
HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING 

Monday, October 28, 1991 
7:30PM 

The meeting of the Hi lltown Township Board o.f Supervisors was 
calle d to order by Chairman Wil liam H. Bennet t , Jr. at 7 :38PM 
and opened with t he Pledge of Allegiance . 

Also pres ent were : Bet ty J. Kelly , Vice-Chairperson 
Kenneth B. Bennington , Supervisor 
Bruce Horrocks , Township Manager 
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Soli citor 
C. Rober t Wynn , Township Engin e er 
George Eg l y, Chie f o f Police 
Lynda Se imes, Assistant Township Secretary 

Due t o the lar ge crowd th is eveni ng , Chair man Bennet t int roduced 
t hos e seated at the dias . 

Chair man Bennett announc ed th is r egularly scheduled Board of 
Supervisor 's meet ing will adjourn at 8 :15PM f or the advertised 
hearing of the proposed Comprehensive Plan. The Board o f 
Supervisor s will no t vote th is e veni ng on the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan, pr i mari ly because re commendations have not 
yet been received f rom t he Bucks County Plann ing Commiss ion, 
or t he Hilltown Township Planning Commis sion. Those who wis h 
to c omme nt on the propos ed Comprehens ive Plan wil l be limited 
to 3 minutes each . 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Ac tion on the minutes of September 23 , 1991 Board of Supervis or s 
meeting: 

Motion was made by Supervi sor Kelly , seconded by Supervis or 
Benn ington and carr ied unanimously t o approve the minutes of 
the September 23 , 1991 Board of Supervisors meet ing as writ t en . 

B. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BI LLING : 

Chair man Be nne tt ment i one d t here are two bills l i st f or approva l 
this evening . The first bills lis t is dated October 2, 1991 , 
and to tals $27,158 .22 . 

Supervisor Bennington 
$2, 743 . 46 , from Car ter 
Horrocks be lieve s th i s 
for the fo rmer Civic 

quest i oned the bi l l in the amount of 
Van Dyke for a Feas i bility St udy . Mr . 
bill i s for the constr uction do cumen t s 

Fie ld, however he wou l d check on this . 
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Chair man Bennett commented the Townsh i p was payi ng approximatel y 
$8,500.00 f or Independence Blue Cross , however he noted a pa yment 
of $9 , 332 . 26 and asked i f this had become the new month ly payment 
for i nsurance cove rage . Mr. Horrocks was aware that Blue Shield 
in creased t he i r rat es this month, a nd a ls o, one employee 's r at e 
inc reas ed due to a change in marital stat us . Mr. Horrocks wi ll 
l ook into this matter. 

Mot ion was made by Supervi sor Kelly, s econded by Super visor 
Bennington and carried unanimously to pay all bills when due. 

The second bills l i st i s due October 16, 1991 a nd t otals 
$16.,627 .3 4 . 

Regarding the Workman's Compensation a nd Insurance Property bi lls 
liste d on the fi rs t page , Chair man Bennet t asked if ther €· were 
any increases in these fees from previous payments. Mr. Horrocks 
was no t sur e, but would r esearch this is sue f ur ther. 

Mo t ion was made by Supervi sor Ke lly, seconded by Supervisor 
Benn i ngton and carried unanimously t o pay all bills when due . 

Supervisor Bennington mentioned that s everal meet ings ago, the 
Board of Supervisors had i ncreased the Auditor ' s payment rate 
to $1, 2 00.00 per year a nd re ques ted a n i temized bi lling f rom 
the Board of Auditors . The itemized bill has been received , 
and Super visor Benning ton wondered whether the Board shou ld proces s 
the check payment approval at this time. 

Based upon rece i pt of an itemized bi l l fr om the Board of Auditors, 
mo t ion was made by Supervisor Bennington , seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried una nimously to pay t hat bi 11, whic h had been 
held for two months . 

C. TREASURER 'S REPORT : 

Chairman Bennett presented the Treasurer's Report as of October 
24, 1991: 

General Fund Checking Account 
End of Month Ba lanc e - $298 ,953. 25 

Payroll Che cking Ac count 
End of Month Balance - $38.78 

F i re Fund Checking Account 
End o f Month Ba la nc e - $74 ,5 62 . 53 

Debt Service Investment /Checking Account 
End of Month Balance - $111,4 38. 25 

Sta te Highway Aid Checking Ac count 
End of Month Balance - $69,068.87 

Escrow Fund Checking Account 
End of Month Balance - $93 , 929 .14 
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Motion was made by Supervisor Kelly, 
Bennington and carried unanimously to 
Report as read , subject to audit . 

seconded by 
accept the 

D. RESIDENT'S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: None . 

E . CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS: 

Supervisor 
Treasurer's 

1 . Mr . Samuel Pierce - Mr . Pierce was not present at this 
time . 

2 . Mrs . Anna Almodovar Regarding Building Inspector 
rejecting windows on property - Ms . Adele Stevens, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs . Almodovar , was in attendance to speak for her parents 
this evening . Ms . Stevens explained that her parents own a 
property on Callowhill Road, which was inspected by Mr . Applegate , 
Building Inspector/Zoning Officer , on October 9 , 1991 , in hopes 
of securing an Occupancy permit . Mr . Applegate had made a list 
of seventeen problem items which must be corrected before an 
Occupancy Permit could be issued . Mr . Applegate had advised 
the applicant that the bedroom windows do not meet the egress 
requirement, which is 20 inches . The current windows are 18 
inches. 

Ms. Stevens advised the house was previously inspected by the 
Township's former Building Inspection firm and had been approved . 
Mr . App l egate felt there was a safety hazard involved since t he 
windows are two inches shorter than the BOCA Code indicates . 
According to Ms . Stevens , tile has been installed in front of 
all the bedroom doors , and there is a smoke alarm system connected 
to the security s ystem, with a battery back- up . The lower window 
sills are only 16 inches from the floor of the bedroom, therefore 
it would not be difficult to exit the home through the windows 
in an emergency situation. 

Ms . Stevens felt there was a great hardship involved for her 
father , who has been building this home over a long period of 
time. The home has been fully completed, with s tonework installed 
around the outside of the windows , and drywall i nstal l ed around 
the windows , inside the home. To remove windows , chip away stone 
work , and attempt to reconstruct the entire window base would 
be very costl y and time consuming for the applicant. 

Ms . Stevens stated the windows are 20 inches wide, except when 
they are open, which is where the problem lies according to Mr . 
Applegate . 

Ms . Stevens presented photos of the windows and the area 
surrounding the windows . The home is a single story contemporary 
ranch house and Ms . Stevens did not feel the window di mens ions 
would af feet the safety of exiting the home in the event of an 
emergency, since there are plenty of windows and doors for access 
in the home. Ms . Stevens is asking the Board to waive the window 
egress requirements. 
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Chairman Bennett asked how many windows were in violation. Ms. 
Stevens replied there are three windows involved . Chairman Bennett 
felt there would be problems involved with making an exception 
in this instance, as it would create problems with future home 
owners requesting except ions. Ms . Stevens understood this , 
however , the home had previously been inspected and passed by 
the former Township Building Inspector. Chairman Bennett asked 
how long ago the home had been inspected and passed by the previous 
building in spec tor . Ms. Stevens believed it to be approximately 
three years ago, when the construction was going into rough framing 
and the windows had been installed. Chairman Bennett commented 
the Township must worry about liability in a case like this , 
yet he did not feel the issue was quite so serious since the 
home is a one story dwelling . 

Supervisor Bennington discussed the issue with the Township 
Solicitor . Solicitor Grabowski suggested to Supervisor Bennington 
that since these are f irst floor windows which were previously 
approved by a Township Building Inspector at that time , and in 
effect, the Township had approved those windows , Solicitor 
Grabowski felt the Board should waive the improper egress , on 
a no precedent basis, and also asked the Almodovar's to present 
a waiver relieving the Township of all liability in the event 
of an emergency or injury due to the improper windows . Ms. Stevens 
was agreeable to this suggestion . 

Mot ion was made by Supervisor Benning ton , seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimous ly to waive the window egress 
requirements for the Almodovar home, in a non-precedent setting 
situation, and also requested the Almodovars present a waiver 
relieving the Township of all liability involved in the event 
of emergency and/or injury due to the improper windows . 

3. Ms . Diane Whitney - Sewer Line Extension - Ms . Whitney 
is requesting the Board extend the sewer lines down Clearview 
Road to encompass her property . Ms . Whitney moved into her home 
on August 9, 1991 , and on August 21, 1991, her septic system 
failed. Ms . Whitney must have her septic tank pumped every two 
weeks and was told by the Board of Health that her two acre 
property is "ponded" . The only site to place a gravel pit would 
be in the front yard , near the street. No section of the two 
acre property tested or perked. The water table is too high 
on the site. 

Ms . Whitney presented a letter she received from Ms. Cathy Sorace 
of the Bucks County Department of Health advising the sewer line 
is being extended down Clearview Road to St . Philip's Church, 
and since Ms. Whitney ' s property is one lot away from where the 
sewer line ends, Ms . Sorace suggested Ms . Whitney request a sewer 
line extension. Ms . Whitney advised her septic tank is too small , 
and the entire sys tern is very ol d . The drain fields on the 
property are full . 
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Ms. Whitney appeared before the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer 
Authority, who directed her to appeal to the Board of Supervisors. 
Ms. Whitney has contacted Strothers Associates, an engineering 
firm., who are awaiting the Boarct•s decision to either construct 
a gravel pit in the front yard or to coordinate with the sewer 
line extension. Strothers Associates advised Ms. Whitney that 
the gravel pit solution may be only temporary, at best. 

Mr. C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer, stated an Act 537 revision 
is required for extension of a public sewer line. Mr. Wynn 
commented the Bucks County Board of Health can approve the 
connection of a single family home to an existing public sewer 
without an Act 537 , as a repair to a failed system, though this 
is not the circumstance with Ms. Whitney. Ms. Whitney advised 
Ms. Sorace has listed her septic system as "malfunctioning, ponded, 
and failed." 

Solicitor Grabowski had attended the same Water and Sewer Authority 
meeting that Ms. Whitney had attended. The Authority had suggested 
Ms. Whitney contact a private engineer to discuss this matter 
with the Township. f'fa. Whitney's property is located approximately 
200 to 300 feet east of the current sewer line extension. Ms. 
Whitney's property is located one lot away from the two lots 
being developed by St. Philip's Church, where the sewer line 
e·.xtends to. Ms. Whitney explained the previous homeowner had 
separ~~~~ thA water. The sump pump, the shower and the dishwasher 
wa·cer runs out the front of the house through a pipe, onto the 
street. This situation must also be rectified. 

Typically, Mr. Wynn advised, an Act 537 revision is reviewed 
by the Planning Commission and their recommendations are then 
presented to the Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Bennington 
suggested Ms. Whitney present an Act 537 Revision Planning Module 
request to the Planning Commission at their November 18, 1991 
meeting for their review and recommendations. The Board of 
Supervisors would not vote on this issue until their November 
25, 1991 meeting. Ms. Whitney was concerned about the time period 
involved and the winter months approaching. Mr. Wynn commented 
the DER approval process would most likely go into the winter 
months. There are several other outside agency approvals which 
are also required, and this could take quite some time. 

Solicitor Grabowski recommended Ms. Whitney's engineer also attend 
the Planning Commission meeting in order to answer any questions 
of a technical nature, as well as a sketch showing details and 
possible impact of her request. 

F. MANAGER'S REPORT: 

1. In a re-structuring of the Administrative personnel, 
Mr. Horrocks was pleased to offer the position of Township 
Secretary to Lynda Seimes. Lynda has been Assistant Township 
Secretary since July of 1990. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to appoint Lynda Seimes as Township 
Secretary of Hilltown Township, effective immediately. 
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2 . Mr. Horrocks presented a press r elease rega rding the 
chang e of polling place t o tho se me mbers of the pres s who were 
i n attendance. The polling pla ce for the Blooming Glen Voting 
District h as been c hanged from the former Mun i cipa l building , 
to t he pre sent Municipa l bui ld ing . 

3. Regarding t he Agricu l tural Secur j_ ty District , a n 
addi tiona l appli cant , Mr. Ma r k Dornsteich o f 1501 Branch Road 
in Perkas ie, had a pplied during the 15 day time per i o d f or 
adver tising of th e first a pp licant , Mr . Richard Moyer . Mr. 
Dornsteich's addit i on of 21 . 288 a cres will be added to the process , 
wh i ch wil l go be for e an ad visory commi ttee and the Planning 
Conuni ss i o n for the ir r eview. Mr. Horrocks wil 1 .f'orward both 
app l ica t i ons to the Planning Commi s sion . The Board of Supervisors 
must appoint an advisory commi ttee f or r eview o f Agricultura l 
Secur ity Distr i s t app licants. 

4 . Mr . Horrocks presented eighteen Escrow Re leases for 
appr oval this e vening , six o f which cons ist of f unds he ld by 
the Township. Chairman Bennett advised t he cash es crows total 
$3 , 290 . 69 , to be paid f rom the Township Esc row F und . Mr . Horrocks 
comme nted two of those ac count s will zero ou t wi th th is cash 
withdrawal. 

Grass ( Cash) 
Gra s s ( Cas h) 
Stoneycrest 
Spring Hil l Rea l ty 
Brown ing- F erris Ind. 
Freed ( Cas h) 
Freed (Cash) 
Newman ( Cash) 
Newman ( Cash) 
Hilltown Ind . Park 
Hilltown Ind. Park 
Lo tier Land Deve l. 
Lotier Land Devel. 
Richter Drafting 
Bridle Run 
St. Philip 's Church 
St. Philip's Church 
Orc hard Stat i on 

Motion was made by 
Kelly and carried 
listed a bove. 

Voucher #7 
Voucher #8 
Voucher #1 
Voucher #1 
Vouc her # 4 
Voucher #1 
Voucher #2 
Voucher #3 
Voucher #4 
Voucher #12 
Voucher #13 
Voucher #8 
Voucher # 9 
Voucher #1 
Voucher #13 
Voucher #4 
Vou cher #5 
Voucher #17 

Supervisor Benning ton, 
unanimousl y to re lease 

$ 54 . 45 
$ 401 ~~ 
$ 5 00 ."l:tt· 
$ 1,182 . 93 
$ 381. 58 
$ 91. 32 
$ 2, 158 . 68 
$ 117 . 00 
$ ).j 67. 78 
$ 121.41 
$ 3, 848 .59 
$ 192. 21 
$ 4 , 5 89 . 94 
$43, 583 . 20 
$ 1 , 461. 31 
$16, 219.12 
$ 174 .18 
$ 249 .96 

seconded by Supe rvisor 
the e i ghteen Escrows 

5 . Mr . Horrocks announced the Park a nd Recreat i on Board 
wil l be making an inspe c tion of al l o pe n spac e areas within 
Hil ltown Township on Saturday, No vember 16, 1991 a t 8:15AM. 

6 . Mr . Horrocks present ed a reques t from Nevin and Louise 
Moyer to allow burn ing of a p ile o f wood debr is, whic h would 
allow t hem t o come into compli anc e with viola tions previously 
cited by Mr . App l egate, Bui l ding In spec tor/Zoning Officer . If 
th is is permi ssable, Mr. and Mrs. Moyer have ag reed to notify 
Dubli n F ire Company of their i ntention. Supervisor Bennington 
asked what type of vio l atio n had been served upon Mr . and Mrs . 
Moyer . Mr . Horr oc ks replied Mr . and Mrs. Moyer had been cited 
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fo r a " j unky ar d" violat ion . Super visor Benn i ngton adv i sed 
Bob Grunmei er , I I cor r espond ence h as been r ecei ved from Mr . 

concerning 11 open burning 11
• 

Supervi sor Benn i ngt on made a mot i on t o a llow burning a t the Moyer 
property in an attempt to come i n to c ompliance with the violation , 
cond i t ional upon the f ollowi ng i terns: t h e burning be l i mi ted 
to betwe en t h e hours of s unr ise and sunset, t h a t th e burn i t self 
be contr olled a nd supervised by s omeone fr om t he Dublin Fi re 
Company , the a ppl i cant insure t hat onl y non-haz ardous , 
non- combustible ma t eria ls are burne d , and to s che dule the bu r n 
wh en we a ther condj_ t i ons a r e a cceptable for burning wi th out 
ex cess ive win ds . SuP ervi s or Kelly s econded the mot i o n and i t 
passed unanimousl y . 

7. The propo s e d Zon i ng Or d i nanc e has been sent t o the 
Bucks County Pl a nning Commi ss i on f or thei r r evi ew . 

G. CORRESPONDENCE : 

1. Appr ox ima t ely 200 
Waste Management of Ind ian 
Was te . These pamphlets are 
count er. 

pamphlets have been r ece ived f rom 
Vall ey r ega r d i ng Househol d Hazardous 

availabl e a t th e Admin istrative office 

2 . A r e quest has been r eceived fr om Plumstead Townshi p 
for copie s of the 1991 e xpendi t ures , r e ce i p ts and bud g et, for 
t heir r efe rence i n r egards to their 1992 budget pre para t i on. 

3 . On October 23, 1991 , the Bucks County Commi s sioners 
revised t hei r Sol i d Was te Ordina n c e , and t h erefore , a revis ion 
or ame ndment to Hill town Townsh ip's Or dinanc e may l:e r equi red 
t o comply. Mr . Horrocks be lie ves th e chang e will be noth ing 
more than r emo vi ng t he l i st o f spec i f ie dr op of f s ites for recyc led 
wast e . 

Solici t o r Grabowski comm:: nt ed there h ad been s ome ques t ion 
conc ern i ng t h e Count y ' s e xi s t i ng Ordina nce , i n terms o f r estrict ing 
the drop off of recycla ble ma t er ials to certa i n l o cat io ns . 
Sol ic itor Grabowski sugg es ted the Board r evi ew the "mo de l" 
Ordinance being distr i buted by th e Count y a t the next Work Sess i on, 
fo r c ons iderat io n of a publi c hear ing a t a f uture meeting . 

4. Cor res pondence was rece ive d f r om the Towns hip of 
Fr anconia who has sent Hil ltown Towns hi p th ej_ r Rec r eation and 
Ope n Spac e Pl an for rev iew and comme nt. Mr . Horrocks wil l f orward 
copie s to the Hilltown Township Park and Recreation Board . 

5. Chai rman Bennett announc ed con f i r mation has been r e ce ived 
to day advis ing th a t Mrs . F l orenc e Simo ns, Hi llt own Townshi p 
Tax Collec t o r for the past s i x years , will be res i g n ing e ffect i ve 
December 31, 199 1. No ac t io n will be taken t h is evening , however 
at the November 25, 1991 Boar d o f Super vi s or' s meeting , the Board 
wi l l be a ppoint ing a new Tax Collector t o t he unexpi r e d t erm 
of two years. · Anyone i nteres t ed i n apply ing for thi s po sition, 
shou l d d irect th ei r resume' t o t he a t tentio n o f Mr . Bruce Horrocks, 
Township Manager , at t he Towns hip addres s . 
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*8 :20PM - Chairman Bennett called for a five minute recess before 
beginning the advertised hearing for the proposed Comprehensive 
Plan. 

H. 8: 25PM - ADVERTISED HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN: 

Supervisor Bennington asked Mr. Jack Fox, Planning Commission 
Chairman, for the Planning Commission's comments on the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan. 

1. Mr. Fox stated the Planning Commission is waiting for 
reviews from the Bucks County Planning Commission, the school 
district , and neigh boring munic ipali ti es, before giving their 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors. Mr. Fox int reduced 
Mr. Dave Johnson, head of the Department of Transportation at 
the Bucks County Planning Commission, to answer any questions. 

Chairman Bennett commented the major issues in the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan includes a change in zoning in the Rural 
Resident ia 1 area to three acres, though he believes most of the 
residents in attendance this evening are here to discuss the 
proposed Rt. 113 bypass around Silverdale and Blooming Glen, 
and also the proposed Rt. 313 bypass around Dublin Borough. 

Mr. Fox thought he made it perfectly clear at last week's Planning 
Commission meeting that the proposed Rt. 113 bypass would be 
discarded and removed from the map. 

Chairman Bennett clarified that the Planning Commission will 
not propose the Rt. 113 bypass to the Supervisors in their 
recommendation of the proposed Comprehensive Plan. Supervisor 
Bennington would like both of the proposed bypass lines removed 
from the maps. 

2. Mr. David G. Tauras, 913 Quarry Road - Mr. Tauras read 
sections of a prepared statement regarding the proposed Rt. 113 
and Rt. 313 bypasses, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

Mr. Tauras felt the plan for the bypasses has no basis, is in 
conflict with other parts of the Comprehensive Plan, violates 
some security zones and conservation easements, and if approved 
without any detail supporting studies, will subject the Township 
to significant litigation. Based on these points, Mr. Tauras 
recommends very strongly th at all maps be deleted and removed 
from the proposed Comprehensive Plan relating to the Rt. 113 
and Rt. 313 bypasses, and the three text paragraphs on page 55 
of the plan, which describes the proposed bypasses, also be removed 
from the Plan. 

3. Mr. John Bender 914 Quarry Road - Mr. Bender had 
attended the Planning Commission's advertised hearing for the 
proposed Comprehensive Plan last week, specifically addressing 
the transportation matter and the regard which was shown to the 
trees in the "quaint community of Dublin". 



Page 9 
Board of Supervisors 
October 28, 1991 

At that time, Mr. Bender had outlined the impact on the residences 
and the farms, some of which are protected under the Agricultural 
Security District, and the impact on the environment. Mr. Bender 
conducted further research since last Monday and has gotten more 
specific regarding Hilltown residents who have been upset and 
who have lost peace of mind. Mr. Bender obtained a tax parcel 
map, and followed the path of the dotted line of the proposed 
Rt . 313 bypass on the parcel map. After researching the issue 
further, Mr. Bender found thirty Hilltown Township properties, 
consisting of approximately 300 acres, would be destroyed and 
condemned for the purpose of the proposed bypass. There are 
many more properties along the route the bypass would not 
necessarily go through, however it would cause those property 
owners to suffer economically. Mr. Bender presented a list of 
those property owners, as well. The proposed Rt. 313 bypass 
would cause the destruction of six to ten Hill town Township homes 
between Quarry Road., Rickert Road, Frontier Road and Shelfied 
Road. Mr. Bender stated as a Hilltown Township resident, and 
speaking for many others., he would like the Rt. 313 bypass removed 
from the map. 

2. Mr. Jim Neil - Mr. Neil, an attorney, was in attendance 
representing Mr. Bender and other property owners in the area. 
Mr. Neil spoke about the framework of the Municipality Planning 
Code, as it relates to completing work on the Comprehensive Plan. 

One of the fundamental factors is that the Municipality Planning 
Code requires the Planning Commission complete detailed studies 
and analysis as part of it's work. The reaction Mr. Neil has 
received concerning the proposal at this point is that 11 the cart 
h as come before the horse", as there is already a commi ttment 
to a particular route around Dublin as a way to handle the 
perceived congestion problems in the draft Comprehensive Plan. 
Mr. Neil felt it was too early to be adding a proposed bypass 
to a map when there has not been a sufficient study done on the 
congestion problem or to seek other avenues to solve this very 
real problem. 

From a legal standpoint, Mr. Neil stated the way the Municipality 
Planning Code is written now, once the Township delineates a 
specific bypass route on an official map, anyone who owns land 
within that designated strip is prohibited from building, using 
their land for subdivision, etc., just by virtue of the placement 
of that bypass route line. A Special Encroachment permit from 
the Township would be required to do any kind of work in that 
area. If the Township were to adopt this plan without completing 
the required studies, Mr. Neil stated it would be imposing the 
burden on the residents. 

From a regional planning standpoint, Mr. Neil advised the Township 
is currently on the edge of a major development quarter which 
links Philadelphia with the Lehigh Valley along Rt. 309 and the 
Northeast Extension. The Hatfield/Lansdale area, as well as 
Hilltown Township, has seen tremendous growth within the las t 
ten years, because of it I s connect ion with the roadway sys tern 
and highways. The Dublin end of the Township is designated more 
rural. The same Comprehensive Plan that would include the Rt. 
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313 bypas s around Dublin, a lso tries to make zoning les s int ense 
i n that area. Mr . Neil felt it was cont radic tary to drive a 
highway throug h that same district since i t is almost inevitable 
that more in t ense developme nt comes wi th highways. As Mr. Tauras 
and Mr . Bender have previously descri bed., th e Township, in it' s 
zoning and planning , is committed to keeping t his area around 
Dublin as a low density development a r ea . 

Mr . Neil f elt much o f the bypass pla nning is a r esult of the 
Quakertown generated Rt. 663/Rt . 313 study, which envisions a 
more int ens ive l ink up between Doy l estown and the Northeast 
Ext ens io n along Rt. 313. Mr . Ne il fe lt i t was i mportant for 
Hill town Town ship to remain invo lved in that plann i ng process, 
but would be appropriate for t he Township to back away from 
committing themselves to a highway b,ypass through our Township . 

As far a s Bucks County is concerned, Chairman Bennett commented 
th ey have been talking about a through corridor from the Quakertown 
area, throug h Doyles town to lower Bucks Count y , for many years. 
Si nce Hilltown Town s hip has not seen t he Buc ks Count y Planning 
Commi ssion's reviews or recomme ndat ions , the Board does not yet 
know their fee lings on the matter . If , ~n fact , Bucks County 
a nd PennDot would de cide to cons truc t a bypas s around Dublin, 
e ither throug h Hillto wn or Bedmin is t er , Chairman Bennett asked 
what course of act ion the municipality would have to figh t t hat 
proposal. Mr . Ne i l suggested the Townsh ip Solicitor could offer 
g uidance on that , however , his read ing of the Municipal Planning 
Code i n rela t ion t o the Comprehensive Plan is that it does not 
es tablis h that the Count y or the St ate' s wishes would come fi rst. 
Mr. Neil fel t the Township would be in a good position by staying 
involved in t he plann ing proces s to tell PennDo t and the County 
what it would like to s e e happe n . Mr. Neil c ited in stances in 
t he Quakertown area where res ident' s negative r eac tion t o a 
proposed bypass i n t hat area brought about quick and fa vorabl e 
result s . 

Mr . Johnson of th e Bucks County Planning Commi ssion stated the 
County ha s been wor k ing with the Rt. 663/Rt. 313 Task Force all 
a long. Buc ks County Planning Commission is look ing at this i ssue 
during a 2 O year time fr ame , although they do feel a bypass is 
i nevitable. Discussion t ook place between Mr . Johns on and Mr. 
Neil r egarding the proposed Rt . 313 bypass . 

Mr . Nei l appea led to the S upervisors to view th e ful l range of 
options for dealing with t he t raffic problems on Rt . 313 and 
make a dec ision accord ingly . 

3 . Mr . Ron The is - 4 Florence Circle - Mr. Theis quoted 
th e Munic ipal Planning Code where it s tates " The Planning Agency 
mus t do studies 11

., and asked who is the " Plann ing Agency" the 
Code speaks of. Chai rman Bennet t felt when l ooking at our own 
Comprehensive Plan, t he Municipa l Planning Code is s peak ing of 
Hill town Town sh ip Planning Commi s sion. Solic i tor Gra bowski did 
not fee l t hat it was enti re ly comprehensive to suggest t hat the 
t he muncipal i tiy ' s Planni n g Commi s sion is the s o l e Commission 
involved in that st at ement . Solic itor Grabowski fel t t he Hilltown 
Township Pla nning Commiss ion., with th e assis tance of the Bucks 
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Count y Plann ing Commission , t he exp erts at PennDot, and t he 
Delaware Valley Planning Commission would coordinate a rev iew 
in that instance . The reason Mr . Thei s asked that question was 
because on page 15 of the propos e d Comprehens ive Plan, it states 
11 An in-depth study of the indivi dual cultural and h is tori cal 
resources of the Township has not yet been undertaken 11

• Mr. 
Theis felt this was a key poin t to bring to light, as far as 
what h as been looked at wi thin Hill town Township for planning. 
Mr . Theis asked who has completed any s tudies in Hilltown Towns hip 
and who has actually p laced the lines showing the proposed bypasses 
on Hi lltown Towns hip 's proposed Compr ehensive Plan map . Mr . 
Jack Fox replied the Hilltown Township Planning Commis sion's 
rec ommendation was for a two lane r oadway , using exis t ing streets, 
as a bypass around Dubl in Borough . The specia l consu l tant for 
Hilltown Township, Carter Van Dyk e Associates, was in agreeme nt 
wi th the Hillt own Township Plann ing Corrunission r egarding the 
proposed Rt. 313 bypass , and was the firm who designed t he proposed 
Rt . 113 bypass . Mr. Theis was not able to find any studies 
comple ted in Hilltown Township concerning easeme nt maps , research 
of historical proper ties, agricultural zoning , et c ., and did 
no t s ee h ow these proposed bypasses were fe a s ible without them. 
Supervisor Bennington reminded Mr . The i s that the Planning 
Commis sion i s a recommending a uthor ity, and that the Board of 
Supervisors has fina l au thority on t he proposed Comprehens ive 
Plan. Supe rvis or Bennington f e lt Dublin Bor ough should be 
responsi~e for their t raffic problems, wheth er it be l a ne widening 
or le ft turn lane l ights . 

Mr . Theis r ead fr om the proposed Comprehens ive Plan , page 35, 
tit l ed 11Quality of Life 11 which states 11 the object ive is to promote 
a quality environme nt by preserving and e nhancing the Township 1 s 
charm a nd appearance to protec t it's unique natural fe atures, 
it 's h i s toric and scenic value s , and it 1 s r ural s etting , by 
permitt ing developments whi ch provide quality neighborhoods. 11 

4 . Mr. Nevin Moyer - 808 Quarry Road - Mr. Moyer stated 
he is presently farming a. parcel of land that the Rt. 313 bypass 
is proposed to go through . Mr . Moyer is the e ighth g eneration 
on t he farm. Most of Mr . Moyer's neighbors are elderly people 
who would be f orced to lea ve the ir life long homes shou ld the 
bypass be approved. Mr . Moyer appealed to the Board of Supervisors 
to remove t he pr oposed Rt. 313 bypass from the Comprehens ive 
Plan map . 

5. Mrs . Lorraine Bender - 914 Quarry Road - Mrs. Bender 
commented the proposed Rt . 313 bypass directly impacts her property 
and those of her neigh bors . As she had heard at the October 
21 , 1 991 Planning Corruni ssion mee ting, the Comprehens ive Plan 
s howing the proposed Rt. 313 bypass was drafted on i nforma tion 
which was alteas t f ive years old. Thi s i nformation did not show 
curren t residences, conservancy easements , Hilltown h i storical 
si tes a nd trees , or s ecured Agr icu ltural areas , ye t a line was 
drawn through these areas des ignating t he proposed Rt. 313 bypass, 
wi t h a statement in t he plan advising t his bypass will serve 
to maintain t he h i storic character and trees within Dublin Borough, 
whi le providing an unobstructed route through t his r egional 
ar terial . Mrs . Bender a sked h ow a Comprehens ive Plan can be 
draft ed or important decisions made to destroy Hi l ltown reside nces 
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and properties with such outdated sources of information. Mrs. 
Bender wondered where it states in the Plan that other alternatives 
were researched, for instance, widening the road for a turning 
lane, timing traffic lights, closing off town access routes during 
peak traffic hours, or using existing roads for a bypass. 

Mrs. Bender drives Rt. 313 every day during rush hour and she 
did her own traffic delay study this past week through the town 
of Dublin. Mrs. Bender ts findings are as follows: Tuesday, 
October 22, 1991 - waited one minute and thirty seconds for the 
light. Wednesday, October 23, 1991 waited zero minutes for 
the light. Thursday, October 24, 1991 - waited one minute and 
five seconds at the light in the fog. Friday, October 25, 1991 

waited two minutes at the light. Monday, 0 cto ber 21, 1991 
- waited one minute and thirty seconds at the light. Mrs. Bender 
explained this is an average of one minute and twelve seconds 
to wait for a traffic light. For perspective, Mrs. Bender stated 
she recently waited nine minutes at the Rt. 202/Rt. 152 
intersection, and also, it took her sixteen minutes to go two 
miles in Maple Glen, a planned community in Montgomery County, 
during rush hour. Mrs. Bender does not feel one minute and twelve 
seconds to wait for a traffic light is excessive, certainly not 
enough to destroy Hilltown resident's homes and property. It 
would take longer than that to go around Dublin via a bypass. 

Mrs. Bender is sorry that the Planning Commission spent so many 
long hours devising the proposed Rt. 313 bypass, however the 
hours that were spent cannot equate to the destruction that the 
plan recommends. Mrs. Bender does not believe the Board of 
Supervisors want to des troy homes, farmland and conservancy areas 
in the Township in which they and their neighbors live. 

Mrs. Bender fee ls Hill town Township residents have been crushed 
by the domineering forces of Doylestown and Quakertown, by the 
callous decisions of the Planning Commission and by the 
ineffectiveness of Dublin Borough to solve their own problems. 
In this day and age of mistrusting politicians, Mrs. Bender 
commented it is not hard to understand why people feel helpless 
and feel they cannot "fight city hall". Mrs. Bender stated 
residents need only fight politicians who are unreasonable and 
do not have their own constituent's best interests in mind. 
It is Mrs. Bender's hope that those persons elected to the Board 
of Supervisors are not of that caliber. 

Mrs. Bender cited Supervisor Bennington's awareness of the 
predicament those along the bypass routes are facing. Supervisor 
Bennington seems to understand the implications a line on a map 
has on property value, and property enhancements. Supervisor 
Bennington has previously voiced the opinion of many Hilltown 
Township residents when asking for a feasability study and 
alternatives to this destruction. 

Mrs. Bender is requesting the Board of Supervisors remove the 
current bypass lines from the map., as well as the text referring 
to the bypasses. Mrs. Bender trusts the Board of Supervisors 
will do all things possible to help and protect Hilltown Tovmship 
residents first. 
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6. Mr. Dave Johnson Bucks County Planning Commission 
- Mr. Johnson submitted the Rt. 313/Rt.663 Task Force presentation 
to PennDot for highway improvements. Mr. Johnson stated the 
Task Force has taken a long range approach to the bypass 
alternatives, looking at a time horizon of 20 years. Realizing 
the growth that is occurring, what the Task Force is trying to 
achieve is to project the growth and recommend improvements. 
Mr. Johnson advised Rt. 313 through Dublin cannot be widened 
according to right-of-way maps, and other than minor turning 
lanes, etc., nothing can be done on a short term basis to allay 
the traffic Problems. It appears that it is not feasible to 
construct a bypass through Bedminister. 

Mr. Johnson commended the Hill town Township Planning Cammi ssion 
for stipulating their development districts and for laying out 
transporation improvements and a proposed bypass. These additions 
should be completed at a Municipal level, and therefore the Task 
Force feels the proposed bypass is warranted. 

7. Mr. Jack Fox In Mr. Johnson's estimation, Mr. Fox 
asked how long before the State takes this bypass matter into 
their own hands. Mr. Johnson replied within the next 20 years, 
since growth will continue. 

8. Mr. David Satelle - Mr. Satelle asked Mr. Johnson who 
he works for. Mr. Johnson replied the Bucks County Planning 
Commission. Mr. Satelle asked if every municipality in Bucks 
County submitted a proposed bypass route on their Comprehensive 
Plan. Mr. Johnson corrunented not all municipalities are undergoing 
a Comprehensive Plan update at this time. From a planning 
perspective ·and the growth projected, Mr. Johnson stated by taking 
the steps now, Hilltown Township is attempting to accomodate 
the impending growth. 

9. Mr. Ron The is - Mr. Theis commented Mr. Johnson had 
mentioned the plan for roads within the Township for developmental 
dis tr ic ts. Mr. Theis advised the development al districts of 
Hilltown Township are located mostly south of Rt. 113 near 
Perkasie, and asked how a proposed bypass around Dublin would 
help the Hilltown resident's developmental districts. Mr. Theis 
stated Mr. Johnson had said it is not possible to widen the roadway 
through Dublin Borough and also stated it is not feasible to 
construct a Rt. 313 bypass through Bedminister. Mr. Theis would 
like to see a cost benefit study or any other study used to 
determine these points. Mr. Johnson replied the Bucks County 
Planning Commission does not build roadways. Mr. Theis fe 1 t 
the Bucks County Planning Commission and the Task Force is making 
an assumption, without completing studies, th at Hilltown Township 
should have the proposed Rt. 313 bypass constructed through their 
municipality. Mr. Johnson stated PennDot must complete an 
Environmental Impact Study, which is not the job of the Bucks 
County Planning Commission. 

Mr. Johnson asked for proof that property values in Hilltown 
Township would go down due to a Rt. 313 bypass. In every study 
he has seen, Mr. Johnson stated property values will increase 
because of easier transporation accessability. 
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10 . Mr. Jim Neil - Mr . Neil noted, in most cases , bypasses 
add traffic congestion , r ather than t ake it away . Mr . Neil asked 
Mr. Johnson i f he would e xpect traffi c on nearby roads to lessen 
wi th the constr uctio n of a Rt. 313 bypass . Mr . Johnson r eplied 
if a bypas s is a feasible a lt ernati ve to going t h rough the c ent er 
of Du blin, than it would lessen t r affic on nearby roads , due 
in part to the e limina tion o f truck traffic throug h Dublin Borough. 

11. Mr. David Tauras Mr. Tauras aske d Mr. Johnson' s 
justification for t he un feasabili t y of c onstructing the proposed 
Rt. 313 by pass t hrough Bedmini s ter . Mr . Johnson replied 1 f you 
look at the number of homes to be impacted, as we ll a s the length 
you would have to go to provide a bypass to a void major 
concentratio ns of dwe lling un i ts, i t appears t h e Bedminister 
side of Rt . 313 would be t he les s viable alternat ive . 

12. Mr . Frank Grabowski , Townsh ip Soli citor Solic itor 
Grabowski e xplained sometime s a little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing . He has heard a term in pre vious mee tings t hat he has 
no t h eard in th is forum be fore , called 11 reverse front age r oad". 
The Qua kerto wn Rt . 663/Rt . 313 Task Force is advocating that 
Rt. 663 r e main a two lane highway. I n c onjunction with Milford 
Town ship, what t hey are advocating i s that in order to take some 
loca l traf fie off Rt . 663 , the Task Force is promoting a "Reve.1:·se 
Access Road 11

, wh ich is a road that is built in t he back yard 
of the exis ting proper ties wh ich fr ont upon a roadway. 

As Solic i tor Grabowski drives through Dublin Borough , much of 
the local Dublin traffi c i s a result o f bu sines ses and struc tures • 
locat ed on Rt. 313. Solicitor Grabowski a sked if any ana lysis 
or review was done concern ing constructing a reverse access roadway 
on e ither side of Rt . 313 , wi thin the boroug h of Dublin , to 
regulate t he traffic . Mr . Johnson replie d this suggesti o n i s 
one of the aspects the Task Force has and will continue to 
research. The Task Force is s e riously trying to l ook a t access 
manag ement techniques , such as limiti ng t h e number of dr iveways 
on th e pr oposed improvements , and the use of reverse frontag e 
r oadways . 

Solic itor Grabowski' s impression this even ing is that th ere i s 
a conception that i t may be more convenient and more expedient 
to so lve t his pr oblem by wa y of a proposed bypass through Hil lto wn 
Town ship, rather than looking at o ther a lterna tives . Par t o f 
the r eason being no t all of the other a lterna tives have been 
discussed or reviewed at this me et ing . 

13. Mr . Nevin Moyer - Mr. Moyer asked how the traffi c from 
Rt. 313 will be detoured next year when Du blin Boroug h will be 
closed for impr ovement s. Mr . Johnson advised that is a PennDo t 
concern and they will devise their own detour s. 

14 . Mr. Jack Fo x - Mr . Fox was s ympathet ic to those res ide nts 
wbo may lose their homes or property, and as a pla nner, this 
is Mr . Fox's bigg es t concern. Mr . Fox aske d Mr . Johnson if th e 
proposed Rt . 31 3 bypass was removed f rom th e map and l ooked at 
again in f ive or ten years , what effect would it have on th e 
roadway itself. Mr. Johnson expla ine d the inc lus i on o f a proposed 
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bypass by local municipalites, shows support and willingness 
to work with PennDot . 

Mr . Fox asked Solicitor Gra bows ki the Township 's lia bility when 
i n five or ten years, Penn Dot decide s to approve a Rt. 313 bypass 
and constructs it basically in the area the Hilltown Township 
Planning Commission had originally proposed it to be . Solicitor 
Grabowski di d not feel the Town s hip would be responsible for 
any liability at all, and cited the situation involving the "Blue 
Rout en in Delaware County . 

1 5. Chief George Egly Chief Egly dis agreed with Mr. 
Johnson's last stat ement above. Chief Egly was born and raised 
i n the lower end of Bucks County . At that time , t he local Planning 
Commission h ad proposed a bypass far from the vic in i t y of Chie f 
Egly' s farm, however one day, construction of a highway began 
through his family' s corn and soybean f ields. PennDot did not 
l i sten to that Planning Commi ss ion 1 s rec ommendation, nor does 
Chie f Egl y f ee l th ey will listen to Hilltown Township 's Planning 
Commissio n's rec ommendation i n th e futur e . 

1 6 . Mr. Ron The is Mr . Theis asked i f the Townshi p is 
potential l y adding more congestio n to the Rt. 313 corridor by 
creating a Lig ht I ndustria l Dis tric t proposed to be loca ted at 
Rt. 113 and Rt . 313. 

Mr . Fox replied the Planning Commission has attempted to obtain 
mo re I ndustrial land in the Rt. 309 corridor . Approxima tely 
half of the land the Planning Commi s sion r ecomme nded to be 
de signa ted 11 Industrial" was not accept ed for many reasons. Mr. 
Fox felt th e problem lies with th e fact that two corridors exis t 
throug h Hilltown Township, consis ting of th e Rt. 309 and Rt. 
313 corr idor. If th is proposed bypass ever g oes t hrough, th at 
is th e k ind of corr idor Hilltown Townsh ip needs t o move heavy 
traffic . A P lanned Commerc ial II area current l y exists along 
t he Rt. 313 corridor , therefore i t was a n ide a l area to propose 
for a Light Industria l District. 

17 . Mr . Bob Bender - Mr. Bender asked the date of the hearing 
for a doption of the proposed Comprehensive Plan. Solc i tior 
Grabowski replied Mr . Horroc ks mailed the propo sed Comprehensive 
Plan to neighbor ing munic ipali ties, Bucks Count y Planning 
Commission , the Hilltown Township Planning Commi ssion, and the 
Pennr i dge School Dis tr ic t on Se ptem ber 23 , 1991, with responses 
due back by November 7, 1 991. Solicitor Grabowski suspects the 
Board of Supervisor s will adver tise for a dec ision to be made 
on t he ma tter at t he November 25 , 1991 Board of Supervisors 
meet ing . 

Mr. Theis asked i f the Hilltown Town ship Planning Commission 
must ho l d another hearing for the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
since there a re some s ubs tant ia 1 c hanges invo lve d . Chairman 
Bennett replied th at is a decisio n whic h mus t be made by the 
Planning Commiss ion, however he did no t feel it was th e Pla nning 
Commission 's intent to have another hear ing. Mr . Fox expla ined 
ano ther hear ing is not neede d as the P lanning Commiss io n f ully 
underst ands th e resident's fee lings on th e issue . 

Solicitor Grabowski advised that Perkasie Borough has schedu led 
a spec ia l meeting on Nove mber 4 , 1 991 to rev iew Hilltown Townsh ip's 
proposed compreher1sive Plan and it' s e ffect o n Perkasie Borough. 
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18. Mr. Taurus - Mr. Tauras finished reading his statement 
of earlier this evening, which follows: The high density 
development associated with Dublin Borough is concentrated more 
on the Bedminist er side of Dublin, rather than on the Hilltown 
side. The Bedminis ter Township Comprehensive Plan identifies 
the area of Bedminister Township, immediately adjacent to Dublin, 
as a High Density Development area. This area is more likely 
to grow, since the area of Hilltown Township immediately adjacent 
to Dublin Borough, is designated as a Conservation Area and is 
zoned for low density housing. If studies indicated that a Dublin 
bypass was needed, logic would place the bypass on the Bedminister 
side, since it would serve more people in a more rapidly growing 
area. A bypass on the Hilltown side would not be accessible 
to the people on the Bedminister side and to the future growth 
population in that high density region. It would force these 
people to drive through Dublin and again cause traffic congestion. 
It therefore seems inevitable that a bypass through Bedminister 
Township will eventually be required, thus eliminating the need 
f'or and the utility of a Hill town Township bypass. Therefore, 
proposing the Hilltown side bypass at this time is not supportable 
from a population center point of view and will result in a waste 
of money. 

19. Mr. Nevin Moyer Mr. Moyer asked if a property is 
condemned to construct a bypass, would the fair market property 
value be given f'rom the State. Chairman Bennett did not feel 
Mr. Moyer needed to be concerned., however fair market value is 
normally given. 

I . ADJOURNMENT OF THE PROPOSED COMPREHENSINVE PLAN HEARING 
The advertised hearing for the proposed Comprehensive Plan 

was adjourned at 9:45PM. A 10 minute recess was called by Chairman 
William H. Bennett, Jr. before returning to the Regularly Scheduled 
Board of Supervisors meeting at 9: 55PM. 

J. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS - Continued 

4. Mrs. Vi Seigfried - Lease for Friends of the Library 
- Mrs. Seigfried advised the Friends of the Library's lease runs 
on a one year basis, from November to November. Mrs. Seigfried 
inquired as to whether the Park and Recreation Board has any 
use for the library's section of the former Municipal Building 
for the next several years. As of this moment, Chairman Bennett 
replied they do not, however, he feels they would only be willing 
to agree to a one year lease extension at this point. 

Mrs. Seigfried explained the Friends of the Library have raised 
approximately $7,000 .oo so far this year, all of which goes to 
the Library. There are 29 volunteers in the Friends of the Library 
who help with the Thrift Shop and with recycling. Because of 
the economic situation, Mrs. Seigfried would like to request 
a t wo or three year lease for Friends of the Library to continue 
their worthwhile work to support the Pierce Library. 

/ 
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Chairman Bennett commented the Board of Supervisors do not want 
t o overrul e our own Park and Recreation Board 's wishes. Mrs . 
Seig fri ed requ es t ed the Board of Supervisors ask the Park and 
Re crea tion Board to cons ider g r ant i ng a two or three year lease 
of t he for mer Muni cipal Build ing to the Fr iends of th e Pi erce 
Library . 

Supervisor Bennington suggested the Board grant a one year leas e 
imme diately and a sk the Park and Re creatio n Boa rd if t hey would 
be a me nabl e to Mrs . Seigfried ' s request of a two or three year 
l ease . 

Motion was made by Supervis or Ke lly to g rant the Friends of the 
Pierce Fre e Li brary a thr ee year leas e . Mo tion was not seconded. 

Motion was made by Super vis or Bennington, and s econde d by Chairman 
Bennett to grant the Friends of the Pierce Free Library a one 
year l ease, pending a pproval by th e Hilltown Township Park a nd 
Re creatio n Boa rd to ex tend the l ease to a two or three year lease . 
Supervisor Ke lly abstained from t he vote. 

*Chairman Bennett announced the Board o f Supervis ors and th e 
Township S ol icitor me t in Executive Ses sio n prior to this me eting 
to discuss personne l matters . 

K. SOLICITOR'S RE PORT Mr . Francis X. Grabowski, Township 
Sol icitor -

1. Soli citor Grabowski ment io ned a letter r ece ived fr om 
Attorney Carl Lindsay , who repres en t s Mr . and Mrs. Wil l iam Connors . 
Mr . and Mrs . Connors apparent ly had a zoning hear ing with th e 
Hilltown Town ship Zon i ng Hear ing Board appro ximate ly one month 
ago, at which time they asked for a variance to construct a ga rage 
on their property . Attorney Li ndsay is r equesting the Boa rd 
of Supervisors to overrule the dee is ion o f the Zoning Hear i ng 
Board and to i ns t ruc t t he Zoning Offi cer of Hill town Townsh ip 
to g rant th e permit. Solie i tor Grabowski advised t h e Board of 
Supervisors doe s not have the power or author i ty t o overru le 
dec i sions of th e Zoning Hea ring Boar d. Solicitor Gr abowski has 
not yet seen a copy of the Zoning Hearing Board de c ision to know 
the mer i ts o f the cas e. 

2. At the last Board of Supe rvi s ors Wor k Sess i on, th ere 
was a discussion c oncerning open burning in Hilltown Township , 
the provi sion s o f' th e BOCA Build ing Code, and DER r egu la tio ns. 
S ol ic i tor Grabows ki pre sented a copy of an Ordinance adopted 
by Mil f ord Township las t week for the Board 's r eview, whic h 
a ddresse s t he ques tion of open burning i n a r ura l residential 
corrununi ty. Milford Township is much like Hilltown Township i n 
the rura l nature o f the communi ty. 

3. For act io n this eve ning , Solic itor Grabowski presented 
a proposed set of Resolutions to accept a De ed of Dedication 
for Richard E. and Carol A . Joh nson . This De ed of Dedic a t ion 
involves r oad f r ontage on Relianc e Road a nd is part of the BFI 
Land Deve loprnent proposal , which was adopted s ome t ime ago by 
thi s Board. 
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Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unan imo usly to adopt Resolu.tio n_/L9l- 4<LJ;o_accept 
th e Deed o f Dedication of Ri cl}ard E. Johnson and Carol A . Johnson. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Benn i ngton, seconded by Supervi sor 
Kelly and carrie d unanimously to adopt Res olu._tion #91-4 1 ~o Declare 
~ l ic_Jur:Rro~e f or th e Richard E. Johnson and Carol A. Johnson 
p_r..operty. 

Mr. Wynn a dvis ed the storm sewer line whi c h was neede d for Deed 
of Dedication easement has a lready been in stalled , as r epresent ed 
by Mr . and Mrs . Johns on ' s at torney and BFI , and t he documents 
have been s igne d . 

L . PLANNING - Mr . C. Robert Wynn , Township Engineer : 

1. St. Philip's Church Subdivision (Final) This plan 
had previously received a pre liminary plan approval from the 
Board of Supervis or s and now has a recommendation by the Planning 
Commi ssion for final plan appro val, conditional upon a Pla nning 
Module being approved by DER , and an escrow agr eement to guarant ee 
installa tion of all public improvements, s treet improvements 
and buffer plant ings. Inst al lation of pins a nd monume nt s prio r 
to plan r ecordat ion had als o been re quired, a nd that was cert ifie d 
by the applicant's engineer and received by the Township Secretary 
the day fo llow i ng the Planning Commi ssion meet ing. Mr . Wynn 
state d this three l o t su bdivis ion i s located on Clearview Road. 
Construction of the chur ch will take p lace on Lot #1, wi th Lots 
#2 and #3 proposed as bui l ding lo ts . 

Mot ion was made by Supervis or Benning ton, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carr ied unani mously to grant final plan approva l to 
the S t. Philip' s Churc h Su bd ivis ion, wi th the conditions me nt ione d 
abo ve. 

Conc erning the same plan, Mr . Wynn adv ised in the beg inning of 
October, the Townsh ip r ece ived Plann ing Modules fo r submi ssion 
to DER for the public sewer connect ion of the two addit iona l 
lo ts . As Planning Modu le approva l is one of the conditions of 
the p lan, a Resolutio n would be r equired to tran s mit the Planning 
Modules to DER. 

Mot ion was made by Supervi sor Benning ton , seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to adopt ~esolu tion #91- 42 for 
~ nning Modu les for St. Philip ' s Chur ch Suoo.ivision . -

Father Black t hanked the Board o f Super visors for the final pla n 
a pprova l of the St . Phili p ' s Church S utx::l ivision. 

2 . Moody Subdiv ision (Minor) Mr. Wynn present ed the 
Moody two lot s u bdivis ion located on Rt. 152. One lot contain s 
the exis ting house t hat Mr . Moody d i scussed at a previo us meet ing , 
and th e second lot is a proposed new building lo t. The p l an 
h as r eceived a recommendat ion for condit ional a ppro val by the 
Planning Commi ssion, su bject to the rear l ot line of Lot #1 be ing 
r evised so that it becomes a "squared off" lot . Mr. Wynn r ece ived 
a p lan for rev iew th is evening fr om Mr . Moody which shows exactly 
that. The applicant has managed to turn the septic sys tem in 
the opposite direction so that the lot line is square. That 
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proposed revision was conceptionally shown to the Planning 
Commission and endorsed by the Planning Commission. 

other i terns for completion include approval from the Bucks Count.v 
Conservation District for Erosion and Sediment at ion Control, 
installation of pins and monuments as shown on the plan, approval 
of Planning Modules by DER and installation of buffer plantings 
on Lot #1, as well as some minor out standing drafting i terns. 
Mr. Wynn stated the buffer plantings are proposed only on Lot 
#1. There are a number of trees currently located along the 
front age of Lot #2. 

Supervisor Bennington asked if the subdivision approval has any 
bearing on the house itself, and Mr. Wynn replied that it does 
not, as the subdivision is a separate issue. Mr. Moody advised 
they have been working continually with Mr. Applegate, Building 
Inspector/Zoning Officer and are close to resolving the matter. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to grant final approval to the 
Moody Subdivision plan, with the stated conditions. 

3. Crawford Subdivision (Minor) Mr. Wynn explained 
this minor subdivision does not create an.v additional building 
lots and is located on Rt. 152. Proposed is an addition of 
approximately 10,000 square feet of land from the adjoining 63 
acre parcel onto the existing property of Mr. Crawford. Mr . 
Crawford has requested waivers including survey of topography, 
street improvements, and Bucks County Conservation District 
subnission. All of the requested waivers were recommended for 
approval by the Planning Commission, except for the dedication 
of right-of-way. The Planning Commission has recommended approval 
subject to dedication of the right-of-way across the Crawford 
property and adjoining tract of ground, which will be attached 
to the Crawford property, and installation of pins and monuments 
as shown on the plan, which is only on the Crawford portion of 
the tract. 

Mot ion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to grant final plan approval to 
the Crawford Subdivision, pending comp let ion of the outstanding 
items mentioned above. 

4. Tollgate Village (Country Roads) Subdivision Phase 
I (Final) - Mr. Wynn stated this plan is now before the Board 
as a final plan, for Phase I only, and the entire plan is proposed 
to be completed in four phases. Phase I cons is ts of the twin 
homes and townhouse units located on the section of the development 
off Walnut Street. Open space has been revised to a homeowner' s 
association, after being rejected by the Township at last month's 
meeting. This plan has a number of conditions for recommendation 
of final plan approva 1. The plan has been re-named II Country 
Roads 11

• 

According to Mr. Wynn, outstanding items include the approval 
from the Department of Environmental Resources with encroachment 
of the entrance road within the 100 year flood plain, as well 
as either a waiver or a permit for Field Stream Drive' s 
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encroachment within the waters of the Conunonwealth. Final approval 
is still required from the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer 
Authority for the proposed public water and sewer connections. 
Correspondence has been received from the Silverdale Fire 
Department indicating the proposed fire hydrant locations are 
acceptable. Planning Module approval has been received from 
the Department of Environmental Resources. Mr. Wynn advised 
for Phase I, there is a temporary construction easement required 
across the lands of Mr. and Mrs. Weikel at the entrance, which 
must be acquired by the applicant. The applicant has had 
preliminary discussions with the property owners and feels there 
will not be a problem obtaining that easement. Approval is still 
required from the Bucks County Conservation District for Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control, and from PennDot for a highway occupancy 
permit at Rt. 152. There has been an additional review by PennDot, 
however final approval has not yet been received. Dedication 
of the ultimate right-of-way of Walnut Street, South Perkasie 
Road and Telegraph Road, as shown on the plan, is also required. 
A legal description for the right-of-way dedication has been 
received. The Planning Commission also endorsed the future plans 
from the preliminary plan set which will show the limit of 
disturbance of the woodland. Property outboundary monumentation 
around the perimeter of the site must be installed prior to plan 
recordation and monumentation must be certified by the responsible 
surveyor. An Escrow Agreement is required to guarantee all public 
improvements. Concerning the open space area originally intended 
to be dedicated to the Township, after review by the Hi 11 town 
Township Park and Recreation Board and the Board of Supervisors, 
the Township did not accept the open space area. When the plan 
was resubmitted, the Planning Commission questioned what would 
now be done with the open space area. The Planning Commission 
has recommended that all open space area currently in 
"agricultural" be established as lawn, and that the open space 
include development of a wood chip walking trail. The applicant 
has indicated to the Planning Commission that this would be 
acceptable. 

Supervisor Bennington was curious as to why the Planning Commission 
had voted 5:1, and questioned the rationale of the person who 
voted against the final plan. Mr. Wynn replied the dissenting 
individual did not comment as to why she was opposed. 

The applicant has agreed to include the escrow of funds to 
guarantee the design and construction of the bridge for 
construction during Phase III, at the time of Phase I final plan 
approval. Supervisor Bennington asked if the bridge has yet 
been designed. Mr. Wynn replied that it has not. Supervisor 
Bennington asked how the Township knew what was being escrowed 
if the bridge has not yet been designed. Mr. Wynn explained 
the applicant•s engineer has completed cost estimates, which 
happened to be very close to Mr. Wynn's own forecasted cost for 
the design and construction of the bridge. 
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Penn Dot I s initial review was to suggest the entrance onto Walnut 
Street should be removed and all access to the Country Roads 
subdivision should take place on Telegraph Road or South Perkasie 
Road, which would place all of the developement's traffic on 
Township roads instead of a State roadway. Solicitor Grabowski 
asked if there has been any discussion by PennDot as to proposed 
repairs to the Walnut Street bridge. Mr. Wynn replied upon 
Penn Dot's initial review there was, though it was dropped after 
further consideration. It was PennDot's concern that improvements 
might have to be made to the bridge to improve sight distance, 
which was the reason for their initial consideration. 

Supervisor Bennington stated as long as all the money is in an 
escrow for the entire construction of the bridge, he would make 
a motion for final plan approval of Phase I of the Country Roads 
Subdivision, including the completion of the conditions listed 
above. Motion was seconded by Supervisor Kelly and carried 
unanimously. 

5. Fretz Land Development (Preliminary) 
Hetherington advised the Planning Commission has 
approval of this project. The applicant is 
correspondence from PennDot regarding the fact that 
will not be required on Old Bethlehem Pike. 

Mr. Jack 
recommended 

waiting for 
roadway work 

Mr. Wynn stated the Planning Commission recommended preliminary 
plan approval with the outstanding items including the Bucks 
County Conservation District approval for Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control, verification of approval from PennDot for the driveway 
and temporary construction access, verification of all existing 
proposed property monumentation, and completion of some outstanding 
drafting items which were contained in Mr. Wynn's previous review 
dated October 15, 1991. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to grant preliminary plan approval 
to the Fretz Land Development plan with the stated conditions. 

6. Carney Land Development (Preliminary) This site is 
located on Rt. 309, just north of Line Lexington, and has received 
the Planning Commissionts recommendation for preliminary plan 
approval, subject to conditions. Those conditions include approval 
of encroachment of the covered tee area that is found to be located 
within the side yard, or the approval of the Zoning Hearing Board 

to allow it to remain. Verification of approval from PennDot 
for the proposed access and improvements which include curbing 
and widening of the entire frontage of the site, and access for 
the new parking lot to service the site. Also included is the 
connection of a retention basin which is located in the northwest 
corner of the site and will discharge into an existing PennDot 
inlet on Rt. 309. Approval of the Bucks County Conservation 
District for Erosion and Sedimentation Control measures, 
installation of property monuments at the frontage of the site, 
and showing the location of any existing iron pins or other 
monuments on the balance of the tract is also required. The 
Planning Commission has recommended that the applicant not be 
required to install all pins and monuments, due to the size of 
the site and the fact that there is no proposed encroachment 
along the upper boundary of the site. 
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Mr. Carney has a written agreement with the owners of the Ice 
City property, as they would like to obtain a rear field belonging 
to Mr. Carney, in exchange for Mr. Carney making use of the access 
to Ice City's property at their proposed traffic light. 

Mr. Wynn commented a few engineering drafting details must be 
resolved on the final plan, and this would also include an Escrow, 
which would be a final plan i tern. 

Chairman Bennett asked how required parking spaces were determined 
for the site. Mr. Wynn explained the parking calculations were 
based upon the uses proposed on the site. Discussion took place 
regarding access to the property. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington> seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to grant preliminary plan approval 
to the Carney Land Development pending completion of outstanding 
items as noted. 

7. Souder Subdivision (Minor) Mr. Wynn advised the 
Souder Subdivision consists of a lot line change and was 
unanimously recommended for approval by the Planning Commission, 
with no conditions. The site is located on Highland Park Road. 
The plan does not propose any additional lots, however a flag 
lot shaped parcel will be attached to the existing lands of Grace 
Gerber. Property pins and monuments have been installed at the 
site and certified by the responsible surveyor. There is an 
existing house on the property and a wooded area to the rear , 
as well as a tree row which will be consolidated to one parcel 
of approximately 6 acres. The rest of Lot #1 is proposed to 
remain as Agricultural. The right-of-way was dedicated under 
a previous subdivision. 

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington., seconded by Supervisor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to approve the Souder Subdivision 
as stated. 

8. BOCN Subdivision (Minor) Mr. Wynn explained this 
is a minor subdivision before the Board for final approval. 
The plan was previously a preliminary plan due to allegations 
of buried oil drums on the site. The site is a former PennDot 
maintenance storage facility. This subdivision proposes one 
new building lot. Lot #1 is a 50.,000 square ft. lot to be served 
by on-site sewage. Lot #2 has had perk tests completed, as 
required by the Bucks County Department of Health Planning Module 
procedure and is not proposed to be further subdivided at this 
time, although it could. 

Mr. Wynn had sent a letter to DER requesting their input after 
they had visited the site in Fe burary or March of this year. 
Mr. Wynn had presented a copy of correspondence to DER for the 
Board's review, where DER indicated they had completed no tests 
on the site. Chairman Bennett was surprised at this statement, 
a s he had been there, and tests were definitely taken. 

When the Planning Commission had recommended approval of the 
plan at their August meeting, the outstanding items were the 
installation of pins and monuments, approval of Planning Modules 
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by DER, dedicat ion of Hilltown Pike , and the ult imat e right- of- way . 
The r emaining i t ern was f ollowing up wi th DER, which h as been 
accomplished. Mr. Wynn a dvi sed a ct ion i s r equi red before the 
next Boar d of Super visor's me e t i ng . 

Supervisor Bennington s tated an un substant i ated a llega tion e xis ts, 
however it l eaves fut ure owners op en to a bad si tua tion if the 
Township does not alert them to t h e fact that th e a llegations 
of burie d oil drums e xi st. Mr . Wynn c orrune nt ed t he only i nforma t ion 
the Townshi p has is i nformation fr om a consultant hired by the 
property owner, who c omplet ed tests of water leeching f r om the 
bo ttom o f t he pile, i nd ica t i ng there were no contami nant s . 

Chairman Benne tt explained the e nt ire issue stemmed from 
allegations made by a former , d isgruntled PennDo t employe e , who 
alerted t h e press and Hilltown Towns hi p. Mr . Wynn further 
commented DER did some pre liminary i nvesti gations into the matter 
at t hat time . Supervisor Bennington a s ked if wri tte n 
corres ponde nce exi sts t o do cument that Hil l town Towns hip 11 went 
the ext ra mil e" t o re que s t t hat DER per for m tests , and a lso to 
ma ke DER aware t h a t i f at any time in t he future someone shoul d 
attempt to ho ld Hilltown Township l i able , we would not accept 
that r e sponsi bili ty . Mr. Wynn r epli ed the only in format io n the 
Township has is the documented testi ng c ompleted by the property 
owner' s c onsu ltant, a s well a s Mr . Wynn's own corr es po nde nce 
to DER. Supervisor Bennington felt a r espons e , in wr it ing, 
from DER wou ld be warra nted . Chairman Bennett did no t t hink 
DER would c omply with t hat reques t . 

Sol i ci tor Gr abowski s ugg es ted an a dd it i ona l not e be attached 
to the plan , stat ing "Lot #2 was f ormerly used by t he Penn sylva nia 
Department of Trans por tation a s a r oad ma t e r ial s torag e f ac ility, 
and correspondenc e is on file with the Townsh i p concerning same . " 
Solicitor Grabowski f elt this statemen t d id no t sugges t a ny 
impropr iety t hat the Township can prove , though it would serve 
as a form of not i c e to fu tur e property owner s . 

Wh en Chair man Bennett visi ted PennDot, they claimed t hey had 
abandoned t he s ite in 1985 a nd the si te has not be en in us e sin ce 
that t ime . Solicitor Grabowski suggested Mr. Wynn and Mr . Horroc ks 
meet wi th him tomorrow to draft some l a nguag e that mig ht be us e d 
as a no te on the plan . Mr . Wynn in forme d the Board that there 
is not time for t hat, a s a decision mus t be made th is e ven i ng. 
Mr . Wynn sugges ted a note be added to t he plan stat ing " To alert 
future proper t y owner s i n a manner t h at is a cc e ptable to the 
Sol i ci to r" . 

Mot i on was made by Supe rvisor Be nning t on , s ec onded by Supervi sor 
Kelly and carried unanimously to a pprove the f inal BOCN 
Su bidivisio n plan wi th the c onditions s tate d, with an addi tional 
condition (#1 7) l anguage to be spe lled out to prevent lia bility 
to the Township . 
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2 . Mr . Bob Pass a le from Bob's Auto Body on Count y Line 
Road and Cherr y Lane was in a t t endance to l e arn the pr op e r 
Procedure t o be come a part of the Township I s towing operation. 
Chief Egly directed Mr . Passale to send him a written request 
and at t h a t time, Chi ef Egly will advise o f t h e requ i rement s 
involved. 

0 . SUPERVISOR' S COMMENTS: 

1. Motion was 
by Super v i sor Kelly 
advertisement of bids 
Works Department. 

made 
and 

for 

by Supervisor Benning t on, seconded 
carried unanimously t o a u thor i ze 

two 1992 dump trucks for the Publi c 

P. PRESS CONFERENCE: No members of t h e press were in attendanc e 
a t this t ime . 

Q . ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, a motion 
for a dj ournme nt was made by Supervisor Kelly , seconded by 
Supervisor Bennington a nd carried una nimously to ad,journ the 
October 28, 1991 Boa rd o f' Sup ervisors me e t ing at 11: 12PM. 

Respec tfull y su tmi tted, 

Lynda Sei1iles 
Township S8cretary 
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Memo To: Hilltown Township 
c. Robert Wynn From.: 

Subject: Escrow Release Summary 
October 25, 1991 Date: 

* 1. Grass - Voucher No. 7 dated October 8, 1991 in the amount of 
$54.45 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period from 7/1/91 thru 
10/8/91. 

*2. Grass - Voucher No. B dated October 8, 1991 in the amount of 
$401.46, releasing the balance of escrow funds. 

3. Stoneycrest - Voucher No. 1 dated October 14, 1991 in the amount 
of S500.14 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period from 8/1/91 
thru 9/30/91. 

4. Spring Hill Realty (Cef~l.li) - Voucher No. l dated October 
14, 1991 in the amount of $f,182.93 for const. obs./esc. admin. 
for period from 5/28/91 thru 9/30/91. 

5. Brownin -Ferris Industries - Voucher No. 4 dated October 15, 
1991 in the amount of 381.58 for const. obs./esc. admin. for 
period from 9/1/91 thru 9/30/91. 

*6. Freed - Voucher No. 1 dated October 18, 1991 in the amount 
of $91.32 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period thru 10/18/91. 

*7. Fread - Voucher No. 2 <iated ·October 18, 1991 in the amount 
of $2,158.68 to reduce escrow fund to 10% retainage. 

*8. Newman - Voucher No. 3 dated October 18, 1991 in the amount 
of $ J.17. 00 for canst. ob5. /esc. admin. for period from 4/16/91 
thru 10/18/91. 

*9. Newman - Voucher No. 4 dated October 18, 1991 in the amount 
of $467.78, releasing balance of escrow funds. 

10. Hilltown :nuustrial Park - Voucher No. 12 dated October 18, 
1991 in the amount of $121.41 for const. obs./esc. ad.min. for 
period thru 10/18/91. 

11. Hilltown Industrial Park - Voucher No. 13 dated October 18, 
1991 in the amount of ~3, 848. ;9, releasing balance of escrow 
funds. 

12. Lotier ~and Development - Voucher No. 8 dated October 18, 1991 
in the amount of $192.21 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period 
from 7/1/91 thru i0/18/91. 

I 
L 



13. Lotier Land Development - Voucher No. 9 dated October i8, 1991 
in the amount of $4,589.~4 to reduce escrow to 101 retainage. 

14. Richter Drafting - Voucher No. l dated October 21, 1991 in 
tne amount of $43,583.20 for work completed to date. 

15. Bridle Run - Voucher No. 13 dated October 24, 1991 in the amount 
of $1,461.31 for reimburse.!'nent for const. obs./esc. admin. 
for period from 5/1/91 thru 8/31/91. 

l6. St. Philip I s Church - Voucher No. 4 dated October 24, 1991 
in the anount of $16,219.12 for storm sewer, driveway paving, 
topsoil, ferti~ize, seed, mulch, trees and traffic protection. 

17. St. Philip's Church - Voucher No. 5 dated October 24, 1991 
in the amount of $174.18 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period 
from 8/1/91 thru 10/24/91. 

18. Orchard Station - Voucher No. 17 dated October 25, 1991 in 
the amount of $249. 96 for reimbursement for const. obs. /esc. 
admin. for period from 6/1/91 thru 8/31/91. 

* FUNDS RETAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP 
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