervisor's 
Worksession on Monday, May 11, 1992. 

E. RECESS: Chairman Bennett called a short recess to allow 
opportunity for the press to photograph the participating student 
Supervisors and to present the students with gifts of appreciation. 
The Board cf Supervisors thanked the students for their 
participation in the Student Government portion cf this meeting. 

F. RESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: 

1. Mrs. Jackie Keresco, 38 Pineside Drive - Mrs. Keresco 
received information concerning the proposed incineratcr in Falls 
Township. After reading this information, l'v'.[rs. Kerescc admits 
she has concerns abvut incinerators in general, and feels that 
incineration directly counters the recycling programs currently 
in effect in Bucks County. Mrs. Keresco stated the residents 
in her neighborhood have been very enthusiastic about the recycling 
program which has been implemented. Since the proposed incinerator 
will be burning strictly solid waste, Mrs. Keresco feels the 
recycling program would become less important. 

The issue that bothers Mrs. Kerescc the most about the proposed 
incincerator is that they do spew out toxic materials, via the 
steam. Mrs. Kerescc has two small children and is concerned 
for their future. Prem her understanding, the mercury and lead 
levels that have been tested in the areas where incinerators 
currently operate, are up in the toxic ranges and do cause health 
problems. Mrs. Keresco is married tc a doctor and is very 
concerned about health care. Her general feeling is that anything 
that would create more harm than good, is not a viable solution 
to the problem cf waste. 
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2 . Mr . Ri chard McNutt , a repre senta tive of the Bucks County 
Alliance fer a Safe Environmen t - Mr. McNutt wis h ed to ratify 
t he stat ements previ ously made by Mrs. Keres cc , and pointed out 
t hat a vot e for t h e option o f inciner ation is a d i rect vo te agai ns t 
the cption of recyc l i ng . Mr. McNutt f elt recyclables compe te 
i n the wast e stream . As the Board o f Supe r visor s search for 
options, Mr. McNut t asked them to ncte that t hey have s e ve n to 
ten years to make a dec ision . Choosin g t he option o f recycling, 
as opposed to incineration , would c;pen up the opportuni ty for 
market s to be deve lcped and fer r ecyc ling t o become a lo ng -term 
s olution to the pro blem. Keeping in mind t hat incinerat icn is 
nu t a d i s posal method , i t is a r eduction method, and that cne 
hundr ed per cent c f what is burned goes d i rectly back intc the 
envir onment, e i ther i n t he air or in the bo ttom a sh of the 
i ncinera tor. Forty percen t of what goes i nt o the incin e r ator 
nee ds to be land fi lled 1n a toxic landfi ll. Mr. McNutt fel t 
incineration redu ces a s ma ll amount of waste , yet invites the 
c ption t o burn waste hauled frcm other states i n Falls Towns hip . 

3 . !'l!r . John Bolger - Mr. Be l ger h a s not done much r es ear ch 
en this par ticu lar su bject , and asked if the incinerator i ssue 
was p l a c ed on the agenda s imply for the Board 's dis cuss icn, or 
if there was someone interested in c ons true ting an incine r ator 
in the area. 

Chairman Bennett e xpla ine d a n a g reeemen t was signe d between Bu cks 
County and Wheelabrator to construct a n incinerat ion fa cility 
i n Falls Tcwns h ip to be complete d in late 1993 or 1994. This 
issue has spar ked quit e a controversy. Bucks County has asked 
a l l fifty fo ur munic ipalit ies i n the County t o stat e their 
preference, which i s basically an option at th is t ime, i f they 
are i n f a vor of or aga ins t a n option t o u se t h e propos e d f acility 
sometime in t he future . It is the Board's i ntent ion to vcte 
on this mat ter later t h is even i ng . 

I t wcu ld seem t c Mr. Bolger t hat many r es i dent s in th is community, 
are here because of the c lean air. Fer someone to constru ct 
a n i nc iner a tor, i t wcu l d be stea ling clean a ir from the citizens . 
Mr . Bolger as ke d where Waste Manag ement f its in t o th is . Frankly, 
Chairma n Benne tt f e l t Wa s t e Management wou ld be i n fa vor of 
construction cf the incinerat or , for t he very fact that they 
own 57% of Wheelabrat or. Mr . Bolger f e l t Waste Management , 
t hrough Alder fe r a nd Frank in Hi l ltown Towns hip , a r e slowly but 
s u rely t aking over a ll the tra s h collecticn busines s in this 
Township . Chairman Bennett noted the larges t trash h auler in 
Hillt own Township at this t i me h appens to be BFI. Mr. Bo lger 
a s ked if the Township was regu lating t hese t wc g ian ts in the 
trash hau ling business . Chairman Bennet t r eplied that t he Township 
i s not at the present t i me . 

I 
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Mr. Bolger is afraid that the small trash haulers will be forced 
out cf business if the giants in the industry continue to take 
ever. Chairman Bennett stated it has certainly been going that 
way fer some time. Apprcximately five years ago, there were 
eight or nine licensed trash haulers in Hilltown Township, and 
at present, there are only five licensed haulers. 

4. Mr. Devon West Mr. West, a representative cf 
Wheelabratcr , wished tc clear up a few inaccuracies discussed 
this evening, and to give the Board an idea of what is being 
propcsed and who will be serviced by the ccnstruction of the 
proposed incinerator in Falls Township. 

Mr. West explained the proposed facility is a modern 
waste-to-energy plant. Many people are frightened due to the 
obsolete information circulating regarding some of the older 
incinerators. In this day and age, a modern waste-to-energy 
plant is basically a utility plant powered by municipal solid 
waste, and through a clean precess, is creating electricity. 

When the Beard approved Bucks County's Solid Waste Plan, there 
were nine facilities named that CQUld, through a trash hauler, 
receive Hilltown Township's municipal solid waste. This Solid 
Waste Plan was approved, and what is before the Board this evening 
is the option of utilizing the Whee la brat or facility in future 
years. When the facility is built, it will offer Bucks County 
municipalities capacity for 25 to 30 years. 

With regard to recycling, Mr. West stated they constantly hear 
that Wheelabrator will discourage recycling. Mr. West ncted 
that is the furtherest thing from the truth. Wheelabrator prcpcses 
to construct a 300 ten per day commercial recycling facility, 
on-site, next to the waste-to-energy plant. It will be a very 
large recycling processing facility. Whee la brat er will only 
sign municipalities that have existing recycling programs in 
place. Also, if a Township makes a ccmmi ttment for 100 tuns 
per year of municipal solid waste, and can effectively shew that 
they are recycling 100%, the municipality wculd ewe nothing tc 
Whee la bra tor. Mr. West felt that shewed the encouragement is 
back tc the community to do the best recycling job that they 
can do. 

When people make references to the old stigma of incineration, 
there is much concern about what is going into the air. The 
people who are employed by Wheelabrator have families, alsc live 
near the incinerator facilities, and feel they are very safe. 
In fact, a division of Wheelabratcr , called Wheelabrator Air 
Pollution Control from Pittsburg, is in that area retrofitting 
coal and gas fired utility plants with pcllution equipment, 
resulting in an increase in ambient air quality. Mr. West felt 
the work that Wheelabratcr does is to make a cleaner and healthier 
environment. 
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f'l[r. West e xplained th is faci li ty will be built in Falls Town ship, 
and will offer Hilltown Township c apacity for 20 to 30 years. 
At some t i me in the future, Hilltown Township may want to have 
the option of di rec ting their solid waste to the Falls Townsh ip 
inc ineration fa c ility. Mr. West is asking t he Board of Supervisors 
to preserve that opt ion. 

Supervisor Bennington fel t some c f Mr. West's statement was 
incorrect because if t wenty eight of Bucks Co unty 's municipa lities 
reject it~ Whee labratc-r wil l not be build ing a plant i n Falls 
Towns hip. Supervisor Fox explained the plant will be built one 
way or the other. Supervi sor Bennington a sked what the Board' s 
vote was worth this evening . Mr. West e xplained the Beard will 
be voting on whether Hillt own To,msh i p wil l have the option t o 
utilize the Falls Township incinerator facility in the fu ture. 
The worst scenar io is that Bucks County c ould "shoot its e lf in 
the foot " by prohibi t i ng i tself from using the facility. 

Supervisor Bennington aske d if he was correct in stating that 
t hree incinerator plants are be i ng constructed i n Montgomery 
Ccunt y. .Mr. West replied that information i s i ncorrect~ there 
is only c ne fac ili ty that was cons t ructed and is operat i ng in 
Plymouth Township , which servi ces JV!ontgcmery County. Supervisor 
Benn i ngt on asked if ther e was a plant i n Delaware County wi th 
capacity a vailable. Mr. West r e plied ther e is a plant in Chester 
City, Delaware County, that is c urrent ly taking waste , with scme 
exces s capac i ty. 

Mr. West e xplained when DER r eviews a permit, t here i s a "needs 
justificat ion" process to be met. DER will not permit construction 
cf an a dd itional faci li ty i f t h e y warrant t here i s exi sting 
capacity a vaila ble e lsewhere. Whee labrator has every be lie f 
that DER wil l permit t heir proposed facility next month. 
S upervi s or Bennington a s ked if most of the waste is coming from 
Phila delphia and nor thern New J e rsey. Mr. West replied 
Wheelabrator has a contra ct with Phi lade lphia to take 30 % c f 
the ir waste , beginning i n 1994. Currently , 1 00% cf Philade lphia 
was te is coming to Bucks County , and the contract with th e City 
af Phi lade lhia will result in a net dec rease of 70% o f that waste 
begi nning in 1994. Mr. West noted thes e fa c ilities r un at 
approximate ly 85% capa city, er 1,900 tons per day . Phi lade lphia' s 
was t e would be between 700 to 1, 0 00 t ons per day, and Wheelabrator 
would obviously be offerin g the rema ining capacity - fir s t and 
for e most - to Bucks County. 

Governor Casey has intr0duced legislat ion that Mr . We s t be lieves 
wi ll be enacted this summe r~ which basically will create four 
was te she d zones i n t he state of Pennsylvania. This will erect 
barr iers fer acc ept ing cut-of- s tate waste . Mr . West fe lt the 
Board 's r eservations and c oncerns about New Jersey's was te ent ering 
the s tate are unwarranted. 
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Supervisor Bennington asked how Wheela brat or can guarantee that 
there is no hazardcus materials coming to the incinerator from 
Philadelphia. Mr. West noted several steps are taken to prevent 
that. The first step is taken right at the weigh house, where 
geiger counters exist, and visual inspections take place at three 
different areas before the waste would be dumped into the pit. 
The waste is a 11 fuel 11

, and the more Wheelabrator knows or can 
detect about what comprises that fuel, the more efficiently they 
can run the facility, and maintain a 11 clean burn", as far as 
emissions. Chairman Bennett understood that metals will be removed 
from the waste stream before they go into the incinerator. Mr. 
West replied that is correct. Wheelabrator believes that the 
best place to remove such items before it becomes municipal solid 
waste , is at the source. If there is effective source separation 

such as removing recyclables, aluminum, tins, etc. , what is 
burned becomes a more uniform fuel. Mr. West understands 
residentts concerns, since there is a lot of information 
circulating that is factually incorrect and misleading. 

5. Mr. Richard McNutt Mr. McNutt stated the proposed 
inc ineratcr in Falls Township is net inevitable, as it has not 
yet been permitted. The issue concerning the option is that 
DER has a process of justification, and the plant must be justified 
before it can be permitted. It has not yet been acknowledged 
that there is a committed base of customers for this facility, 
and DER will take this into consideration, according to their 
own rules cf Act 101. 

Last week, Mr. McNutt spoke to officials cf Westinghouse, who 
ar·e the owners of the Chester plant, and they stated they have 
capacity remaining at this point. If Philadelphia would contract 
with them, they would be able to take their waste within twc 
weeks. Westinghouse does not consider Bucks County's waste to 
be significant, and they certainly have capacity to cover that, 
as they have many short term contracts. 

This mcnth, in Business Week magazine, Mr. McNutt cited an article 
called "The Ugly Mess at Waste Management 11

• The acticle was 
written about an incinerator owned by Waste Management in Chicago. 
Mr. McNutt quoted short paragraphs of the article, which follows: 

"On February 13, 1991, an explosion recked the incinerator , 
releasing toxic fumes. Wcrkers, unsure of' what they were handling, 
had fed a packet containing explosive tetrazcl into the kiln. 11 

(Mr. McNutt noted tetrazol is an ingredient similar to dynamite, 
and did not feel the process was too well monitored.) 

Another quote from the article is as follows: 

"Pollution gauges had been turned off four times in 1986 and 
1987. An access PCB waste was fed into the kiln at least once, 
en purpose. The attitude was I I don't want to lmcw how you do 
it, just keep turning in the results 1 

• A common joke among 
employees went 'If the boss calls , get his name ' . " 
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Mr. McNutt fe e ls t he type of mis-informa t ion that Wheelabrator 
is passing along tonight i s a habi tual process fer the c ompany. 
The company has been fine d $27 million in this country for var ious 
violat ions . 

Anot her signifi cant piece o f informat ion i n the sense o f municipal 
planning, is that Wheelabrator/Waste Manageme nt incinerators 
go out for bid , yet when the ac tual cost c omes in , the averages 
are well ever 100% higher than the bi d. Mr. McNut t fel t 
Whee labrator/Wa s te Management was a very treacherous company 
to be dealing with on the level of long- term municipa l plann ing , 
and f elt it could be very danger ous and des tructive . 

Supervis or Benningt on as ked f or clarification c f Mr . McNut t ' s 
stat ement that there was excess capac ity in the Chester plant 
as wel l as in the Montgomery County plant t o be constructed. 
Supervi sor Benn i ngtcn noted that Mr. West j ust stated if t her e 
i s excess capac ity avai lable , DER wi l l not approve the addit ional 
plan anywa y. Mr . McNutt replied t he Montg omery County plant, 
in his opinion , is not available to ac cept a ny waste outside 
of Montg omery County at a ll. He beli e ves t hat is operated by 
the County. The We stinghouse plant , loc ated in Chester , has 
exces s c apacity. Supervisor Benning ton asked why DER would be 
will ing t o issue a permi t for the propcsed incinerat or in Falls 
Towns hip if c a pacity is avai la ble e lsewhere. Mr. McNut t has 
told DER just t hat, and t heir comment was they will ta ke that 
i nto considerat ion as part of the justific ation process. The 
justificaticn process is interesting in that i f the host county 
accepts i t, it is a s ignal to DER that the option is either wanted 
or neede d , whi ch goes very s trong ly in favo r o f permitting the 
fac i lity . Supe rvis or Benn i ngton asked why the Bu cks County 
Commi ssioners would then as k the fift y fo ur municipalit ies t o 
vote eithe r " yes" or "no'' to the opt ion. If twent y eight out 
of the f ifty four municipa l ities disagree with incinerat i on , 
hew can construction of t he incinerator be justified. Mr. McN utt 
state d Mr. Wes t was no t completely correct i n sta ting Wheelabrator 
would " bui l d the plant anyway", though Mr . McNutt feels t he ccrrec t 
answer is that Whee l a bra tor cou ld bu i ld i t anyway . Th e fac t st ill 
remains that i t is u l timate ly up to DER and whether t hey c ons ider 
it to be justif iable . If Bucks County a ccepts the cpt ion as 
part of their waste plan, that is an incentive for the permitt ing . 
I f i t is not accepte d a s an option in t he c ounty waste plan, 
i t i s nc lo nger an incentive for t he justif ication proc ess. 

6 . Mr . Devon West - Mr. West explained the Bus ines s Wee k 
artic le Mr . McNutt previcusly cited r efers tc a hazardous waste 
inc incerator operated by Waste Management, but what is being 
d is cussed tonight is totally diff ere nt . 
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What is proposed in Falls Township is a municipal so lid waste 
11 
trash-to-steam" energy plant, operated and owned by Whee la bratcr. 

Wheelabratcr has been in business for twenty years, on their 
own. Waste Management has recently taken over ownership of 
Wheelabrator by purchasing 57% cf the cempany. 

Concerning the permitting precess, DER reviews the permit 
application, and they are tc judge permit applicatiens on it's 
technical merit , as well as the needs and justification. The 
signed centract Wheelabrator has with the City of Philadelphia 
will show justifiable need, and therefore, Mr. West's company 
fully expects DER will permit their facility next month, and 
the facility will go into ccnstruction in June. 

Supervisor Bennington asked what Falls Township vote was en the 
issue. Mr. West replied., when Falls Township originally voted 
it was 3-2. They cannot vote at this time on the issue. 
Supervisor Bennington asked if the 3-2 vote was taken by the 
previous Beard of Supervisers. Mr. West replied that it was, 
and they only voted after considerable studies were completed. 
Supervisor Bennington understands the new Falls Township Board 
cf Supervisors would like to overturn that decision. Mr. West 
commented these issues become very political, due to the 
misccnstrued information that is circulating. Mr. West felt 
what exists is a beneficial option cf reducing waste., even though 
recycling exists. There is always "left-over waste" which cannot 
be recycled. Obviously, some of' it will go tc a landfill, however , 
by recovering energy cut of a portion of the left-ever waste, 
i n a clean way, electricity can be created and there can be an 
obvious benefit. 

7. Mr. John Bolger - Mr. Bolger asked if the justification 
for Wheelabrator/Waste Management to construct an incinerator 
in Falls Tcwnship is because the City of Philadelphia has a signed 
contract with them. Supervisor Fox explained a plan was 
distributed from the State tc each County, requesting the counties 
establish a recycling plan. Bucks County devised a plan which 
all fifty four municipalities approved, and the option before 
the Beard tonight is a direct result of the approval of that 
plan. Supervisor Fox felt what is happening tonight is that 
we are re-hashing something that has already been approved. 
The only difference is that if Hilltown Township says they de 
not wish to use the inc in era ter, Bucks Ceunty ccmmuni ties will 
never be able to utilize it in the future, even when our landfills 
reach capacity. Supervisor Fox believes the proposed incinerator 
will be built. 

Mr. Bolger asked why the trash-te-steam facility isn't being 
proposed to be constructed in the City of Philadelphia, since 
the company holds a contract with them. Supervisor Fox thought 
that was a rhetoric al quest icn because Bucks County has previously 
approved this plan. The only issue before the Board this evening 
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i s whether the municipalities in Bucks County wish to acc ept 
the option of us i ng the inc inerator either now er in the future, 
f or r ema ining munic i pa l waste that c annot be r ecy cled . Mr. Bc lger 
as ked whc th e plan was a pproved by. Superviscr Fox replie d the 
p lan has been appr ove d by t h e Sta t e for Bucks County and the 
Bucks County Ccrrunissioner 's have acc epted it . 

Mr . Bolger i s alarme d to hear that r esidents of Falls Township 
do not want t he i nc inerator buil t i n their municipality . Now 
that trash will also be hauled in from the City of Ph iladelphia 
t o th e Falls Township f ac 111 ty, i f Hil ltown Township appro ve s 
their option th is evening, i t wil l lend credence to Wheelabra tor' s 
ques t to obtain a per mi t from DER. 

I t i s Chairman Benne t t' s opinion that t her e is an unfortunat e 
a mount o f h ysteria in volved with this ma tter ., as there i s with 
rrany environmental i ssu es . I n 1970 there were 250 landf i lls 
in the state of Pennsy l vania ; by 1989 there were 71 l andfi l l s ; 
and t oday t h er e a r e 60 l and fill s in the state of Penns ylvania, 
with a number cf those being on a 11 t i me-closure 11 basis within 
the next c ouple of y ears. Cha irman Bennet t dou bts ther e will 
be mor e than 15 or 20 l a ndf i l ls in Pennsylvania by 1995 . The 
i s sue then becomes what t o do with t he rerra in i ng t r as h th a t cannot 
be recyc led. In t he pas t , the c ities of Boston, Ph ilade l phia, 
and New York haule d t heir tr ash by barg e into t he ocean, which 
is no longer permitted . The c cst to prepare a landfill is now 
up to $25 0, 000 . 0 0 per one a cre, wh i c h is e xc eptio na lly e xpe ns i ve. 
There ar e o nly large companies l ike Wa s te Ma nageme n t, BFI , or 
major tr as h haulers tha t can a fford that kind of money. 
Personally ., Chairman Bennett t hinks recycli ng and i ncineration 
are no t mu tually e xclus ive., and fe e l s t ha t beth methods of disposal 
ar e needed. Chairman Bennett a lso t hinks s ome myths e xist 
concerning ha zar dou s i nc inera tion . With inc inc erat ion, t en t ons 
of waste can be reduced to one ton of solid mass , which wou l d 
t hen be dumpe d i n to landf i lls . It is Cha i rman Bennett ' s 
unders tanding that a l l o f t his is no t toxic, sinc e meta l s are 
a l l s eparated a t the source . Cha irman Bennett a ske d Mr. West 
if incineratio n, i n the modern sense , is any d i fferent from a 
uti li ty p lant tha t bur ns coa l or o il. Mr . Wes t re p lied burn ing 
so lid waste t hrough incineration ma kes use of trash tc per petuate 
energy ., a nd. is not a "d irty " method cf dis posal. 

Cha i rman Be nne tt advised Bucks County Commissioners have requested 
a l l municipa l i ties vo te on this option by May 1 2 , 1992 . Mr. 
Horrocks read t he reques t c f Bucks County, wh ich states: "Does 
your governing bo dy wish t o r eserve the local o ption of 
inc inerat i on as a method of disposal fo r your community's solid 
waste? Ther e are twc r e so lutions to c hoos e f rom - one would 
be that Hillt own Tci:mship wishes tc reserve the local option 
of incineration as a method of dis pcsal , and the sec ond is tha t 
Hi lltown Township does not wish to reserve the l ocal option of 
i n cinera t ion as a me thod of di spos al. If y ou do not wish the 
o pt ion, y ou wi ll offe r a ' Ne' vo t e r e solution, and i f you wish 
t he option , you will offe r a ' Yes ' vote reso l ution . 11 

) 
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Of the fifty four municipalities in Bucks County, Chairman Bennett 
understood that the current count, as cf yesterday, was twenty 
five for the option, and ten against the option. To avoid further 
delay, the Board of Supervisors agreed to vote on this issue 
at this time. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, and seconded by Chairman Bennett 
to adopt .Resolution #92_-22 to vote yes, t .o __ pr_eserve the option 
if the incinerator is_ b_uilt, tc- utilize incinerat icn as well 
as recycling, in the future. Supervisor Bennington was opposed 
an·d explained· he·--h-as- major concerns about incineration for many 
reasons, including health issues, trash coming frcm Philadelphia, 
excess capacity, and various other questions that remain 
unresolved. Motion passed. 

Chairman Bennett stated on May 27, 1992, the lccal waste Management 
Fae ili ty, Alder fer and and Frank, is s ponscring a bus tour which 
will accomodate approximately 40 people, to make a trip to the 
Crews Landfill in Lower Bucks County, and then proceed tc a 
Wheelabrator incincerator in Glcuscester County, New Jersey. 
It is estimated this trip would run from 7:30AM to 3:00PM. Anyone 
who is interested in viewing both a landfill facility and an 
incinceratcr, first hand , should contact Mr. Bruce Horrocks, 
Township Manager, within the next few days. 

G. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS: 

1. Mr. Michael Alderfer Temporary Use Waiver Request 
- Mr. Alder f er cf 602 Redwing Road was in attendance and explained 
their home was lost to fire on January 16, 1992. He, along with 
his wife and his sen are now living with his sister. The Bucks 
County Board of Health has been working with the Alderfer's to 
establish a septic system to rebuild a new house. Mr. Alderfer's 
wife is pregnant, and it has been a rea 1 inconvenience to be 
living with his sister and her family. Mr. Alderfer is requesting 
permission tc reside in an apartment above their barn. He and 
his family had previously lived in the barn apartment until they 
were requested, by the Township, to vacate because proper permits 
and approvals were not received from the Township. At that time , 
the Alderfers did vacate the apartment. Mr. Alderfer is requesting 
temporary living arrangements in this barn apartment, until their 
house is built. 

Chairman Bennett rn;ted the Board cf Health is apparently suggesting 
a temporary holding tank, which would be necessary for not more 
than six months. The rebuilt residence would also require a 
sand mound, which was already approved. Chair.man Bennett asked 
Mr. Alderfer if the original house had a sand muund. Mr. Alderfer 
replied the original house had conventional sewage. 
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Supervisor Benning ton ci t ed Mr . Appl egate's correspcndence dated 
April 7 , 199 2 whi ch s tat es "This office shal l not approve th is 
t empcrary us e of t h e storag e bar n 11

, a nd asked why Mr . Applegate 
made that statement . Mr . Horroc k s thought Mr . Applegate was 
address i ng the fact that the barn apartment never recei ved the 
proper inspect ions, and is ques tioning the s afety aspe ct. 
Therefor~, Mr. Applegate c annot in s ure the safe ty of the struc ture. 

Supervisor 
s ince been 
was bui lt, 
inspections 

Fox as ked i f the wiring in the barn apartment has 
i ns pected . Mr . Alderfer r eplied when the apartment 
there had been an ele ctrica l inspe ction, howeve r no 
were done by the Town ship. 

Chairman Benne t t as ke d the likelihood uf a ne w home being built 
a nd occupied within six mon ths. Mr. Alder fe r hopes to be in 
the new house before six mcnths , as he has a lready submitted 
the plan s to Mr . Applegate . Personally , Chair man Bennett wuuld 
be inc lined to view Mr. Alder f er ' s re quest favorably , providing 
Mr . Applegate makes required inspect i ons f or safety purpos es. 
Super viscr Fcx was in a greement, as l ong as i rnf pection by Mr. 
App legate took place . S upervisor Bennington asked Solicitor 
Grabowski seve r al questions , to be sure the Townsh ip wou ld not 
be liable , sinc e the apartment was ess entially 11 illegal" a s it 
was constructed with out Townsh i p knowl e dge , approval or 
ins pe ctions. S upervi sor Bennington does no t want Hilltown Towns h ip 
to be h eld res pons i ble should a fir e take place i n the barn 
a partme nt , be cause nu i nspections were done. Supervisor 
Bennington alsu does not want tu give the Alderfer 's approval 
to us e tha t apartment indefin i tely . Supervi sor Bennington wuu l d 
be wi lling to grant the Alder f er ' s six months to l ive i n the 
barn apartment unt i l constructi on of t heir home is completed. 
One e the six month t ime period expires , that temporar y permi t 
wi ll become null and void . Supervisor Bennington wou l d a lso 
re ques t a letter f rom Mr. Alderfer s tat ing they wou ld abso lve 
t he Towns hip of any r es pons ibili ty , in the e ve nt sume th ing wuuld 
h appen in that building . 

Concerning t he safet y as pec t of the a partment, Mr . Alderfe r 
e xplain e d the barn and apartment do es h ave elec tronic fire alarms 
thruughout . Chairman Bennett agreed with Supervisor Benning ton ' s 
suggestions , and also fe l t Mr . Applegate shou ld inspect the 
proper ty before the waiver is granted by the Board of Supervis ors . 

Mot i on was made by Supervisor Fox, seconde d by Supervisor 
Bennington , and carried unan i mously to grant conditional approva l 
fo r a six month tempor ary permit to Mr. Micha el Alderfer t c l ive 
in the barn apartment, conting e n t u pcn the Code Enforcement 
Officer ' s approval. In addit i on, a l etter by the applic ant t c 
the Township wou ld be required, abs o l ving the Township of any 
res ponsibl ity . l 
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It is Mr. Alderferts understanding that Mr. Applegate would not 
approve his using the barn apartment as a temporary dwelling, 
though Mr. Alderfer did not lmcw why. Supervisor Bennington 
asked if Mr. Applegate inspects the site again, and still does 
not approve the structure, would Mr. Alderfer have the opportunity 
to make the improvements that would allow occupancy. Chairman 
Bennett and Supervisor Fox felt that Mr. Alderfer should have 
that opportunity to correct whatever Mr. Applegate might find 
fault with. The only thing Mr. Applegate told Mr. Alderfer after 
walking through the apartment, was that a fire wall would be 
required along the bottom of the barn, which would be quite an 
expense to install. Mr. Alderfer did not see the need for the 
fire wall, since he already has fire alarm systems installed., 
and felt it would be a rather large expense to go to for a 
ternpurary use. Mr. Alderfer does not believe a 3/4 11 piece of 
fire wall would help if the situation of fire were to happen 
again. 

Mr. Horrocks will speak to Mr. Applegate, whu will inspect the 
Alderfer property cnce again and advise his findings to the Board 
of Supervisors.• 

2. Mr. Torn Slctter - Complaint concerning Home Occupations 
- Mr. Tom Slotter of 16 South Perkasie Ruad, was in attendance 
to submit several proposals for change to the home occupation 
and home zoning laws. Mr. Slotter gave a brief' explanation of 
what prompted him to cume before the Board cf Supervisors to 
g i Ve consideration to these changes. Five months ago, Mr. 
Slotter's inunediate next doer neighbor mcved a business from 
Rt. 309 to her home on South Perkasie Road. No permits were 
obtained, and no applications were completed. Immediately, Mr. 
Slutter filed a Zoning Complaint Form. Mr. Slatter' s neighbors, 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, never received any fines or any "Stop Order " 
to discontinue this business. The driveways of the two homes 
are ten feet apart. Mrs. Smith has quite a bit of auto traf f'ic 
cuming to her home to pick up repcrts, drop off resumes, etc . 
Mr. Slatter went through this same situation with this same 
business and the same person when he first purchased his home 
13 years ago. Mr. Slotter put up with this for four years, and 
at that time, the neighbor did not have any permits, approvals 
or variances through the Township. Mr. Slotterts former home 
was located in a Commercially zoned district, and he purchased 
his home in Hilltuwn Township with the sole intent cf being located 
in a Rural Residential district. Now, unfortunately., he has 
a business located un his dourstep. Mr. Slotter asked why h e ., 
as a property cwner in Hilltown Tuwnship, doesn't have any rights. 
Mr. Slotter felt each case or decision should be viewed on an 
individual basis. 
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Supervi s or Bennington asked Mr . S l utter when h e filed t he Zoning 
Complaint Form. Mr. Slotter replied he f iled that fc rm wi th 
the Township on December 5 , 1991 . Mr. Slotter's neighbor r ecently 
appealed to t he Zoning Hearing Board . The Code Enfor cement Off i cer 
had f iled a court order with t he District Justice , and t he day 
before the hear ing, Mrs. Smith compl ied. The Code Enforc ement 
Officer then v i sit e d the s i te t o make an inspe ction . 

Supervisor Bennington comme nted the Beard of Supervis ors canno t 
overrule a zoning de cis ion, so therefore the Zoning He aring Beard 
ma kes that decis i on . Supervisor Benn i ngton asked the f inal 
dec is ion rendered by the Zoning flearing Beard . Mr . Slatt er replied 
the decision was strict ly on the par king issue. The Code 
Enforcement Offic er , during his ins pee tion, told Mr s . Smith that 
she was require d tc cons t r uct three additiu-na l par king spaces . 
Mrs. Smith then came before the Zoning Hearing Board asking for 
a var ian ce on this, requiring no parking spaces. The Zoning 
Hearing Board was unanimous in requiring three parki ng spaces, 
tho ugh the y di d no t address the i ssue of th e home occ upation 
itse lf, jus t the pa r king issue . Mr . Slotter was under the 
impress i on that the Zoning Hearing Board d id not have the power 
t o de that , and that Mr. S lo tt er had to spe ak t o the S uper vis ors 
because t h e y were the ones t o ma ke a dec ision for c hange . 

Mr. Horrocks be lieves what happened at the Zoning Hear ing Board 
meet i ng was that a var iance was not g iven t o t h e Smith property , 
a n d i t was given an a ce esscry use, no t a home o ccupa tion. The 
Zuning Hear i ng Beard , Mr . Horrocks be lieves , i f they are varyi ng 
or ne t vary ing a par king issue , they a r e aut oma tic a lly thereby 
stating t h e applicant was at leas t gran ted the acc essory use ru ling. 
To Mr . Horrocks knowledge, t h e parking issue was the onl y r eason 
f er Mrs . Smith' s appea l t o the Zoning Hearing Board . Mr . Slutter 
state d the Zoning He aring Board re quired Mrs. Smith to ins tall 
the t hree a dditio nal parking spa c es, however they did not issue 
a Cease a nd Desist Order . Mr . Hor rcc ks did not attend the hear ing, 
however he quest ions why a varia nce wou ld be issued or net is sued 
if, i n f ac t, the a pplicant was deali ng with an illegal ( by the 
Zcning Ordinance) situation. Mr. Slctter note d the Cede 
Enforcement Offic er tc ld h im that the way t he proc es s wor ke d , 
ther e was nothin g h e cou ld de to step t he business sinc e home 
o ccupat ions are a l l owable in that area . 

Sc:.li c itor Grabows ki a sked the t ype of hu me occupatio n that M:r. 
Sla tter is speaking o f. Mr. S lott er r eplied t he busines s i s 
a secretarial service, and the Zoning Hearing Board listed i t 
is an "of f i ce us e 11

, un whic h they bas ed t he i r determinat io n a s 
far as the parki ng r equirements. 



Page 17 
Board of Supervisors 
April 27, 1992 

Chairman Bennett asked if Mrs. Smith had mure than one employee. 
Mr. Slatter advised Mrs. Smith does not have more than one 
employee. The existing home dces have a narrow driveway however, 
and is located on a hill. Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith's cars are 
normally parked in front of the garage doors, which leaves one 
additional parking space immediately behind their vehicles. 
When there is a temporary employee en the site, there are three 
vehicles in the driveway. Mr. Slotter explained the only way 
to leave the site is to back out onto the lawn or to back out 
onto the highway, which happens to be located un a fairly sharp 
curve. To back out onto the highly traveled roadway would be 
dangerous. 

Mr. Slctter asked why he did not have the opportunity, at the 
very beginning of this issue, to approach the Board of Supervisors 
or a District Justice. Mr. Slotter's proposals for changing 
the process to be issued a license tc establish a home occupation 
are as follows: 

1. Any applicant must apply to the Township befcre any physical 
changes are made to the property. A heavy fine would be levied. 
if these procedures are net carried cut. 

2. After an applicant dues apply for a heme occupation, all 
adjoining property owners would be notified by registered letter, 
stating what the pruposed plans are fur the pruperty. 

3. If there are any disagr·eements among the adjoining property 
uwners, they should have the right to appear befcre the District 
Justice or before the Board of Supervisors, to state their case, 
before any business is begun on the applicant's property. 

Mr. Slotter was also told by the Code Enforcement Officer that 
every home on South Perkasie Road is eligible fur a home 
occupation. Mr. Slatter felt the other property owners in his 
neighborhood are unaware of this. Mr. Slotter is home during 
the day since he w0rks in the evening, and he does not feel he 
should have to live with a business next door while residing 
in a Rural Residential area. Chairman Bennett commented the 
only way the Board of Supervisurs learn cf such situations is 
through complaints from neighboring residents. There are over 
4,000 homes in Hilltown Township, and only one Cede Enforcement 
Officer , thereby it is virtually impossible to keep track of 
what is going on in each home. Mr. S lotter stated he had no 
qua Jms or complain ts abcu t the Cede Enf ore ement Of fie er. 
Originally, Mr. Slctter did not knvw what the laws were, and 
Mr. Applegate explained them t0 him thoruughly. Basic ally, .Mr. 
Applegate told Mr. Slvtter that his hands are tied, he can only 
inspect the property, and he cannot make any changes. Mr. Slatter 
felt the Beard of Supervisors were the only governing body that 
can correct this injustice. 
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Supervisor Fox noted almost everything Mr. Slctter suggested 
currently exists today. An applicant cannut change their home 
without benefit of a permit, and a home occupation cannot be 
started wi thcut a permit. An applicant is allowed thirty days 
tu come into compliance after someone has filed a Zoning Complaint 
Form. After that time, each day is a $500. 00 fine, and every 
day is an additional fine. Supervisor Fox commented the Township 
i s not aware of these things unless residents file a complaint 
or inform the Code Enforcement Officer. Zoning matters are not 
the responsibility of the Board of Supervisor's. Those matters 
are handled by the Code Enforcement Officer and the Zoning Hearing 
Board. 

Mr. Slatter felt Supervisor Fox was missing his point. He, 
himself, would like tu have the oppurtunity tu address the problem 
before it starts. Supervisor Fox cummented Mr. Slatter, as a 
neighboring prDperty owner, should have received notice of the 
Zoning Hearing regarding Mrs. Smith's case, which is part cf 
the procedure. Mr. Slatter replied he did receive notice of 
the Zoning Hearing and he did at tend, hew ever that was five months 
after the filing of his original Zoning Complaint. Mr. Slotter 
claims he was told there was nothing he ccu ld du because the 
laws were in effect and untouchable. Mr. Slotter felt the Board 
uf Supervisors had the power tc make these changes, if someone 
has a legitimate complaint. Chairman Bennett explained the 
Township is in the process of updating it's zoning laws, and 
asked Mr. Slutter to submit his comments, in writing, tc Mr. 
Horrocks for the Beard's consideration. 

3. Mr. Joe DelCiot to BPI Mr. DelCiutto was not in 
attendance. 

H. MANAGER'S REPORT - Mr. Bruce Horrocks -

*Mr. Horrocks thanked the students participating in the Local 
Government program this evening, and due to the late hour, advised 
they are permitted to leave the meeting whenever they choose. 

1. Hilltown Township has been given the opportunity to 
purchase additional Law Enforcement Liability Insurance on damages 
attributable to punitive or exemplary damages. This coverage 
has not been c; f fered to us before, and is nut presently in the 
budget for this year. Mr. Horrocks noted this a new addition 
tc the policy frum Scc:tsdale Insurance, with the cost being 
$1,219.00. Mr. Horrocks recommended the Board approve this 
addition, as he feels it would be well worth it I s value. Chairman 
Bennett agreed with Mr. Horrocks, since every one is so law suit 
consciuus today, and felt it was guod coverage for a small amount 
of muney. 
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Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Superviscr 
Fox, and carried unanimously to pay the. additional premium of 
$1,219.00 tc purchase the Law Enforcement Liability Insurance 
for punitive or exemplary damages. 

2. Mr. Horrocks presented the following sixteen Escrow 
Releases (all bank held) for the Board's approval: 

BPI Voucher #7 $1 , 240.05 
BFI Voucher #8 $1,295.18 
Carney Land Dev. Voucher #4 $ 407.25 
Carney Land Dev. Voucher #5 $17,934.30 
Carney Land Dev. Voucher #6 $2 , 000.00 
Cefelli Voucher #6 $1,186.53 
Cefelli Voucher #7 $31,445.87 
Deerfield Voucher #27 $ 220.45 
Hickory Hamlet Phase II Voucher #24 $ 180.95 
Hickory Hamlet Phase II Voucher #25 $11,227.91 
Orchard Station Voucher #21 $ 421. 85 
Sterling Knoll Phase II Voucher #45 $ 14 8. 4 5 
Stcneycrest Voucher #6 $14,487. 75 
Stoneycrest Voucher #7 $ 383. 40 
St. Philip's Church Voucher #9 $5,919.63 
Summit CDurt Voucher #30 $ 193.35 

Motion was made by Supervisor FDx, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennington, and carried unanimously to release the sixteen Escrows 
listed above. 

3. Concerning the Community Development Block Grant for 
the Hilltown Historical Society, Mr. Horrocks presented a 
standardform contract from Bucks County in the amount of $35,300.00 
for the Board to sign following this meeting. 

4. Mr. Horrocks requests a motion from the Board tu enact 
a policy on a permit for use cf Hilltown Township facilities. 
This would include use of any Townsh1.p facility by any organization 
(other than a direct committee or board of this Township), 
including rental cf the Scout Cabin, the former Municipal Building, 
the former Civic Field, er the present meeting room. It is 
a very simple form which will include a "hold harmless agreement 11 

for the Tcwnship' s protection. This form was reviewed by the 
Township Solicitor 1 s office, and originated from a recommendation 
by an insurer of Hilltown Township and the Park and Recreation 
Board. 

Mction was made by Supervisor Fux, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennington, and carried unanimously to adopt the Permit fur Use 
o f any Township facilities. 



Page 20 
Board of Supervisors 
April 27, 1992 

5. Mr. Horrocks called for a motion on Paul Heck's request, 
which was discussed at the last Worksessicn meeting concerning 
the elevator requirement. 

Motiun was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Fox, and carried unanimously to grant Mr. Paul Beck's request 
concerning placing a hold of 9 to 12 munths (maximum) en the 
requirement for installing the elevator. 

6. A request was received from the Pennridge Aquatic Club 
seeking a donation from Hilltown Township. In 1991, the 
Supervisors did not make a d0nation, and in 1990, the Supervisors 
made a donation uf $100.00 tu the Pennridge Aquatic Club. Mr. 
Horrocks commented Hilltown Township residents are welcume to 
try out for the team and to make use of the facilities at the 
Holiday House poul. 

Chairman Bennett asked if Hilltown residents must pay to use 
the Holiday House poo 1. Mr. Horrocks replied that they do, and 
stated the Pennridge Aquatic Club is a swim team which uses the 
Holiday House peel. 

Supervisors Bennington and Fox asked if there was funds available 
in the contributions account l:f the budget. Mr. Horrocks replied 
technically, on the budget, there are no dollars shown under 
Program Participation this year. Nothing was budgeted fur Park 
and Recreation for this year either, assuming that it was all 
capital going intu renuvating the former Civic Field. 

Moticn was made by Supervisor Fox, 
Bennington, and carried unanimuusly to 
Pennridge Aquatic Club. 

seccnded 
donate 

by Supervisor 
$100.00 to the 

7. Approximately one month age, the Board c;f Supervisurs 
asked Mr. Horrocks to find out if the Bux-Mont Two Cylinder 
Club , whc previously requested a waiver of fees fur Scout Cabin 
rental, was a legal non-profit organization. Mr. Horrocks ncted 
that the Bux-Mcnt Twu Cylinder Club is a non-prcfit organization 
and they do have a tax identification number. 

Motiun was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Fox, and carried unanimously to waive Scout Cabin rental fees 
for the Bux-Mont Two Cylinder Club's use of the cabin in September. 

8. Hilltown Township has received a request for refund 
of a $25.00 zoning fee, after the zoning permit fer a sign was 
denied. The permit was denied because the zoning district where 
the home is located does not allow it. 

Supervisur Fox knew of this case, and explained the applicant 
had completed a sign permit to advertise his business. The money 
for the permit was ace epted by the Township, and the applicat iun 
was later rejected, by letter. Supervisor Fox believes the 
applicant shuuld have been told, when he applied for the permit, 
that a sign was not allowed in that zoning district. 

l 
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Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, 
Bennington, and carried unanimously to 
for a sign permit to the applicant. 

seconded 
return 

by 
the 

I Z I) 

Supervisor 
$25.00 fee 

9. Hilltown Township was recently audited by the State 
Auditor's office for the 1990 Liquid Fuels account. There were 
no findings. All beginning and ending balances matched and were 
correct , and the audit was completed without incidence. 

Chairman Bennett asked if the Tcwnship has received any Li quid 
Fuels monies to date. Mr. Horrocks replied the only funds received 
for Liquid Fuels was the turnback monies. Chairman Bennett read 
in the newspaper that Richland Township received $112,000.00 
for Liquid Fuels, after expecting only $102,000.00. 

10. As a reminder, en Thursday, April 3 0, 1992 at 7: 3 OPM, 
the Upper Bucks Consortium will be holding an evening meeting 
at the Hilltown Township Municipal Building. James Greenwood, 
Paul Clymer, and David Heckler will be the speakers. The public 
is invited tc attend. Since it is a Consortium meeting, they 
will be adhering to their regular meeting agenda. 

11. Mr. Horrocks advised that approximately 27 different 
individuals or organizations are presently mailed the monthly 
Board of Supervisor's meeting minutE-s. Since the Township has 
gone to a WCJrks ess ion meeting format for the first meeting of 
each month , the minutes from the regularly scheduled Board of 
Supervisurts meeting are averaging apprCJximately 30 pages, 
sometimes more. This raises the cost 0f postage to anywhere 
from $1.00 to $2.00 per envelope. Mr. Horrocks suggested that 
instead cf mailing copies of the minutes to 27 different 
individuals, mail them to only 5 individuals, which would be 
chairmans of the various boards, plus the Township Solie itor 
and Township Engineer. A letter could be sent tc those who had 
previously received copies of these minutes in the past, explaining 
that if they would like to obtain a copy uf minutes, they are 
more than welcome to pick them up at the Township building. 

Supervisor Fox suggested leaving all minutes here at the Township 
building fur pie k-up by the chairmans CJf the various boards for 
distribution at their individual meetings. The Beard was in 
agreement with both suggestions. 
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12. Mr. Buzby, Director cf Public Works, has requested 
authorization for Hilltown Township to gu out on bid for Bituminous 
Seal Coat and other road materials. The Buard was in agreement 
to authorize Mr. Buzby to advertise bids for Bituminous Seal 
Ccat and ether road materials. 

13. Mr. Horrocks asked the press to announce H & K Quarry I s 
of fer of a tour of the Skunk Hollow Read facility to all Hilltown 
Township residents. Chairman Bennett asked if a date had been 
set for the tour. Mr. Horrocks replied a confirmed date has 
not yet been set at this time. If anyone is interested in touring 
the Skunk Hollow Road facility, they should contact either Lynda 
Se imes, Township Secretary, or Mr. Horrccks, Township Manager, 
at the Township office. Scheduling a date for the tour will 
depend upon the response received from the community. Mr. Horrocks 
presently has 5 residents interested in the tour. 

I. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. A letter has been received from the Borough of Dublin, 
asking the Beard's feelings on the possibility of Dublin Borough 
cffering sewer connection to St. Luke's Lutheran Church> located 
on Rt. 313 in Hilltown Tcwnship. Mr. Hcrrocks discussed this 
poss i bi li ty with the Operations Manager of the Hilltown Township 
Water and Sewer Auther ity, Mr. Tum Wynkoop. Hilltuwn Township's 
sewer line is not presentl,y located in the area of the church 
or even close to it , at this point. As long as this Board would 
be willing to allow the sewer connection to the church CJnly, 
Mr. Wynkoop felt the Hilltuwn Township Water and Sewer AuthCJrity 
would have no problem with it. Solicitor Grabowski advised a 
Planning Module would be required to be submitted to the Township. 

Supervisor Fcx asked if there would be any potential problems, 
in future years> by allowing Dublin Borough tc enter Hilltown 
Township with sewer lines. Mr. Frank Beck, Vice-Chairman uf 
the Water and Sewer Authority did net knew where Dublin Borough's 
line runs , nor did he knuw hc,w far over the line the church is 
in Hilltown. Supervisor Fux stated there is public sewer at 
the State Police barracks and at the Dublin Fire Company. All 
Dublin Borough would have tu do is cross the street into Hilltown 
Township. Mr. Beck stated if Mr. Wynkoop had no problem with 
Dublin B0ruugh 1 s request, and if the Board uf Supervisors are 
willing to pass a Resulution that Dublin Borough only services 
the church with their sewer line, he does not feel the Authority 
will object. 

Mr. John Bender, a member cf the Hilltown Township Water and 
Sewer Authcrity, asked if that connection will be off Rt. 313 
or off Quarry Road. Mr. Horrocks replied Dublin Borough has 
not yet defined that point at this time, and he is not sure. 
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The next step, Solicitor Grabowski replied, would be for the 
church to file certain documents with the Township, and also 
with the Department of Environmental Resources, which would give 
the exact route, length and location of the sewer. All this 
information would need to be approved, officially, at a public 
Township meeting. 

Chief George Egly felt the Board would be opening a "pandora I s 
box" by allowing Dublin Borough to run a sewer line to the church. 
Chief Egly thought that if a sewer line was run to the church, 
all the residents along Rickert Road would be bypassed and may 
become upset, since they are presently experiencing prcblems 
with their sewers. All those hemes and businesses would be 
bypassed to run the sewer line to the church alone, and Chief 
Egly felt problems may arise because of it. 

Mr. Beck suggested the situation be reviewed by the Hilltovm 
Township Water and Sewer Authority before the Board cf Supervisors 
makes a decision. The Board was in agreement. 

3. The Bucks County Opportunity Council will be spunsoring 
a Surplus Fcod Distributiun at the Hilltcwn Township Municipal 
Building on Thursday, June 11, 1992 from 2:00PM to 4:00PM. 

4. Another request for addition into the Agricultural Security 
District of Hilltown Township has been received. Mr. Horrocks 
will attempt to ask the recent applicants to either withdraw 
their request, or grant the Tuwnship a six month ext ens ion for 
additicn. Mr. Horrocks would like this addition, as well as 
any further addition requests we may receive over the next six 
months , be tied into our seven year review, which is required 
during January, February and March of 1993. Mr. Horrocks explained 
there is quite a pr0cess involved in making additions to the 
Agricultural Security District, and he is hoping the recent 
applicants will be willing to grant an extensiun. 

J . PLANNING Mr. Mike Russek Township Engineer's Office 

1. Jerry•s Auto Body - Final - Mr. Russek presented the 
land development plan for Jerry's Auto Body, located in the 
Commercial Zoning District 0n Bethlehem Pike. This plan was 
previuusly before the Board and received preliminary approval, 
and is currently be fore the Board for fina 1 approva 1. The 
applicant is propusing an addition to the existing auto body 
shop of 3, 750 sq . ft., and also the addition cf a proposed office 
o f 616 sq. f t. One of the two outstanding items remaining includes 
a n agreement to be executed with the Township for provision cf 
additional parking if it is determined one year from the date 
o f occupancy that additional parking is needed. 
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The applicant i s requesting a reduc ticn from the required number 
of spaces , and they do have an area reser ved fo r these additional 
s paces if a parking problem ever occurs . The s econd outsta nding 
item i s an escrow agreement which mus t be execu ted to guarantee 
the installat ion of a ll public improvements. The main improvement 
be ing per for med to the proper ty are re vi s icns to the de tent ion 
facili ty fer s tormwater ma nag ement runoff and landsc ape plantings. 
Mr . Rus sek advis e d th is plan has received a unanimous 
recommendation fr om the Planning Commission fer final p lan 
ap pro val. 

Motion was 
Benn ington ., 
apprc val to 
the Plann ing 

ma de by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor 
and carried unanimously to grant conditional f i nal 
the Jerry 's Auto Body plan , based on comments by 

Commission and Mr. Wynn's eng ineer ing review le tter. 

2 . Vulcan Springs - Final - Mr . Russek noted Vulcan Spr ings 
Manufactur ing Campany i s located on Schoolhouse Road , within 
the Ligh t Industrial Zoning Distr ict. The current proposal i s 
for a t wo phas e expansion of a warehouse, with both proposed 
expansions being 22 , 000 sq . ft. each. Ther e is also a future 
offi ce fac ility proposed, which will be constructed under Phase 
II , consisting cf approximate ly 5 ,000 sq . ft. The plan was g iven 
unanimous recommendation for final plan apprcva l by t he P lanning 
Commission ., under the cundition of an esc row agreement regarding 
the publ ic improvements. In this case, the major improvement 
is the de tent io n basin fer stormwater ma nag ement. 

Mot i on was made by Supe rvisor Benni ngtun, seconded by Supervisor 
Fox , and carried unanimously to approve the final plan for Vu l can 
Springs Manufa cturing Company, with the condi ticns se t forth 
by the P lanning Commiss ion. 

3 . Anders Carpets - Preliminary - The Planning Commiss icn 
recommended conditic nal preliminary pla n approva l of the pr oposed 
land de velopment l ocated on Bethlehe m P ike , opposite the 
intersec tion of Centra l A venue , condi t iona 1 upo n comp let ion of 
all outstanding items . This rec ommendation was give n rased u pon 
the engineering review dated March 31, 1992 . The prope rty is 
split by two separ at e zon ing dis tric ts . The rear purt ion cf 
the property is located within the Rural Residential Zoning 
District , and the front portion of the property is located within 
the Planned Comme rcia l I Zon ing Dis tric t. The applic ant is 
propos ing to c hang e the u s e of t he pro perty to ac ccmoda te two 
proposed war ehouses, and an 83 5 sq . ft. office addit ion fo r a 
bus iness . 

Mr. Russe k e xp lained when the plan was in itia lly submitted, 
was a proposal f or a cu 1-de- sac turnaround, which would 
extended into the Rural Residential Zon ing District , and 

t here 
have 
also 
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there was an additional 1,300 sq. ft. office additic:n proposed 
to the front of the prcperty. The current plan does not have 
those proposed impruvements basically because uf the need cf 
zoning variances that would have to be obtained for a 
non-conformity. Therefore, the current plan has eliminated those 
items. If the applicant would ever apply for that expansion, 
they would appear before the Zoning Hearing Board for the necessary 
variances. The applicant has provided site capacity calculations 
en the plan, which are nut necessary in this case, and those 
should be removed to avuid confusion. There was also a concern 
that there was post-construction within an area delineated as 
potential wetland areas, however those prcposed improvements 
have been removed from those portions of the site. Clarification 
needs tu be performed to the Eros ion Control Report and Detention 
Basin Study. A Penndot highway occupancy permit is required 
for the new driveway access. Approval from the Telford Borough 
Authority for water and sewer services tc the property is required. 
DER approval fer planning modules is necessary, as well as receipt 
of the Bucks County Conservation District approval fur Erosion 
and Sedimentaticn Control Measures. Property munumentation 
installation is required prior to plan recordation. The ultimate 
right-of-way uf Bethlehem Pike should be offered for dedication 
to Hilltown Township, in accordance with Subdivision/Land 
Development Ordinance, Section 403. There are also some various 
engineering/drafting details which must be addressed. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Fox, and carried unanimously to grant ccnditional preliminary 
a ppr ova 1 to the Ander' s Carpet Land Development plan with the 
conditiuns as noted. 

K. ENGINEERING - Mr. Mike Russek - Township Engineer's Office 

1. Hickory Hamlet II Phase II Mr. Russek advised 
the maintenance period for the project has expired and at this 
time, he is asking the Board for a motion to accept the completion 
of the maintenance period. Mr. Hackett has performed the necessary 
maintenance items which were required, including replacement 
of a street tree and some additional right-of-way maintenance. 
Everything appears to be sat is factory. 

Motiun was made by Supervisor Fox, 
Bennington, and carried unanimously to 
Hickory Hamlet II, Phase II Subdivision. 

seconded by 
return the 

Supervisor 
escrow for 

2. Deerfield Subdivision A request has been received 
from the Oxford Land Develcpment, dated April 20, 1992, requesting 
a one year extension to their escrow agreement and financial 
security agreement with the Township for completion of the 
necessary public improvements. At this point, the applicant 

_./ 

JZ/5 
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expects they may have t he impr ovements completed prior to the 
end uf the summer or the beginning of the f all, due to t he current l 
rate at which they are sel ling their homes. Since January 1, 
1992, nineteen mor e unit s have been so ld and they are moving 
along qu ickly. Currently, the developer has approximately twenty 
homes completed , ~ i t h an agreement cf sale on nineteen additional 
ho mes. 

Mot i on was 
Benn ington, 
a Dne year 
S ubdivision, 

ma de by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor 
and carried unanirrously to grant Mr . Harry Hassan 
ext ens ion to comple te impr ove ments at the Deerf ield 
until April 30, 1993. 

3. Finkelstein (Diamond Street) Subdivision) Plann i ng 
Modules - Mr. Russek explained this pla n had previ ously received 
a ppro val from the Township. The reason th is issue is be fore 
the Board ag a in is because when the Planning Modules wer e sent 
to DER for approval , they requested a Resolution be passed f or 
approva l of the Planning Modules . DER will not process the 
Planning Modu les unt il they receive such a Reso lu tion. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Fux, sec ended by Super visor 
Be nningtun, and carried unanimcusly to authori ze a change in 
the Ac t 537 to allow public sewer tu the Finkelstein Subdivision 
on Diamond Street, and to accept ~olu tion #92-23 for P lann i:qg; 
Mudu le s f or the Finkelstein (Diamond Street)Subdivi~io n. ----

4. Nr. Horrocks explained Mr. Joe De lCiotto of BFI has 
made twc waiver reques ts of the Township. The first waiver r e quest 
is the requ irement for a dumpster on site. Obvious l y , since 
BFI is i n the tras h business , they can throw their trash directly 
into the trucks . The second waiver request involve s the fact 
that when the contractors were clearing the nor th t o west corner 
of the parking area, they i nadvertantly uvercleared, t hereby 
reducing the need for a gu iderai l between the par king l e t and 
what is now graded grass. Mr. Horrocks s poke to Mr. Wynn earlier 
to day and he did not feel there would be a problem with a waiver 
on either of these items . 

S upervis or Be nnington stated th is par ticular site c f BF I ' s is 
a truck repair facility , and is not a trash facility. There fore, 
the trucks entering the s ite shculd not be hauling trash , as 
t hey are there for repair on ly. Supervisor Bennington felt BFI 
would st ill nee d the dumpster for th is site. Chairman Bennett 
agreed. Supervisor Fo x co mmented BFI als o intends to br ing in 
empty trash dumpsters for r epair . The Board was in agreeme nt 
not to grant the fir st waiver concerning the trash dumpster . 

Motion was made by S upervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Fox, and carried unanimously to approve the second waiver request 
made by BFI not to requ ire the guiderail, but to reject the first 
wa iver reques t conc erning the trash dumps ter issue. 
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5. Solicitor Grabowski explained the engineering item 
he is presenting this evening concerns what might be the longest 
running land development plan in Hilltown Township, that being 
the Joseph Pileggi Land Development. This land development is 
located at the intersection of Rt. 113 and Rt. 313. On November 
25, 1992, the Board of Supervisors gave final plan approval tu 
a land development plan that was prepared fur the site. There 
was one condition that was outstanding at that time. The condition 
related to the fact that the existing farmhouse upon the property 
was divided by Hilltown Township rs zoning boundary. The boundary 
line between the PC II Zoning District and the Rural. Residential 
Zcning District went right through the center of the building. 
At the time, there was a question as to whether there will be 
a multiple use of the building for zoning purposes. The Planning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors required the developer 
to enter into an agreement with the Township that the building 
would be used only for those uses which are permitted within 
a Rural Residential Zoning District. That agreement has now 
been signed by M.r. Pileggi. Solie itor Gra buwski recommended 
the Board accept the restrictive cuvenant that Mr. Pileggi has 
offered to the Township, and that it be recorded with the Bucks 
County Recorder cf Deeds so that it is on record to indicate 
itts purpose. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor 
Bennington, and carried unanimvusly to accept the restrictive 
covenant offered by Mr. Pileggi for the Joseph Pileggi Land 
Development and file it with Bucks County Recorder uf Deeds. 

L. LINENS FOR SIGNATURE: 

1. Fretz Land Development 
2. Finkelstein (Orchard Road) Subdivision 
3. Vulcan Springs Manufacturing. 

M. RESIDENT t S COMMENTS: 

1. Mr. Jack Hetherington is present on behalf of Dan 
Steinhauer of Easy Living Pools, to discuss an additional extension 
regarding his land development plan. Mr. Hetherington was retained 
tu represent Mr. Steinhauer late last week. Mr. Steinhauer is 
requesting a 90 day additional extension. Mr. Steinhauer had. 
discussed the issue with his engineer and his advisers, and asked 
if he cuuld do certain things regarding the buffer, the retention 
bas in, and/ or cons true ticn items, which are related to the 
Tcwnshipts escrow require111ents. 

I z,J 7 
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Mr. Steinhauer's eng ineer advised him that he could do those 
things., and theorhet i cally, as a n owner ., he c an. Huwe ver the 
problem is t hat the escrow amounts were not be ing reduced . It 
was his i ntention was tc ge t the escr ow a mount reduced to a level 
that he could l ive with , without see king financing. Mr . 
Hetherington has r ead IJJ:r. Wynn' s latest lett er to the ap plic ant 
and has also spoke n to him a bout the matter . Mr. Steinhauer 
is now active l y seeking financing . Mr . Hether ington understands 
that the Tcwnsh ip h a s not accepted a judgement note recordable 
as a lien a ga inst pro per ty becaus e o f the conc ern that i t may 
be insufficient s ecurity regarding o ther mortgages , fina n cing 
already a ff'ecting the property . Mr . Hetherington believes there 
i s not a use probl e m, just th e fact that Mr . Steinhauer has been 
una ble , because o f pr ior business problems such as the Chapter 
11 proceeding , to attain financing . Mr . Hetherington expla ined 
that even if Mr. Ste inhauer was able to get approva l fr om one 
of the more commonly used ban ks , the paperwurk wou l d not be 
a vailable within the time f rame o f the latest extensio n he was 
g ranted, which expired over the weekend . Mr. Hetherington ncted 
th is will be the only time he will come before the Board to seek 
an e xte ns i on fo r Mr . Steinhauer . 

Chairman Benne tt c omment ed that the las t time Mr. Steinhauer 
was be fo re the Board seeking an e xtension, it was granted with 
the understanding that i t wou ld be the very last extension that 
wou ld be grant e d. 

Mot ion was made 
Fox , and carried 
Living P0ols a 
de velo pment pla n. 

by Supervisor Bennington , seconded by Supervisor 
unanimously to grant Mr . Dan Steinh auer of Easy 

las t and final 90 day ext ens iun for his land 

2 . Mr . Ron Theis stated at the l ast Board of Supervisor 's 
meeting , it was no ted that a fi rm was hired t o appraise Township 
proper ties, but at the time, no figure had been a rrived at. 
Mr . The is aske d i f these appraisa ls are yet completed, and i f 
they were , quest i oned the f igures s ubmi t ted . Mr . Horrocks replied 
there ar e two propert ie s that ha ve been appraised , though he 
has no t yet r eceive d the apprai s al figures. Mr. Theis asked 
when the appraisals can be expected and wculd t he Township then 
put those twc prope rties up for sale in an att empt tu reduce 
de bts . Mr. Horroc ks felt the appraisals would be r eceived by 
the Township with in the next two wee ks . In Chairma n Benne tt's 
opinion, those two propert ie s cou ld be put up fo r public auct ion 
to reduce Hil ltown Townsh i p ' s debt . 

I n reading the minutes cf the previou s meet ing , Mr . The is was 
no t sure cf the outcome cf the discussion conc erning the Hazardous 
Waste Day being sponsored by the Count y. Chairman Benne tt 

I 
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explained the 
that Hilltown 

dee is ion 
Township 

reached by 
would net 

the Board at 
par tic ipa te in 

that 
the 

time was 
program. 

Concerning the refinancing of Bond money, Mr. The is understands 
that is still an outstanding issue, and asked if Hilltown Township 
has refinanced any Bond monies while the interest rates are goDd. 
Chairman Bennett commented refinancing took place two years ago. 
Mr. Theis is speaking of the question raised by Supervisor Fox 
at the last meeting. Mr. Horrocks stated refinancing the Bond 
is a very complex issue because it includes not only Hilltown 
Township, but alsu the Water and Sewer Authority. There is only 
a small portion of that which is refinancable because, in fact, 
the bund has been refinanced previously. When that happens, 
there are certain guarantees which must be entered into that 
refinancing cannot be d.cne again. Mr. Horrocks will be presenting 
a proposal to the Beard. The savings the Township will realize 
is miniscule , in Mr. Horrocks' opinion, in the approximate amount 
of $20 , 000.00 over a twenty five year pericd. Supervisor 
Bennington asked if that was because of the conditions set forth 
in the original Bond refinancing with the Water and Sewer 
Authority. Solicitor Grabowski is not privy to what the financial 
experts have told Mr. Horrocks, however his uwn inclination is 
there were really three amounts of muney financed in 1989. The 
Township portion was of an amount that had already been tinanc ed. 
The Interr.al Revenue Service only allows you to advance refund 
once. In 1989, the rates had gone from 11% or 11 1/2% down to 
the figures which they were financed in 1989. There is also 
a call provision on the n<.Jte as well, which Solicitor Grabowski 
thinks a portion of the notes are callable in 1994. There is 
one other facet to this that Solie itor Grabow ski has not even 
discussed with the Board er Mr. Horrucks, and that is the taxable 
rates themselves are also dropping dramatically. It may be an 
option for Hilltown to look at the possibility of getting taxable 
rates, if we cannot get tax exempt rates. Another problem is 
that the Debt Service , or the quarterly payments the Township 
is making, were staggered to the point of allowing the Township 
some " breathing rcom11 the first two er three years. 

Mr. Theis asked if Hilltown Township has a financial consultant 
to handle finances and to continuously look at options which 
are available to the Township. Chairman Bennett replied that 
Hilltown Township does not have a financ ia 1 consultant, however 
Mr. Horrocks has been researching financial options for the 
Township. Mr. Theis asked if a financial consultant could be 
hired , to work on a percentage commission of what he can save 
the Tcwnship in a given year. Chairman Bennett replied even 
if Hilltown Township had a financial surplus at any given time, 
through the Second Class Township Code, we are not able tc invest 
or purchase treasury securities, as that kind of flexibility 
does not exist. Mr. Theis recommended seeking a financial 
consultant for the Township, to work on a percentage basis. 
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Mr . Theis mentioned the $100 . 00 donation g iven by the Boar d t o 
the Pennr idge Aqua tic Clu b earlier i n the eve ning, and under stood 
there were no moni es budgeted f or that type of dona tion . Mr . 
The is aske d what budg e t line i tem d oes the Townsh i p propose to 
get tha t $100 .00 donat ion from . Chairman Benne t t r eplied the 
Board h as not yet discussed it, however he wou l d think it wculd 
be under Park and Rec reat ion Genera l. Mr . The is aske d if ther e 
i s a budget line f or Park and Recreat ion Genera l, and i f so, 
were t h os e monies all ac c ount ed f or at t he beg i nnin g of the year . 
Mr . Hurrocks replied the budget line numbers ar e all zeros . 
Mr. The is wondere d where the $ 100 , 00 donation will come from , 
even though he rea lize s i t is a miniscule a mount . 

Mr . The is c omme nted to be long t he Ho liday Hous e po o l, e ach family 
must pay a fee . If the Aquatic Cl ub is a special interest 
ac tivity , and there are try-outs i nvolved , Mr . Theis s ugges ted 
l etting the families who are interested in pursuing membersh i p 
in the Aquatic Cl ub, pay tha t fe e. Mr. Theis did not fe el the 
$ 100 . 00 donation s hou l d be put upon the Township res iden ts, 
es pecia lly a fter expe riencing a t uugh budge t proc es s with tax 
millage increa s es . Mr. Theis asked the Beard to c onsider 
resc ind ing the $100 . 00 donat io n and to allow Hilltown Township 
residents t o take adva ntage o f what is r eally a n extra c i r r icu lar 
ac t ivity by paying for it themselves . Mr . The i s does not feel 
the Townsh i p h a s the mo ney t o suppor t "extra cirr icular act i vit i es" 
or clubs at t his time . 

Supervisor Benning ton commented 1 t is his perogat i ve , a s a member 
o f the Boar d o f Supe rvisors, t o vote t o give do natio ns t o various 
clubs and organizations. There i s no way of !mowing how many 
or what types of c rgan i zations might a sk for donations . It would 
be idea l to h ave monies bu dge t ed for th i s very pur pos e . Mr. 
Theis sta ted the Township said no t o this organization last year , 
and i e lt t hey sho uld do the same t his yea r , s ince there i s no 
money budgeted for dcnat i ons . The residents of th is Township 
took a two mill i nc rea se th is year, and y et the Board cf 
S upervisurs are voting to give $100 . 00 donations t o c lu bs and 
organi zatio ns. Supervi s or Bennington agreed tha t next year there 
should be a line it em f or c ontr i butions. 

Follcwing further dis cus s ion, Chairman Bennet t a sked if any of 
the Supe r visors wished to rescind their or ig i na l motion to donate 
$100 .00 t o the Pennr idge Aquat ic Clu b . S upe rvisor Benn ing ton 
stated he understood a nd was sympathetic to Mr. Theis' reascn ing, 
huwe ve r h e did no t feel C(.) mfurtable 11 ha ving a g un plac e d to his 
head" concer ning the donation i ssue . Mr . The is explain ed the 
do llar f i gure i s not s u much th e issue, as the pr incipal of the 
th ing . 
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3. M.r. Sam Fulginiti of 716 Fairhill Road was in attendance 
and explained he has lived at his property for forty years. 
In the past, Mr. Fulginiti had a patio constructed with cinder 
blocks. Recently the cinder blucks have begun to crumble and 
he wishes to rebuild his patio. Mr. Fulginiti applied for a 
building permit to construct a new patio, and the permit has 
been rejected. Mr. Fulginiti wishes to know why the permit was 
rejected. 

Chairman Bennett, at Mr. Fulginiti's request, had visited the 
property. Chairman Bennett had no objections to Mr. Fulginiti' s 
proposal, however he discovered today that the Cede Enforcement 
Officer had directed Mr. Fulginiti to appear before the Zoning 
Hearing Board. Chairman Bennett persuna lly does not agree with 
that. Chairman Bennett explained Mr. Fulginiti is proposing 
to take an open patio area, roughly 10 ft. by 20 ft., extend 
it two feet, and enclose the envelope of the building. The Code 
Enforcement Officer claimed it could net be dune with his approval 
unless the applicant appears before the Zoning Hearing Board. 

Mrs. Betty Kelly, former Township Supervisor, has spoken with 
Mr. Applegate, Code Enforcement Officer, who stated the applicant's 
house had been there fer many, many years. The State, at one 
time, came through and claimed part of Mr. Fulginiti I s lawn. 
The applicant's patio is located on the side of the house. Mr. 
Applegate informed Mrs. Kelly that he does not have the authority 
to permit the applicant's proposal, since it is a non-conformity. 
Mr. Applegate instructed Mr. Fulginitti to appear befcre the 
Buard cf Supervisors or to ask Mr. Horrocks for his approval. 

Chairman Bennett advised the Board of Supervisors cannot overrule 
our own Zcning Officer. If someone wishes to appeal the Zoning 
Officer's dee is ion, they must appear before the Zoning Hearing 
Board, which is why that Board was established. Solie itcr 
Grabowski explained once the Zoning Officer makes a decision, 
he can rescind that decision, or the Zoning Hearing Board can 
overrule his decision. From what Mrs. Kelly stated earlier, 
Solicitor Grabowski understands there i's a written decision 
concerning this matter. At this point, it would be up to the 
Code Enforcement Of fie er tc reconsider. Supervisor Fox commented 
the Board of' Supervisors has no say in zoning matters, and they 
cannot rule on zcning matters. Solicitor Grabowski explained 
the issue has come up before as to whether or net the Supervisors 
have the right to rule on zoning matters, and they du nut. 

Mr. Horrocks mentioned Mr. Applegate's letter of April 7, 1992 
regarding this issue was in response to a zoning permit application 
submitted by Mr. Fulginitti. Mr. Applegate, as the Zoning Officer, 
rejected the zoning permit, citing Section 603A for non-conforming 
structures. Mrs. Kelly advised Mr. Applegate had not yet gone 
to inspect the propert,Y when that letter was sent. Mrs. Kelly 
felt Mr. Fulginiti should be allowed to reconstruct his side 
pQrch. Mr. Fulginiti has been a resident of Hilltown Township 
for over 40 years, and has paid taxes in this community all that 
time . 
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Chairman Bennett noted cne item t hat was incvrrect wi th the drawing 
su bmit ted wi th the building permi t was that the roadways were 
reversed Keystone Drive was shown where Fairhill s h(.mld have 
bee n and vice- versa . Chairman Bennett wondered if that had a ny 
i nfluence on Mr. Applegate ' s decis ion. Supervisor Fox commented 
Mr. Applegate was ru ling on increasing non- c onformities, which 
is cited in the Zoning Ordinance . Supervisor Bennington a sked 
i f Mr . Appl egate ' s ru ling was based on the drawing or i f h e was 
r uling based upon the fa ct that he made an inspect ion cf the 
s ite. Chairman Bennett does not understa nd why it i s a 
non-conformity . Supervisor Fox r eplied it is bec ause y ou are 
increasing the non- conformity. A non-conformity is allowed if 
i t existed before zoning, but tc increas e a non- conformi ty , an 
a pplicant must go to the Zoning Hearing Board . Th is par t icular 
i ssue does no t fit the setback requirements in t he law. 

Mr . Horr ocks suggested that he and Mr . Applegate 
Fulginit i's s ite as soon a s po ssible, and allow Mr. 
as the Zoning Officer, t o reconsider a ll aspects. 
was in agreement with Mr. Horrocks ' suggest io n . 

visit Mr . 
Applegate, 
The Board 

4. Mr. Tom Slot ter asked if taxes ar e c ollected for home 
occupat ions. Solic itor Gra bowski suggested that question be 
directed to the Townsh ip Manager , since h e is involved with the 
financ es of the Townsh ip. Mr . Horrocks stated Hilltown Township 
do es not levy a mer c hantile or bus iness tax. As far a s compar ing 
a home o ccupation t v another bus iness, such as a garage business, 
etc ., Mr . Slotter aske d what types of revenues are collected 
fro m a home occupa tion . Chief Egly stated the Board of Assessments 
in the Bucks County Courthouse wou ld h a ndle that . Mr . Horrocks 
noted t he millage wou ld remain the s a me as the owner of the 
property . Solicitor Grabowski explained there is a real estate 
tax asses sed upo n the value of the rea l property itself . Mr . 
S lotter nc ted reside nts who operate home occupations ar e on ly 
paying t heir normal real e state taxe s on a private home , not 
as a business . Mr. Slo tter fe l t the Township s hou ld collect 
some sort of tax for a home occupation becau se they a re bring ing 
in excess traf fic and ma king u se of Townsh ip reads , and fe els 
Hi lltown should get something bac k f rom them. 

Supervisor Fox advised under the Code , the Townshi p cannot assess 
more tax than we are allowed. The Township is on ly allowed a 
portion of the taxes that are available such as transfer tax, 
wage tax, etc . As a Second Class Township, Hilltown Towns hip 
cannot levy a meichant ile tax . Chairman Bennett noted a metchanti l e 
ta x has not been permitted for at leas t three years , since it 
was aoolished by the S tate Legisla t ure. 
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To: The Hilltown Township Supervisors 

From: The Hilltown Township Park & Recreation Board 

Re: Recommendations 92-5 and 92-6. 

At it's regularly scheduled meeting on Hay 19, 1992 the Park and 
Recreation Board voted unanimously to make the following recommendations: 

Rec ornrne nd at i c> n 9 2··- 5 The !?ark & Recreation Board 
recommends that The Proposed Construction sequence provided by c. Rober.t 
Wyn Associates, Inc., dated May 18, 1991 - File No. 03-012, be 
implemented as presented with one change .•. that the tot lot in item 3 
be moved down in priorty to a place between the play field construction 
of item 6 and the bike path in item 7. 

Rec ornrne nd at ion 9 2 - 6 The Park & Recreation Board 
~ecommends that the Supervisors delay any action regarding the sale of 
~ ; parcels of land the Township owns so that the Park & Recreation Board can 
' g ·~ the matter further consideration. 

MAY 2 2 \992 



C. ROBERT WYNN ASSOCTA TES, INC. 
Consulting En!!ineenng 
211 Wnc Brnacl S1ret1 
•uakenown. PA 18951 

Memo To: 
From: 
S'l.lbject: 
Date: 

Hilltown Township 
C. Robert Wynn 
Escrow Release Sununa ry 
May 19, 1992 

• • ,:J .:!, 

(21 !i) 536-7$.47 
(215) 536·73)6 

l. Browning-Ferris lndustrie s Authorization Voucher No. 9 dated 
May· 18, 1992, in the amount of $243,698.09 for completion ·of 
miscellaneous site work. 

i. Carney Land Developmen t - Authorization Voucher No . 7 dated May 
18, 1992, in the amount of $7 ,695~~0 for topsoil, temporary 
seeding, traffic protection, and landscaping. 

3. Carney Land Development - Authorization Voucher No. 8 dated May 
18, 1992, in the amount of $551.40 for const. obs./esc. admin. 
for period from 4/1/92 thr~ 4/30/92. 

4 . beerfield - Authorization Voucher No. 28 dated May 15, 1992, in 
the amount of $205.25 for canst . obs./esc. admi n. for period from 
4/1/92 thru 4/30/92. 

5. H & L Development - Authorization Voucher No. 11 dated May 18 r 
1992, in the amount of $288.03 for const. obs./esc. admin. for 
period from 2/1/92 thru 5/18/92. 

6 . H & L Development - Authorizati on voucher No. 12 dated May 18, 
1992, in the amount of $7,126.77 releasing the balance of escrow 
funds. 

7. Sterling Knoll Phase II - Author ization Voucher No. 46 dated May 
15, 1992, in thea arnount of $1 65 .5 5 for const. obs./esc. ad.min. 
for period from 4/1/92 t h r u 4/ 30/92 . 

Note: All releases are from bank held a ccounts. 
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5. Mrs. Jean Bolger reiterated what Mr. Theis said earlier 
about the $100.00 donation to the Pennridge Aquatic Club. At 
h ome , Mrs. Bolger stated, when she gets the paycheck, after all 
bills are deducted , and the fina 1 tally comes to zero, she must 
accept that. Mrs. Bolger wishes the Board of Supervisors would 
do the same thing. Mrs. Bolger ie lt we are experiencing a 
depression, not a recession , and it is a very difficult time, 
economically, for many peC1ple. Mrs. Bolger I s final comment was 
11
If it ain't there, don't give it away, please." 

Chairman Bennett commented there are other areas that the Board 
of Supervisors are very frugal about. For example, there was 
an i tern in the budget in the amount Cl f $2,500.00 for a traffic 
light on County Line Road that Franconia Township requested our 
participation in, however Hilltown Township just could not afford 
it . As a whole, Chairman Bennett feels that the Township Manager, 
the Chief of Police, the Director of Public Works, and the Board 
of Supervisors, are all very frugal. Mrs. Bolger agreed and 
stated she is not criticizing anyone, but she felt if the money 
is not available in the budget, than it should not be given away. 

N. SUPERVISOR'S COMMENTS: 

1. SupervisC1r Bennington has thought about what Mr. 
and Mrs. Bolger have said , and he agreed that it was a 
decision to donate money to various organizations. Even 
the $100.00 is a miniscule amount, it still was not in the 
fur this year. 

Theis 
policy 
though 
budget 

Supervisor Bennington made a motion to rescind the $100.00 
contribution tu the Pennridge Aquatic Club, however he made it 
clear that he will ensure there is a line item in the budget 
next year for contributions. f'fotion was seconded by Supervisor 
Fox, who commented he is in agreement with what Mr. Theis had 
previously stated and has been for many years. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

0. PRESS CONFERENCE: A press conference was held tc answer 
questions of those reporters present. 

P. ADJOURNMENT: Upon motic.m by Superviscr Fox, 
Supervisor Bennington, and carried unanimously, 
Township Beard of Supervisor's meeting of April 

seconded by 
the Hilltown 

27, 1992, was 
adjourned at 10:40PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

<fign®-~~ 
Lynda Se imes 
Township Secretary 




