HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP
BQARD OF SUPERVISORS'! MEETING
February 12, 1990

The meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett,Jr. at T7:30PM.

Members present were: William H. Bennett, Jr., Chairman
Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Betty J. Kelly, Supervisor

Others present were: James H. Singley, Township Manager
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Sclicitor
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
Ashby Watts, Sergeant, Hilltown Police
Thomas Buzby, Roadmaster
Clarence Radcliff,Zcning Officer
Linda Hangey, Secretary

Chairman Bennett ancunced Chief George FEgly was cut o¢f town
cn police detail and that Sgt. Ashby Watts was present in his
place. He also annocunced that Township Secretary, Gloria G.
Neiman, had resigned. Mrs. Linda Hangey from the Hilltown Polilce
Department, was present to take minutes at this meeting.

A, APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mr. Bennington questicned page four
cf Police Chief's Report, of the January 22, 1990 Superviscr's
minutes. He questioned the low miles per gallon in the two
police wehiecles in questicon, not the lcw mileage, as stated
in those minutes. Motion was made by Mrs., Kelly fto apprcve the
minutes of the January 22, 19390 Supervisors' meeting as corrected;
moection seconded by Mr. Bennington and carried unanimously.

B, ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: (General Fund: $40,761.08; State Highway
Aid: §706L0.35; Police Penslon Fund $30,648.00. Mr. Bennington
questicned the Grim, Biehn, Thatcher and Helf billl in conveyance
cf land for $%$2,200.00. Mr. Singley responded it is monies billed
tc us for the Blooming Glen area, in ccnjunction with Hilltown
High Schcol Alumni Assn. and the Blooming Glen Playground Assn.,
which tock place in August of 1989. Mr. Bennington alsc¢ inquired
if the Nationwide Insurance bill is a 2ump sum for the 1390
insurance. Mr. Singley stated that Natiocnwide Insurance bhills
in nine installments, but for a twelve month pericd, this payment
being the first three premium installments due now. Mr.
Bennington guesticned +the bBill for Dublin Family Restaurant
fer the Police Liability Seminar, stating that he was under
the impression that a $10.00 per head fee would be charged Ifor
those wishing to attend. Mr. Singley replied that criginaliy,
$10.00 per perscon was toc be charged per. However, Mr. Singley
was not privy to the original seminar anncuncement letter mailed
cut to the fifty—four Bucks County municipalities, apparently
stating there was ncet a fee. Mr. Singley c¢ited miscommunication
between varicus departments involved. Motion was made by Mrs.
Kelly, secended by Mr. Bennington, and carried unanimously,
tc pay bllls when due.
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Mr., Fox also requested permissicn te employ Mr. Kenneth Wocdruff
as a consultant to complete fthe grant applicaticon for recycling
to DER. Mr. Wocdruff estimates that approximately $1200.00
would be needed, of which 90% would be returned by the state.
His base rate 1s $59.00 per hour and $18.00 per hcur for clerical
work. Chairman Bennett 1inquired as to whether Mr. Woodruff
had provided the same service for other communities. Mr, Fox
stated he has worked for Quakertown, Perkasie, Newtocwn, Bristol
Borough and Bristol Township. Mr. Bennington recapped by stating
the consultant wculd properly complete the grant applicaticn
paperwork. Grant meney wculd be 90% of the cost for start up
¢f recycling 1n Hilltown, and the only cost tc Hilltown Township
would be 10% of any fees incurred for recycling under Act 2101
- an approximate ccst of $150.00, at most, to emplocy Mr. Kenneth
Wocdruff. Motion was made by Mr. Bennington and secconded by
Chairman Bennett, tc¢ hire Mr. Kenneth Weodruff as a censultant
to recycling. Mrs. Kelly was opposed and questicned the reascn
to spend funds ftc¢ hire a consultant when persconnel 1s available
to do so. Mr. TFox replied that the perscnnel available does
nct know how tc¢ preperly fill out these grant applicaticns and
it would be mere beneficial tteo use a professicnal service in
hopes of receiving this grant money. Motion was passed 2:1.

G. MANAGER'S REPORT:

1. Mr. Singley notified the Supervisor's, general publie
and news media that Hilltown Tcowneghip is in receipt of a letter
from Mr. Robert Hanna, our attorney from Marshall, Dennchey,
Warner, Ccleman, and Goeggin, they have filed a copy of brief
and support of the defendent's finished trial on January 30,
1990. The case of Renninger vs. Hilltown, inveolving Mr. Renninger
arid Hilltown Township, Hilltcwn Township patrolman, Officer
Frank Dilworth, and Chief Gecrge C. Egly. Hilltown Township
is asking that the Judgement be overturned and a new trial be
awarded.

Mr. Bennington questioned whether appeals go to the judge who
heard the case coriginally, and if sc¢, why a judge whoe already
ruled on Officer Dilworth's case, would be i1nclined to accept
an  appeal. Township Solicitor, Prancis X. Grabowski replied
that 1f 1n fact there were any errcrs of law that may have
occurred during the course of the trial, either by the judge
or within the instruecticns that were given tc¢ the Jury, the
Judge can overrule and order a new trial, hased on the
acknowledgement that possibly the court made a mistake. If
the court feels the Jjury's decisicn is totally ocutlandish and
contrary tc the law, the Judge has a right fto overrule that
decisicn as well. Practical experience shows this 1s not ocften
the case, however, the law dces allew Ifor that possibility to
exist. If Hilltown Township's attorney's intend to take a further
appeal, the case will go ©tc a much larger group of Jjudges beyond
Judge Shapirc.

2. Perscnnel - Mr. 8ingley read a letter of resignation
recieved January 26, 1990 from Gloria G. Neiman, Township
Jecretary.
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6. Mr. Singley discussed conflict of interest for Grim, Biehn,
Thatcher and Helf 1in the upcoming Zoning Hearing Board case
¢ Browning/Jurin. Mr. S8Singley recommended Mr. Jeffrey Drake

represent the Township c¢n the Browning/Jurin matter coming up
in March. Moticn was made by Mr. Bennington, seconded by Mrs.
Kelly and carried unanimously %o appoint Mr. Jeffrey Drake to
represent Hilltown Township for cone sessicn in the Browning/Jurin
case and/or any ccontinuances.

7. Public Works Report — Mr. Buzby read the report dated Dec.
31, 1989 thru January 27, 1990, which is on file at the township
office. Mr. Buzby requested permissicn toc attend a Ccmmercial
Driver's License seminar being held in Harrisburg on Wednesday,
February 21, 1990, weather permitting. Moticn was made be Mr.,
Kenneth Bennington, seccnded by Mrs. Betty Kelly and carried
unanimously %o have Mr. Buzby attend the Commercial Driver's
License seminar. Mr. Bennington commended Mr., Buzby and the
entire Highway Department on the excellent Job they have been
dcing patching rocads and repairing potholes, despite being
shorthanded. Chairman Bennett e¥xplained that the Highway
Department's foreman, Mr. Scott Lear, was recently injured on
the job and alsc, within the last month, a member of the Highway
Department had resigned his pcesition. Chairman Bennett and
Mr. Buzby stated Hilltown 1is presently in the market for a new
backhoe, at an approximate cost of $65,000 to $70,000, which
has been budgeted for 1990.

8. Police Chief's Report - Sgt. Ashby Watts read the January,
1990 repcort, which is on file at the township office, and alsc
presented a gecgraphic slide show of the crime rate in Hilltown
Township. 61% of crime is focused on Rt. 309 side, 21% from
Keystone Drive to 0ld Bethlehem Road, and 18% in the remaining
porticns of the township. There 1is an average of one to three
drug arrests per week.

H. ENGINEERING/PLANNING:

1. Underground Storage Tanks — Under requirements and

regulations adcopted by the Department of Environmental Rescurces
in 1989, and required by the Environmental Protection Apency,
undergound storage tanks must be registered on a regular basis.
Mr. Wynn has completed the registration forms for the township
for three tanks which are utilized for diesel fuel and gasoline.
Older tanks must be menitored monthly, but because all three
cf the tanks are relatively new, it 1is noct required. In crder
To forward registraticn forms to DER, Mr, Wynn is seeking approval
from the Board and a check for $2150.00 - the cost of $50.00
per tank for three tanks - tc complete storage tank registration.
Mction was made by Mr. Bennington, secconded by Mrs. Kelly and
carried unanimcusly to forward a check for $150.00 and completed
forms to DER for registraticn of undergound tanks.

2. Orchard Rcad Bridge - Mr. Wynn stated one ¢f the
requirements o¢f the apprcoval of the Calhoun Subdivisicn, now
called Orchard Staticn, on the socuth side of Orchard Rcad, is
the replacement of the existing arch bridge with a new concrete
box culvert.
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The criginal plans provide for a pre—cast cconcrete box. Closing
c¢f the rcad for approximately three tce icur menths has bheen
advertised as o¢f Feb. 13, 1990. Mction was made by Mr.
Bennington, seconded by Mrs. Kelly and carried unanimously to
change the bridge constructicn from pre—-cast to conerete.

3. Pleasant Meadows Box Culvert - Mr. Wynn spcke with Dr.
Thomas Ccrdrey, Soil Scientist, employed by Mr. Garis and on
behalf of +the Township, tc secure the necessary wetlands taken
from us. The Game Ccmmission, one of the State agencies that
has to authorize wetland encrcachment, has indicated they have
nc c¢bjJections, but there has been an c¢bjection raised by the
Fish Ccocmmission. The Envircnmental Beard and the DER will be
meeting on February 22, 1990 and it will be DER's reccmmendation,
that they, along with the Fish Ccmmission, establish a time
frame toc meet with Township cofficials at the site. DER can
rule and approve the appllecation without the Fish Commission's
apprcval, but would like the Fish Commission te endorse 1t.

4. Traffic Signal at Rt. 313 and Rt. 113 - Proposed
installaticn of "Stop" bars and "Stop Here on Red" signage at
jeintly shared intersecticn c¢f Hilltown Township and Bedminster.
Mr. Wynn requests cost estimate frcm Mr. Buzby to have this
work done, the cost beling shared eqgqually between Bedminster
Twp. and Hilltown Township.

5. H.L. Garges, Land Develcpment — Carwash - Linens and
papers tc be signed.

I. SOLICITOR'S REPORT

1. Pritz Subdivisicn - Twe¢ 1ot subdivisicn on S. Perkasie
Recad requires installation c¢f street trees, monumentaticon and
constructicon of a drainage swale for a total cest of $11,200.00
te bhe placed 1In escrow. Mr. and Mrs. Pritz declided fto make
a deposit directly to the Townshlp tc be held in segregated
escrow acccunt., Motion was made by Mr. Bennington, secconded
by Mrs. Kelly, and carriled unanimously toc accept Pritz
Subdivision.

2. Kenneth Beer Subdivisicn - Subdivision cn Blcoming Glen
Road requires installatiocn of trees and construction cobservaticn.
The Beers' would like to make a direct deposit of $2846.25 to
be held in escrew account, tc Hilltown Township. Mr. Bennington
made & mocticn, seconded by Mrs. Kelly and carried unanimcusly
to accept the XKenneth Beer Subdivision.

3. Ocecupational Privilege Tax - Mr. Grabeowski inquiread
as to whether the Board woeuld give consideration tc having the
taxation assessment be exempted from any perscn who's total
income during the taxable year 1is less than, o¢r equal to,
$5,000.00 of total 1income - earned, as well as unearned. Mr.
Graboewski requested a decision by the Bcard to advertise this
ordinance for the next meeting.

1990
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Motion was made by Mr. Bennington, seconded by Mrs. Kelly and
carried unanimecusly to authorize MNr. PFrank Grabcwski, Township
Sclicitor, to advertise said ordinance.

4. Industrial Waste Ordinance =~ An ordinance was enacted
by Hilltcown Tcwnship last year, which called for the adcption
of certain requirements and regulations on the treatment of
industrial waste within Hilltown Township throeugh Hilltcown Sewer
Authcerity and Pennridge Wastewater Treatment Authority. EPA
has changed guidelines and minimum requirements for pre—treatment
of Industrial sewage, thus necessitating our original ordinance

be revised. The Hilltown Authority has taken responsibility
of accepfing the occurance of costs of new advertisement and
preparation of revised cordinance. The Pennridge Autheority has
supplied us with revised ordinance and this would need tc¢ be
advertised to request consideraticn cof adoption. Moticn was
made by Mr. Bennington, seconded by Mrs., Kelly and carried
unanimcusly to authcrize Mr. Grabowski to advertise this
crdinance.

5. Purchase of Vacant Land = At the January 22, 1990 meeting,
there was authcrization to enter into discussion of the possible
purchase of vacant land in Blcooming Glen, ccntingucus to lands
previously acquired by the Township. Unfortunately, fthere was
an outstanding agreement o¢f sale already pendinzg, and a few
days Ifcllowing the Superviscor's request, that entire parcel
was s¢ld to a third party.

6. Baker Subdivision Appeal - Proposed 8 1ot subdivision
cri Rt. 113 between Diamond Street and Keystone Drive. The Board
of Superviscrs had denied subdivisicn application criginally.
The applicant also filed a private request to DER to allow for
extensicn of public sewer to serve the lots. The Township tock
a pcsition at the Jan. 22, 1990 meeting to oppose the private
request. Mr. Wynn has filed a respcnsive document to that effect.
The subdivislion appeal was heard befcre Judge Clark and it has
been requested that a certain determination by Hilltown Township
cn this matter, be made. Mr. Grabowskl requested this be
discussed at the next execufive session.

7. Payment to Auditors - A recommendation was made to pay
Niessen, Dunlap and Pritchard, Auditcr's, when Hilltown Township's
audit i1s complete. The approximate cost of audit will be
$25,000.00 - $16,000.00. Motion was made by Mr. Ken Bennington,
seconded by Mrs. Betty Kelly and carried unanimously to¢ remit
tee to auditing firm when audit is ccmplete.

J. RESIDENT'S COMMENTS:

1. Paul Groeber, 1506 Keystcne Drive - Presented 37
photographs of a property lccated at 1500 Keystone Drive, leased
te Ferguson Towing, by property owner Mr, William Bennett.
Mr. Grceber questicned Clarence Radcliff, Building
Inspector/Zoning OQfficer, about a business being operated out
of this property. Mr. HRadcliff replied he did indeed take the
37 phcotographs, and that in his professional opinicn, a business
was beling cperated con the preperty in questicn.

?
us?
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Mr. Grunmeier had regquested copiles cof Recycling Committee meeting
minutes for the month o¢f January from Township Manager, Mr.
James Singley, on January 31, 1990. Mr. Singley stated he had
been c¢n wvacaticn for 5 days, had just ccome in to attend this
meeting, and hadn't been able to respond ftce Mr. Grunmeier's
request as «of this date. Mr. Grunmeier replied since the
Recyeling Committee 1is an appointed ccmmittee, where they have
cfficial meetings, he imagines this information is c¢pen to the
public. Mr. Grunmeier asked the date of revised bhudget. Mr.
Singley replied the date of the revised budget is the week of
January 29, 1990.

Mr. Grunmeier inquired 1ii quotes had been taken Ifrom different
accocunting firms for the audit, and whether the 1 milli Debt
Service increase was for the purpose of the audit. Chairman
Bennett replied that three quotes had been received with prices
as high as $40,000 toc $90,000. The quote accepted was for approx.
$15,000.00 and was the lowest and most timely quote received.
The 1 mill Debt Service increase was for the purpcse of the
audit, plus an additional cost to do with Fire Insurance, and
the remaining amcunt of the allottment was fcr recycling.

5. John Snyder, 2018 Mill Road - Received a letter regarding
a training sessicn for Zoning Hearing Bocard procedures sponsored
by the Department of Community Affairs. This training sessicn
is being made avalilable tc Zoning Hearing Board members,
Sclicitors, Zoning Officer, and Planning Ccmmissicn members
at a cost cof $20.00 per person. It will be held in Malvern,
P4 on March 29, and taught by Ms. Sandra 3lade - a prciessor
of Law at Delaware Law School. Mr. Snyder feels it would be
beneficial for all Zoning Hearing Board members, and the Zoning
Officer, to attend.

6. Joe PBrady, 135 Broad Street, Hilltown - Questioned H
&£ K Quarry's intent to construct a black top plant in the quarry
lcecated behind their property, and alsce to ingquire as to whether
the Township is invelved in menitoring air and water gquality,
as 1is the DER. Chairman Bennett stated a letfter was received
in January from H & K Quarries regarding the fact they had applied
for a permit tco construct an asphalt plant at this location.
Hilltown Township has 1regquested a copy of the applicaticn
submitted tc¢ DER last week, with no respcnse as of yet. There
is little the Becard can do based on an agreement signed by a
previous Board of Superviscrs in 1981, tc end lawsuits that
were out cof contrcl at that time. Essentially, that agreement
stated that H &% K cculd ultimately have an asphalt plant at
that quarry location, and have a time pericd of 18 months to
bring this plant in tc¢ compliance. After that 18 month time
pericd, H & K would have to c¢lcse up the asphalt plant at the
Blooming Glen quarry locaticon.

Township Sclicitor, Frank Grabowskl further explained that DER
is the agency enfcrcing the Clean Streams and Clean Air Act,
and should he monitoring and enforcing air and water pollution
in this instance. The Township, for the most part, is pre—empted






Feb. 12, 1990 Page 12

such as the Zoning Hearing Board, Park and Recreation Board
and <«thers, who currently have open meetings, still have work
sessions which are not c¢pen for public comment. Chairman Bennett
requested €ime to discuss this matter with the Becard and would
respond at the next Board of Supervisor's Mecting.

Mr. Bennlington stated the current Recycling Committee is a cross
section of seven community members — a nurse, an engineer, a
retiree, an Acme Market employee, a teacher, ete. - trying to
decide how best tec start recycling in the Township. Mrs. Kelly
was responsible for recycling for three years, and 1o progress
was made as far as applying for grants. The current Recycling
Committee will have a public meeting when they come up with
the best methed for pursuling recycling implementation.

Mrs. Kelly responded that she was 1n possession of the grant
forms and had given them to the Township Manager for completion.
Mr. Raudenbush had agreed to complete the forms, however, the
Township Manager said it was his responsiblity to handle the
submission o¢f {forms. Mrs. Kelly further stated that recyecling
has c¢nly been worked on for cne year, she had been actively
working on the Sclid Waste Committee for three years.

8. William Godek, 206 Broad Street- Mr. Godek inguired
if H & K Quarries would be permitted tc run both asphalt plants
consecutively. Mr. Grabewskl responded that the ultimate decisicn
cf the interpretaticn of this contract and of the application
to DER must come frocm the Board c¢f Supervisors, after their
review and perusal of said documents. Mr. Singley did nct feel
it would be in the best infterest of Hilltcocwn Township, at this
meeting, to give a yes or no answer until further review by
the Board. The Air Quality Permit was submitted to DER, and
on Feb. 8, 1990, Mr. Singley received a call from DER office
in Norristown, responding tc our request tc notify Hilltcwn
upcn receipt of the permit. Hilltown Township shceuld be receiving
the copy of the permit within the next week, and it would be
avallable fcr public inspection at that time,

Mr. Godek further questicned whce 1n the Township determines
whether a dwelling should be ccnsidered for condemnation, if
there is a danger of a particular home collapsing. Mr. Godek
feels he has a real concern about his home for the health, safety
and welfare of himself and his family. Mr., Radcliff stated
Hilltown Township does not have an existing structures code
- which is a separate BOCA code the Township chose not to adopt.
Mr. Grabowskl advised 1t depends on the amcunt of danger involved,
and fthat the Zconing Officer and Pclice Department would have
to ascertain the extent cf the problem.

9. Lols Gordon, 414 Broad Street - Ms. Gordon expressed
concern over whether H & K Quarry wcould be 1limited tg¢ either
the ftar and asphalt plant cor to mining and blasting, 1f they
receive the necessary permits. Sshe alsc qguesticned 1f the
contract negotiated 8 years ago is open ended or does it expire
and leave renegcetiations with the Quarry open at a later date.
Chairman Bennett replied that it is Hilltown's understanding
that H & K Quarry would be permitted tc continue their normal
day to day operations with the addition of an asphalt plant.
Mr. Grabowskl explained the contract is a ccntract pericd with
certain provisions which are affected by a ten year period,
but renegotiaticns is nct cne cf them.






