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HI TOffSHIP  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS

REGULARLY  SCHEDULED  MEETING

Monday,  November  25,  1996

7 : 30PM

The  regularly  sch  uled  meeting  of  the  Hilltown  Township  Bo

Supervisors  was  c  led  to  order  by  Chairman  William  H.  Bennet

ae 7:38PM  and  ope  ed with  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.

d of

Jr.

Also  present  were Jack  C.  Fox,  Supervisor

Bruce  G.  Horrocks,  Township  Manager

Francis  X.  Grabowski,  Township  Solicitor

C.  Robert  Wynn,  Township  Engineer

Georqe  C.  Egly,  Chief  of  Police

Lynda  Seimes,  Township  Secretary

In  honor  of  form  r  Supervisor  Betty  J.  Kelly,  who  passed  away

Saturday,  Novernbe  23,  1996,  Chairman  Bennett  asked  for  a  moment

of  silence.  Chai  Bennett  advised  Mrs.  Kelly  served  as Hilltown

Township  Supervis  r  from  1986  until  1992.

i'

Mr.  John  Gerner  o

since  1982  at  the

K-elly  was  elected

suffered  from  t

endured  radiation

srie  had  only  miss

Gerner  recalls  se

slie  came  to  the  N

vi  sited  with  Mrs.

friendly,  and  mor

Kelly  told  Mr.  Ge

It':ad  realized  how

M'rs.  Kelly  was  no

she  tended  to  bre

was  quite  common

acknowledge  any

coriventional  meth

SO Betty  took  it  u

possible.  Mrs.  K

Township  Engineer

iri  a sincere  effo

years  ago,  there  w

a  clandestine  mee

responsible  for  l

the  locks  and  a

Later,  Mr.  Gerner

of  omission,  and

again.  To  the  be

' the  News  Herald  has  covered  Township  meetings

'ormer  municipal  building  in  Blooming  Glen.  Mrs.

in  1985,  and  it  was  discovered  in  1986  that  she

oat  cancer.  Mrs.  Kelly  was  operated  on  and

:herapy  in  1986,  yet  she  very  proudly  stated  that

d one  Township  meeting  due  to  her  illness.  Mr.

ing  Mrs.  Kelly  approximately  six  weeks  ago  when

ws  Herald  office  with  her  son  Jack.  Mr.  Gerner

Kelly  at  the  time,  who  was,  as  usual,  warm  and

concerned  about  his  health  than  her  own.  Mrs.

aer  that  she  had  come  to  say  goodbye  because  she

erious  her  the  situation  was.

a  typical  Supervisor  and  Mr.  Gerner  noted  that

k  the  rules,  if  she  knew  the  rules  at  all.  It
:or  Mrs.  Kelly,  in  the  middle  of  a  meeting,  to

latecomers.  There  were  also  times  when

ds  did  not  seem  to  be  the  answer  to  a  problem,

ion  herself  to  solve  a problem  by  whatever  means

Lly  would  consult  with  the  Township  Manager,  the

the  Township  Solicitor,  or  the  Chief  of  Police

. to  resolve  whatever  issue  might  arise.  Several

ts  an  occasion  when  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held

ing  in  this  Township  building.  Mrs.  Kelly  -was

cking  the  back  door,  however  she  did  not  check

newspaper  reporter  walked  in  on  the  meeting.
:eminded  Mrs.  Kelly  that  she  had  cormnitted  a  sin

he  had  promised  that  she  would  never  do  it

t: of  Mr.  Gerner's  knowledge,  she  never  did.

Iioir.  Gerner  stated  Mrs.  Kelly  was  a  kind,  friendly  woman  who  was

very  proud  of  her  amily,  especially  her  "boys  as  she  called  her
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belonged  to  numerous  civic  and  cornrnunity

took  her  responsibilities  very,  very

Th2r. Gerner  noted  that  when  members  of  a  fire  company  are

riaraorialized,  a  special  honor  is  given  by  devoting  one  entire  page

cf  the  minutes  to  that  person,  listing  only  their  name,  date  of

b'irth  and  date  of  death,  date  of  service,  and  a  copy  of  the

cLi'cuary.  Mr.  Gerner  suggested  this  be  done  in  honor  of  Mrs.

E'elly.  The  Board  was  in  agreement.

y aa4  rman  Bennett  explained  that  he  and  Mrs.  Kelly  were  reasonably

( t-od  friends  and  neighbors  for  many,  many  years,  since  their
).-operties  adjoined  each  other.  Chairman  Bennett's  five  children

i- -':re  approximately  the  same  age  as Mrs.  Kelly's  children,  and  they
l'i<:td  virtually  grown  up  together.  Mrs.  Kelly  and  Chairman  Bennett
2s.+i  a  falling  out  in  1987  when  he  declared  his  candidacy  for

Supervisor,  however  they  both  served  amicably  on  the  Board  together
=-':ir  a  number  of  years.  Chairman  Bennett  agreed  that  Mrs.  Kelly

ttas  a  very  dedicated  public  figure  who  served  on  many  civic,

cl-iaritable,  and  cornrnunity  committees.

i-.,i'iling  hours  for  Mrs.  Kelly  will  be  held  at  Hilltown  Baptist
(-:'iarch  on  Wednesday,  November  27,  1996  from  9:00AM  to  11:OOAM,  with

.'- memorial  service  beginning  at  11:OOAM.

( :iai  rman  Bennett  announced  Supervisor  Bennington  would  not  be  in
.'o::tendance  this  evening,  as  he  was  out  of  town  on business.

,=.  APPROVAL  OF MINUTES:  Action  on the  minutes  of  the  October  28,

 :.96  Board  of  Supervisors  Meetinq:  Motion  was  made  by  Supervisor

F'.':x,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,  and  carried  unanimously  to

:.:pprove  the  minutes  of  October  28,  1996,  as  submitted.

:t;t:ion  on  the  minutes  of  the  November  11,  1996  Worksession  Meetinq:
ia r-ition  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,
r  -,d  carried  unanimously  to  approve  the  minutes  of  the  November  11,
. 996  Worksession  meeting,  as  submitted.

}:  APPROVAL  OF  CURRENT  BILLING:  Chairman  Bennett  presented  the
l. ills  List  dated  November  26,  1996  with  General  Fund  payments  in
':he  amount  of !>51,472.24,  State  Highway  Aid  payments  in  the  amount
t- f  "1,560.32,  and  Escrow  Fund  payments  in  the  amount  of  !>500.00;

o=ir  a grand  total  of all  funds  in  the  amount  of !>53,532.56.

Ii :cion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

: =t:l carried  unanimously  to  approve  the  Bills  List  dated  November

, 1996,  subject  to  audit.

l RESIDENT'S  COMMENTS  ON  CONFIRMED  APPOINTMENTS  ONLY:  None.
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1.

Nichols

Ms.  Ste  hanie  Nichols  -  Green  Meadows  Association

was  not  i  attendance  at  this  time.

Ms.
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to  address  cornmen

1996  Worksession
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there  was  a  refe
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approximately  8

public  knowledge.
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to  control  schoo

correct.  Mr.  Gal

idea,  however  he
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when  the  line  of
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received  from  vo

enormous.  Therefo

taxpayers  about  s

30  years,  than

Supervisors  did.

on  Galardi Election  Da Mr.  Galardi  wished

11,

Mr.

s  made  by  Mrs.  Jean  Bolger  at  the  November

eting  with  regard  to  the  November  election.

accusations  made  by  Mrs.  Bolger  towards  him  were

e.  Mr.  Galardi  made  it  very  clear  that  he  is

representative  from  Republican  Headquarters  in

he  a  resident  of  Bucks  County,  contrary  to  what

ted.  A  few  reasons  Mr.  Galardi  was  involved  in

erendum  question  is  because  he  directly  pays

District  taxes  through  a  small,  cornrnercial

tly  by  his  father,  brother  and  himself.  Mr.

who  live  in  Hilltown  Township  who  are  extremely

ing  school  taxes.  Mr.  Galardi  feels  the  Board

ved  irresponsibly  by  asking  the  taxpayers  to  pay
debt  without  having  a  plan  in  place.  As

on  had  previously  stated  "No  other  municipality

e  bond  issue  without  a plan  -  does  that  make  it

Galardi's  dream  to  one  day  move  into  Hilltown

it  is  not  affordable  because  school  taxes  are

to  address  what  he  said  to  voters  on  Election

Glen  I  and  II  polling  place.  As voters  entered

lardi  simply  asked  them  if  they  were  aware  that
endum  question  on  the  ballot,  and  if  not,  he

of  the  question  and  the  explanation  of  that
s  posted  on  the  door.  Basically,  Mr.  Galardi

thing  more  than  point  to  the  referendum  question
ion,  and  explained  that  the  expense  is

11s  of  a  tax  increase.  This  information  was

Mr.  Galardi  told  voters  that  one  of  the

oals  by  placing  this  question  on  the  ballot  was

taxes,  however  he  did  not  believe  that  was

di  believes  conservation  of  open  space  is  a good
ld  voters  that  he believed  the  Supervisors  were

sue  in  the  wrong  way.  Mr.  Galardi  stated  he did
ers  and  noted  the  only  time  he  spoke  loudly  was

oters  was  serpentined  through  the  lobby  and  out
ime  during  that  entire  day  did  anyone  tell  Mr.
s  out  of  line.  To  the  contrary,  the  thanks  he
ers  for  informing  them  of  the  question,  was

e,  Mr.  Galardi  feels  he  did  more  to  inform
ething  that  would  affect  their  lives  for  up  to

heir  own  committee  people  and  the  Board  of
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Six  conclusion,  Mr.  Galardi  believes  open  space  should  be  preserved

ar'id  agrees  with  Mr.  Grunmeier  that  all  municipalities  within  the

Ferinridge  School  district  should  work  together  to  devise  a  plan  to

protect  open  space  to  be  used  as  a  means  of  controlling  school
'C a X  e S .

:-i-pervisor  Fox  noted  Mr.  Galardi  quoted  Supervisor  Bennington  as

i-aying  that  none  of  the  other  municipalities  passed  an  open  space

: =ferendum  question  without  a  firm  plan  in  place.  Supervisor  Fox

r '.'yi  sed  that  statement  is  incorrect.  Supervisor  Fox  explained  no

:. ':her  municipality  had  a  plan  firmly  in  place  before  a  referendum

qr.estion  was  passed,  not  even  the  County.  Chairman  Bennett

r-::imrn.ented  one  of  his  personal  objections  to  the  open  space

:'.=:fferendum  question  was  that  there  was  no  plan  in  place,  to  which

? i.,,irvisor  Bennington  advised  that  no  other  municipality  who  passed

'  ae  'referendum  question  had  a  plan  either.  Mr.  Galardi  agreed,

i'ii'j  apologized  for  his  incorrect  statement.

C l-i.-iirman  Bennett  contacted  the  Board  of  Elections  following  the

! i-,-,rember  election  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  permissible  for

r("zl-reBiderits  of  the  Township  to  be  present  at  the  polls  on

'. =ction  Day.  More  specifically,  Chairman  Bennett  inquired  as  to

 '=ther  non-residents  are  permitted  at  the  polls  with  regard  to  a

' :''r"iship  issue,  rather  than  a  County  or  State  issue.  Chairman

: i;.n:aett  was  told  by  a  representative  of  the  Board  of  Elections  that

': L'sre  are  no  restrictions  on  non-residents,  except  that  they  can

i :i-:  actually  go  inside  the  polls.

2.  Mr.  Jack  Hetherinqton  - Water  and  Sewer  Authority  Eminent

:tyzain  -  Mr.  Hetherington  of  Hilltown  Pike  received  a  phone  call

. rarri  a  real  estate  appraiser  several  days  ago,  questioning  the  13

S,2  acre  field  across  the  street  from  his  home.  The  real  estate

c ';-(;iraiser  told  Mr.  Hetherington  that  the  Hilltown  Township  Water

. :i  Sewer  Authority  filed  eminent  domain  proceedings  in  September

'-"i  condemn  that  land  in  order  to  construct  a  water  tank.  Mr.

i =L.herington  noted  the  Board  of  Supervisors  discussed  the

 ir;l:rortance  of open space  for  a year,  yet  this  condemnation  has been
; :-:rm.itted.  Mr.  Hetherington  challenged  the  Board  of  Supervisors

-.  put  into  action  what  they  have  been  telling  residents  is  their

,..-ncern  for  open  space.  Mr.  Hetherington  obtained  a  copy  of  the

!.iiice  of  Taking  from  the  courthouse  which  was  filed  by  the

' thority's  solicitor,  Mr.  Grabowski.  Apparently,  the  purpose  of

. is  condemnation  is  to  provide  lands  for  the  Hilltown  Township

V'b'.:er  and  Sewer  Authority  to  install  a  public  water  treatment

(  stribution  system,  a  water  storage  tank,  and  other  pertinent

' ::ilities.  When  Mr.  Hetherington's  wife  and  some  neighbors

I=ended  the  last  Authority  meeting  to  make  inquiries,  they  were

- - eated  disrespectfully  and  rudely,  which  Mr.  Hetherington  felt  was

o -ry  inappropriate.  Mr.  Hetherington  consulted  with  an  engineer

( =j  found  that  the  Authority  is  proposing  a  93  ft.  tall  water  tank
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which  will  coIai
Hetherington's  en

will  have  a  water

at  the  base.  Thi

inch  main,  which

Township.

In  February  of  199

by  the  Water  and

for  their  conside

the  water  tank  on

noted  the  minute

received.  "  The

present  plans  to

for  some  reason,

Accorr:Bnq  to  the

running  12  inch  l

the  needs  of  prov

While  the  Superva

appears  to  Mr.  H

turning  Hilltown

the  same  type  of

Hilltown.  Mr.  Het

Village  Center  is

have  a  facade  tha

of  7the  area  in  o
villages.  Mr.  He

will  destroy  Hill

a million  gallons  of  water.  According  to  Mr.

neer,  this  tank  will  be  42 feet  in  diameter,  and

eight  of  4,175  tons,  with  a p.s.i.  of  40 pounds

tank  will  be  large  enough  to  fill  and  run  a  12

ould  account  for  the  development  of  this  entire

,  the  Township  Manager  presented  plans  prepared

ewer  Authority  to  the  Park  and  Recreation  Board

ation.  The  plan  at  that  time  was  to  construct

he Civic  Field  Park  property.  Mr.  Hetherington

of  that  meeting  state  "No  adverse  cornrnents

ext  step,  according  to  the  Authority,  was  to

e Planning  Cornrnission  for  their  review,  however

the  site  at  the  Civic  Park  was  discarded.

ext  meeting  minutes,  there  was  discussion  about

nes  and  the  needs  of  the  new  school,  as  well  as

ding  water  service  to  the  John  Grasse  School.

ors  were  pushing  to  preserve  open  space,  it

therington  that  the  Authority  is  considering

wnship  into  another  Montgomeryville,  by  placing

ter  tank  right  in  the  middle  of  the  village  of

erington  advised  the  Zoning  Ordinance  states  the

o  be  preserved,  and  that  the  development  is  to

fits  in  with  predominant  historic  architecture

der  to  preserve  the  character  of  the  historic

herington  feels  the  proposal  by  the  Authority

wn  village,  and  the  entire  Township  as  well.

This  evening,  Mr.  etherington  received  a  site  comparison  from  Mr.

Groff,  manager  o  the  Authority,  showing  seven  different  site

proposals,  all  w  hin  the  village  of  Hilltown.  There  may  be

legitimate  water  eeds,  however  Mr.  Hetherington  feels  there  are

several  other  mor  appropriate  sites  to  construct  a  water  tank,

including  the  Ci  ic  Park,  the  Hilltown  Fire  Company,  or  the

gliderport  prope  .  Mr.  Hetherington  wants  to  know  what  the  Board

of  Supervisors  in  nds  to  do  about  this  issue.

Chairman  Bennett  s

that  the  Water  an

construct  a  water

Bennett  was  not  a

cf  was  condemned

ago,  Chairman  Be

tank  site  would  be

Chairman  Bennett

eminent  domain,  a

rxoted  the  Board  o

Sewer  Authority

dictate  to  them,

ated  the  Board  of  Supervisors  js  certainly  aware

Sewer  Authority  has  been  researching  sites  to

ank.  Until  approximately  10  days  ago,  Chairman

are  that  the  site  Mr.  Hetherington  is  speaking

y  the  Authority.  As  recently  as  30  to  60  days

ett  thought  it  had  been  decided  that  the  water

located  on Mill  Road  on  the  Marinucci  property.

s  certain  that  the  Authority  has  the  power  of

does  the  Township.  Further,  Chairman  Bennett

Supervisors  appoints  members  to  the  Water  and

d,  however  the  Board  of  Supervisors  does  not

ey  are  an  independent  Authority.
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t".'.i'ch  due  respect,  Mr.  Hetherington  stated  the  Water  and  Sewer

!.i:ithority  is  not  independent  of  the  Board  of  Supervisor's  governing

]: <:dy.  The  Township  created  the  Water  and  Sewer  Authority,  and  Mr.

}tstherington  feels  the  Supervisors  should  be  controlling  it.  The

:,..pervisors  have  the  power  to  disband  the  Authority  if  it  finds  it

.=i:ting  inappropriately  or  if  it  is  no  longer  needed.  Mr.

l- atherington  has  proof  from  the  Water  and  Sewer  Authority  minutes

t2:at  the  Board  directed  Mr.  Horrocks,  Township  Manager,  to  attend

f-'!-.a  Authority  meetings  all  year  long  in  order  to  provide

' :iformation  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Mr.  Hetherington

- -:allenged  Chairman  Bennett's  statement  that  he  was  not  aware  of

t.ie  Authority's  eminent  domain  proceedings  against  this  particular

:p'eCe  of  property.  It  was  the  Supervisors  who  told  the  Authority

 ii  March  that  they  were  reluctant  to  use  the  land  next  to  the  Civic

}=irk.  Mr.  Hetherington  feels  the  Board  of  Supervisors  sent  the

.i-:.,-chority  away  from  Township  property,  thereby  forcing  them  to

ca,risider  private  property  for  construction  of  the  water  tank.  Mr.

'i-.t-=herington  feels  the  Supervisors  are  responsible  for  this

i-cri-demnation,  and  noted  the  taxpayers  elect  the  Board  of

:o ,pervisors  to  look  out  for  their  best  interests,  not  the  Water  and

: "o-tiyer  Authority  members.

t !  airman  Bennett  wished  to  correct  the  record  on the  point  that  he

i ':.rely  stated  he was  not  aware  of  the  eminent  domain  proceeding  on
of.  Mr.  Hetherington

his  wife  that  eminent

record,  and  wondered  why
of  these  proceedings.

the  discretion  of  the

The  Supervisors

and  they

':-=e  property  Mr.  Hetherington  is  speaking

i :iled  the  Water  and  Sewer  Authority  told

< -':riain  proceedings  are  a matter  of  public

' x.e  Board  of  Supervisors  were  not  aware

i. tairman  Bennett  replied  this  matter  was  at

'=.: 11town  Township  Water  and  Sewer  Authority.

 ,:acurred  that  water  was  needed  in  the  Village  Center,

o. . re  aware  of  the  possible  locations  mentioned  earlier  by  Mr.

l !-i:herington.

r '.  Jim  Groff,  Operations  Manager  of  the  Hilltown  Township  Water

(  .  l  Sewer  Authority,  introduced  Mr.  John  Bender,  a  member  of  the

.  ':hority.  Mr.  Groff  advised  it  was  not  the  Authority's  original

 =ent  to  acquire  the  property  through  eminent  domain.  The

I aperty  in question  was for  sale  and listed  with  a realtor.  The
.- ahority  Board  offered  full  price  for  the  property,  though  the

i 'i'iler  did  not  agree  that  the  price  offered  was  sufficient.  The

t ,:LY alternative,  other  than  filing  for  eminent  domain,  was for  the
- '.:hority  to  sue  the  owner.  The  most  economic  way  for  the

ia vhority  to  obtain  that  property  was  to  file  for  eminent  domain.

'!"  Groff  advised  the  approximate  height  of  the  water  tank  is

H -aposed  at 93 feet,  though  at this  point,  all  engineering  is not
'  i,ally  complete.  An  appropriate  height  will  be  determined  to

.') '>vide  for  the  maximum  fire  protection  and  pressure  to  domestic

. =itomers.  Mr.  Groff  disagreed  with  the  comment  made  by  Mr.
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Mr.  Groff  noted  is  not  the  intent  of  the  Authority  to  be  a

proponent  of  devel  pment  in  the  area,  since  zoning  is  what  controls

development.  As t  the  statement  that  water  makes  it  economically

more  feasible  to  evelop,  Mr.  Groff  disagreed.  It  is  the  Zoning

Ordinance  that  de  ermxnes  what  can  or  cannot  be  built  in  certain
districts  of  the  ship.

With  respect  to  Mr.  Hetherington's  comment  concerning  the

Iiontgomeryville  er  tank,  Mr.  Groff  explained  the  type  of  tank

proposed  by  the  uthority  is  a  ground  tank  which  will  not  be
elevated.

Mr.  John  Bender  of

was  present  at

Hetherington's  wi

eminent  domain  pr

yvith  any  of  tho

recollection,  no  o

thaf  the  Authority

residents,  Mr.  Be

anything,  Mr.  Bend

with  the  time  pres

Mr.  Bender  stated

anyone  else.  Mr.

eloquent  and  ve

intelligent  questa

tl-ie  eminent  domai

that  legal  documen

if  offense  was  ta

Mr.  Bender  apolog

Mr.  Hetherington

development  distr

several  fire  co

pressure  from  the

that  it  is  approp

village  district  i

uses,  Mr.  Hetheri

spggested  the  Aut
Zonipig  and  Subdivi

cf  water  utility  a
Djstrict.  Mr.

attempting  to  do  t

the  Hilltown  Township  Water  and  Sewer  Authority

the  November  Authority  meeting  where  Mr.

and  neighboring  property  owners  questioned  the

eedings.  Though  he  was  not  in  direct  dialogue

e  residents,  to  the  best  of  Mr.  Bender's

e was  treated  with  disrespect.  If  it  did  appear

Board  members  were  rude  and  disrespectful  to  the

er  sincerely  apologized  for  their  actions.  If

r believes  the  Authority  members  are  frustrated

ure  and  the  lack  of  a  suitable  water  tank  site.

o  disrespect  was  meant  for  Mrs.  Hetherington  or

Bender  feels  the  residents  present  were  very

polite,  making  many  good  points  and  asking

ns.  Mr.  Bender  does  recall  the  statement  that

proceedings  were  a  matter  of  public  record  and

s  had  been  filed  concerning  the  eminent  domain.

en  by  the  residents  who  attended  that  meeting,

ed  on  behalf  of  the  Authority  Board  members.

nderstood  Mr.  Groff  to  say  that  the  intense

ct  must  be  served  for  water,  and  he  realizes

nies  have  expressed  concern  about  hydrant

uthority  wells.  If  the  Authority  has  concluded

iate  to  make  the  Hilltown  village  or  any  other
this  Township  subservient  to  municipal  utility

on  believes  they  are  wromg.  Mr.  Hetherington

ority  should  have  more  carefully  reviewed  the

ion/Land  Development  Ordinances  since  this  type
considered  a  conditional  use  in  the  VC  Zoning

therington  agreed  that  the  Authority  is  just

eir  job,  which  was  created  by  the  Board  of
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Supervisors  in  1975  and  again  in  1980,  and  feels  this  matter  is  the

sole  responsibility  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.

Mr.  Groff  advised  the  parcel  in  the  village  of  Hilltown  is  zoned

two  ways,  with  the  front  portion  zoned  VC  and  the  rear  portion

zoned  RR.  According  to  the  Zoning  Ordinance,  municipal  uses  are

permitted  on  Rural  Residential  zoned  properties.  The  reason  for

considering  placement  of  the  water  tank  on  that  property  is  due  to

the  elevation  of  the  site.  The  highest  point  of  the  Township  is

within  the  VC  Zoning  District,  and  the  reason  the  Authority  has

chosen  that  site  is  to  be  able  to  serve  with  gravity.  There  were

also  cornrnents  made  concerning  placement  of  a  building  on  that

property,  which  had  been  discussed  by  the  Authority,  however  Mr.

Groff  noted  no  formal  presentation  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of

Supervisors.  Other  uses  discussed  for  the  remainder  of  that

property  include  donating  it  to  the  Township  for  open  space,  and

also  allowing  the  Sacred  Heart  School  to  use  a  portion  of  the

property  as  athletic  fields.  Another  contributing  factor  is  that

there  is  a  dry  sprinkler  system  in  the  Sacred  Heart  School,  which

could  be  charged  with  the  placement  of  the  water  tank  on  the

neighboring  site.  This  would  lower  the  school's  insurance  rates.

Supervisor  Fox  commented  the  property  in  question  is  zoned  VC  on

the  first  400  ft.  of  the  property,  however  utilities  are  permitted

in  any  zoning  district  in  the  Township.  Other  types  of  facilities,

such  as  storage  buildings  or  office  buildings  would  not  be

permitted  on  the  property  the  water  tank  is  constructed  on.
Supervisor  Fox  wishes,  however,  there  was  a  suitable  location

outside  the  village  of  Hilltown,  which  is  a historic  district.  The

construction  of  a  water  tank  on  that  property  will  interfere  with

Comprehensive  Plan  and  Zoning  Ordinance  requirements.  Supervisor

Fox  stated  he was  unaware,  until  approximately  one  month  ago,  that

'l-he  Marinucci  site  was  no  longer  being  considered.

Supervisor  Fox  supports  a majority  of  the  members  of  the  Water  and

Sewer  Authority  Board,  who  are  capable,  hardworking  individuals,

bvt  he  does  not  necessarily  believe  there  is  a  reason  for

Authorities  at  this  time.  Supervisor  Fox  would  be  willing  to

d4ssolve  the  charter  of  the  Water  and  Sewer  Authority.  He  feels

it  should  remain  as  it  is,  however  the  Board  of  Supervisors  should

retain  a  layer  of  control.

There  is  no  question  in  Supervisor  Fox's  mind  that  the  Township

p-eeds  the  water  and  agreed  that  a  tank  must  be  constructed

somewhere.  No  matter  where  placement  of  the  water  tank  is

u.ltimately  decided,  it  will  affect  someone's  property,  perhaps

lowering  their  property  values  or  affecting  the  aesthetic  value  of

the  area.  Many  years  ago,  the  former  Authority  Manager,  Mr.

Wynkoop,  advised  the  proposed  water  tank  would  be  constructed  near

'che  village  of  Hilltown,  preferably  on  the  three  acres  the  Township
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At  the  time,  Mr.

would  be  appro  a
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height  and  he  di

extra  height  of  t

'that  the  height  o

Mr.  Groff  stated

tall,  will  have  on

It  takes  23  ft.  o

requires  a  min

dwelling.  The  Au

systems  in  each  r

money  to  the  t

available  at  the

that  the  water  ha

the.  Authority  was

would  be  less  pres

means  any  homeo

boaster  pump  syst

home.  Supervisor

placed  in  the  top

create  a  hydropn

Discussion  took  p

valves  required  fo

the  hill.  Mr.  Gro

e1evation  is  bein

p-ressure.  This  i

carry  the  water  d

IvIr.  John  Strauss  o

public  water.  Wh

Strauss  wondered

point.  Mr.  Stra

elevation,  which

'in  his  opinion,  w

service  a  five  o

S'iipervisors  shoul

6etermine  what  the

this  proposal.  Mr

piroblem  in  Hillto

qo'xrug  about  solvi

commented  Mr.  Wei

as  not  part  of  the  Civic  Association  property.

oop  believed  the  height  of  the  water  tank

tely  30  ft.  which  would  provide  adequate  water

the  Township.  Supervisor  Fox  was  agreeable  to

existing  trees  in  the  area  were  70  ft.  tall  and

ed  tank  would  be  unobtrusive.  That  was  the  last

d on  the  subject  until  he  witnessed  test  borings

area  that  he  assumed  extra  parking  for  the

o  be  constructed.  At  that  time,  Supervisor  Fox

er  tank  was  now  being  proposed  at  79  ft.  in

not  understand  the  explanation  given  for  the

water  tank.  Supervisor  Fox  is  very  concerned

the  tank  is  now  being  proposed  at  93  feet.

at  a  million  gallon  water  tank  which  is  50  ft.

y approximately  20  lbs.  of  pressure  at  the  base.

water  to  produce  10  lbs.  of  pressure.  D.E.P.

of  25  lbs.  of  pressure  in  a  single  family

hority  is  hoping  to  avoid  placing  booster  pump

ident's  home,  which  could  cost  a  great  deal  of

yers.  The  higher  the  tank,  the  more  pressure-

se  of  the  tank.  Mr.  Groff  reminded  the  Board

to  flow  to  the  second  floor  of  a  dwelling.  If:

to  construct  a  35  ft.  high  water  tank,  there

ure  at  the  base  than  what  D.E.P.  requires,  whicly

r  connecting  at  that  elevation  would  need  a

in  order  to  provide  water  pressure  to  their
Fox  asked  why  the  water  pressure  could  not  be

f  the  water  tank.  Mr.  Groff  replied  that  would

tic  tank  which  is  a  restrained  air  tank.

ace  concerning  the  need  for  pressure  reducing

the  water  as  it  travels  through  the  lines  down

f  explained  as  the  water  travels  down  the  hill,
gained,  and  will  be  used  to  increase  the  water
why  a  pressure  reducing  valve  would  be used  to

the  hill  towards  South  Perkasie  Road.

1945  Hilltown  Pike  has  no desire  to  connect  to

n  the  water  flows  down  Rt.  152  to  Rt.  113,  Mr.

ow  much  pressure  would  be  available  at  that
ss  believes  that  would  be  a  60  ft.  drop  in

orks  out  to  2.3  lbs.  of  pressure  per  foot,  and
uld  certainly  be  more  than  enough  pressure  to

six  story  building.  Mr.  Strauss  feels  the
place  a  referendum  question  on  the  ballot  to

residents  of  the  village  of  Hilltown  think  about

Strauss  does  not  disagree  that  there  is  a water

Township,  however  he  feels  the  Authority  is
g  this  problem  in  the  wroru;)  way.  Mr.  Strauss

er,  a  member  of  the  Hilltown  Authority,  is
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presently  constructing  a  development  near  the  area  of  South

Perkasie  Road,  and  believes  that  is  why  the  Authority  is  making

this  proposal.  Mr.  Groff  disagreed  and  explained  Mr.  Weidner's

proposed  development  is  not  located  in  the  Hilltown  Authority's

service  district.  Mr.  Strauss  asked  if  the  Hilltown  Authority  will

be  in  a  cooperative  effort  with  Telford  and  Perkasie.  Mr.  Groff

replied  that  they  are.  Mr.  Strauss  noted  that  eventually  some  of

the  water  from  the  proposed  water  tank  will  be  reaching  Mr.

Tieidner's  development.  Mr.  Groff  explained  the  only  reason  for

municipal  interconnections  is  so that  if  any  Authority's  tank  goes

down,  the  another  Authority  can  float  the  downed  system  until  it

can  be  repaired.  D.E.P.  looks  favorably  upon  municipal

interconnects  for  this  very  reason.

l

Mr.  Horrocks  suggested  a  meeting  be  scheduled  with  the  Board  of

Supervisors,  Hilltown  Township  Water  and  Sewer  Authority  Board

members,  and  residents  of  the  village  of  Hilltown  for  further

discussion  on  this  issue.  Mr.  Dave  Sattele  agreed  with  this
suggestion.

Mr.  Hetherington  cornrnented  the  title  to  the  13  1/2  acres  in the
village  of  Hilltown  has  been  transferred  to  the  Water  and  Sewer

Authority.  Mr.  Hetherington  asked  if  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will

d.irect  Solicitor  Grabowski  to  withdraw  those  papers,  and  if  not,

further  discussion  is  pointless.

Mrs.  Alice  Kachline,  who  lives  five  miles  from  the  village  of

Hilltown,  stated  she  has  no  real  personal  interest  in  where  the

water  tank  will  be  placed.  However,  Mrs.  Kachline  does  not

understand  why  the  water  tank  can  not  be  constructed  on  the  fire

company  property,  where  it  would  be  hidden  from  view  along  Rt.  152.

Chairman  Bennett  assured  Mrs.  Kachline  that  the  site  to  the  rear

of  the  fire  company  will  be  further  investigated.  Mrs.  Kachline
stated  it  had  previously  been  investigated,  though  that  proposed

site  was  suddenly  discarded  with  no  explanation.

Unless  the  Board  of  Supervisors  stops  the  eminent  domain

proceedings  on  this  parcel  in  the  village  of  Hilltown,  Mr.

Hetherington  commented  the  Hilltown  Township  Water  and  Sewer

Authority  has legal  title  to those  13  1/2  acres.  Discussion  took
place  concerning  the  eminent  domain  proceedings.  Simplistically,

Solicitor  Grabowski  stated,  a  title  passes  once  a  declaration  of

taking  is  filed  with  the  Prothonatary  and  the  Recorder  of  Deeds

office  in  the  County.  However,  Solicitor  Grabowski  noted  the

property  owner  has  the  right  to  contest  the  taking  of  the  property.

Further,  the  condemnor,  whether  it  be  an  Authority  or  a

municipality,  has  the  right  to  relinquish  the  title  to  the  former

cwners  within  one  year.  There  are  also  many  forms  of  compensation

ffor  the  property  to  be  considered,  including  real  estate  value,

damages  for  improvements  to  the  property,  etc..  Solicitor
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S nappropriate.  Ch

since  no  matter

'l'ownship,  some  r

disagreed,  and  st

of  the  village  of

C.hairman  Bennett

rrieeting  reconven

the  Hilltown  Authority  has  filed  a  declaration

operty  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush.  Mr.  and  Mrs.

an  attorney.  As  Mr.  Groff  previously  stated,

nal  agreement  of  sale  offered  for  the  property,

ng  agreement  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  had  with  a

ocated  in  Lansdale.  The  Authority  offered  full

erty,  but  that  offer  was  refused  by  the  owners.

the  agreement  of  sale  through  legal  channels,

ed  to  obtain  the  property  through  eminent  domain

re  is  an  understanding  between  the  Hilltown

ush  at  this  time,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush  do  have

st  the  declaration  for  a  period  of  time,  during

ill  take  place  concerning  compensation  for  the

is  not  resolved,  the  property  owners  have  every

taking  of  the  property  by  way  of  preliminary

time,  both  the  property  owner  and  the  Authority

erty  appraised.

feels  there  is  precedence  in  this  Township,

Supervisor  Barney  Grunmeier  was  chairman,  the

condemned  property  on  Fairhill  Road,  just  off

ction  of  this  municipal  building.  The  Authority

condemnation  because  it  was  not  considered

etherington  contends  that  this  proposal  is  also

arman Bennett  felt  this  matter  is  a nirnby  issue,

here  a  water  tank  is  proposed  in  Hilltown

sidents  will  be  unhappy.  Mr.  Hetherington

ed  a  water  tank  does  not  belong  in  the  middle

illtown.

alled  for  a  five  minute  recess  at  8:50PM.

at  9 : 00PM.
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Motion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

and  carried  unanimously  to  authorize  release  of  the  ten  escrows,

as  noted  above.

2.  Mr.  Horrocks  advised  the  Zoning  Hearing  Board  will  hold

a  hearing  on  December  5,  1996.  AS  the  Township's  acting  Zoning

Officer,  Mr.  Horrocks  requested  the  Board  authorize  the  Township

Solicitor  to  represent  the  Township's  interest  for  the  Pileggi

Zoning  Hearing.

Since  he  believes  the  Township  never  seems  to  win  any  cases  when

represented  by  the  Township  Solicitor's  office,  Supervisor  Fox

recormnended  outside  legal  counsel  be  retained  to  represent  the

Township  at  the  Pileggi  zoning  hearing.  Discussion  took  place.

Motion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

and  carried  unanimously  to  retain  outside  legal  counsel,  preferably

Mr.  Jack  Hetherington,  or  in  the  event  he  is  not  available,  Mr.

Frank  Buschman,  to  represent  Hilltown  Township  at  the  Pileggi

Zoning  Hearing  to  be  held  on  December  5,  1996.

3.  Mr.  Horrocks  requested  Board  approval  to  advertise  the

proposed  1997  Budget,  which  he  explained  is  not  yet  complete  due

to  outstanding  negotiation  issues  with  the  Police  Department.

Motion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

and  carried  unanimously  to  advertise  the  proposed  1997  budget  for

possible  adoption  at  the  December  23,  1996  Board  of  Supervisors

meeting.

Chairman  Bennett  cormnented  the  proposed  budget  is  95%  complete,  and

he  believes  there  will  be  no  Hilltown  Township  tax  increase  for

1997.

F. CORRESPONDENCE:  None.

G.  SOLICITOR'S  REPORT

Solicitor

Mr.  Francis  X.  Grabowski,  Township

Glen  Subdivision,  which  is  a

Road,  Solicitor  Grabowski  is

Subdivision/Land  Development
for  this  development.

1.  With  regard  to  the  Orchard

34  lot  subdivision  located  on Orchard

seeking  Board  approval  to  accept  the

Agreement  and  Financial  Security  Agreement

Mation  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

arid carried  unanimously  to  accept  the  Subdivision/Land  Development
Agremeement  and  Financial  Security  Agreement  for  the  Orchard  Glen

Subdivision.

Solicitor  Grabowski  presented  an  easement  agreement  for  the  right-
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of-way  of  road  fr  ntage  along  Orchard  Road  and  Hillcrest  Road  for
the  Orchard  Glen  ubdivision.

Motion  was  made  b

and  carried  unano

declaration  of  ea

Orchard  Road  and

Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

ously  to  adopt  Resolution  #96-34  to  accept  the
t for  the  right-of-way  of  road  frontage  along

' 11crest  Road  for  the  Orchard  Glen  Subdivision.

Solicitor  Grabows  presented  the  Deed  of  Dedication  for  open  space

for  the  Orchard  G en  Subdivision  for  the  Board's  consideration.

Motion  was  made  b  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

and  carried  un  a usly  to  adopt  Resolution  #96-35  to  accept  the

apen  space  for  the  Orchard  Glen  Subdivision  and  to  adopt  Resolution

#96-36  to  Declare  Public  Purpose  for  open  space  for  the  Orchard
Glen  Subdivision.

2.  Solicit

i ocated  across  the

ariginal  Endslow  p

S41bert  and  his

Board  several  mon

sabdivision  plan

pamphouse.  The  Su

tc  remain  if  Mr.  S

'J'cwnship  from  any

c.j  the  pumphouse

executed  an  appro

Lefore  the  Board

br:otion  was  made  b

a.nd  carried  unana

Silbert  and  Ms.

l'!llmphOuSe,  aS Spe

r  Grabowski  advised  the  existing  farmhouse

street  from  the  Township  building  js  part  of  the

operty.  The  farmhouse  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Cra3q

afe,  Karen  Riley.  Mr.  Silbert  was  before  the

hs  ago  seeking  an  exemption  from  the  original

hich  required  the  demolition  of  the  existing

ervisors  were  willing  to  allow  for  the  pumphouse

lbert  and  his  wife  would  agree  to  indemnify  the

liability,  should  an  incident  occur  as  a  result

remaining.  Mr.  Silbert  and  Ms.  Riley  have

iate  Agreement  of  Indemnity,  which  is

as  evening  for  acceptance.

Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

ously  to  accept  the  letter  of  agreement  of  Mr.

ley  to  allow  for  the  continued  location  of  the

afied  above.

3.  With  r

concerning  a  prop

explained  the  a

Eoard  for  relief.

::tpplicant,  yet  ce

'-;'ownship  cited  th

District  Justice

t.he  agreement  the

y. rovides  for  comp

'1F796.  Further,  t

costs,  Hilltown  T

d  to  an  ongoing  zoning  violation  matter

rty  located  on  Mill  Road,  Solicitor  Grabowski

icant  had  appeared  before  the  Zoning  Hearing

The  Zoning  Hearing  Board  ruled  against  the

ain  violations  on  the  property  continue.  The

property  owners,  and  the  matter  appeared  before

ffney.  Solicitor  Grabowski  presented  a copy  of

property  owners  are  willing  to  abide  by,  which

aance with  the  Zoning  Ordinance  by  December  31,
e  property  owners  have  agreed  to  pay  all  court

ship  legal  fees,  and  violation  fees.

Si.;oL ervisor  Fox co  ented  he is not  happy  with  the  deals  being  made
t-.a'ith  violators  af  er  they  refuse  to  follow  Township  Ordinances,

iiemever  in  this  pa  icular  circumstance,  it  appears  it  is  the  best
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t4'.a  Township  can  do.

Motion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,

and  carried  unanimously  to  accept

§:L/550.00  fee  from  the  Teeds.

seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

the  agreement,  along  with  the

H. PLANNING  -  Mr.  C.  Robert  Wynn,  Township  Enqineer

1.  Woolslaqer  Subdivision

is  a  lot  line  adjustment  plan

'T'winbrook  Road  and  Callowhill

unanimously  recommended  final

fcllowing:

(Final)  -  Mr.  Wynn  advised  this

located  at  the  intersection  of

Road.  The  Planning  Commission

approval,  conditional  upon  the

Concrete  monuments  must  be  installed  at  all  changes  in

direction  of  the  outboundary  of  the  property  and  at  all

corners  of  lots  where  property  markers/monuments  do not
currently  exist.

Parcel  to  be  consolidated  with  adjoining  lands  of  TMP

#15-28-154  must  be  included  in  a  new  deed  with  a  single

outboundary  description  recorded  at  the  Bucks  County

Courthouse.

M.ot-ion  was  made  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

and  carried  unanimously  to  grant  final  approval  to  the  Woolslager

Scibdivision,  pending  completion  of  the  outstanding  conditions  as

:ncted  above.

(Preliminary)  -This  preliminary

was  unanimously  recornrnended  for

for  non-compliance  with  Zoning

Wynn  advised  a  120  day  extension

No  action  required.

2.  Marinucci  Subdivision

subdivision  located  on  Mill  Road

denial  by  the  Planning  Cornrnission

and  Subdivision  requirements.  Mr.

was  received  on  November  21,  1996.

I ENGINEERING  -  Mr.  C.  Robert  Wynn,  Township  Enqineer

1.  Hilltown  Hunt  Stormwater  Runoff  -  Mr.  Wynn  presented  an

update  regarding  stormwater  run-off  iSSueS  relating  to  the  Hilltown

Hant  Subdivision  and  detention  basin.  Mr.  Wynn  has  been  in

djscussions  with  the  developer  and  the  contractor  in  order  to

5mprove  conditions  by  enlarging  the  basin  and  increasing  control

in  the  outlet  of  the  basin.  Mr.  Wynn  will  meet  with  the  developer

tomorrow,  and  hopes  to  provide  a proposal  for  the  Supervisors  by
next  week.

2.  St.  Phillips  Church  -  Parkinq  Lot  -  Part  of  the  Board's

approval  of  the  St.  Phillips  Church  expansion  project  was  a

requirement  of  a !>12,000.00  Letter  of  Credit  to  guarantee  that
within  two  years  of  occupancy  of  the  church,  the  rear  parking  area
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woi,ild  be  paved.  . Wynn  advised  paving  has  now  been  completed  and
the  applicant  has  requested  they  be  released  from  their  Letter  of
Credit.

Motion  was  made  b

and  carried  unana

for  St.  Phillips

Credit.

Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by  Chairman  Bennett,

usly  to  accept  completion  of  the  paving  project

hurch  and to release  their  !>12,000.00  Letter  of

J s

K.

LINENS  FOR  S GNATURE:

1.  Bearing  and  Drives  (Jo-Meg  Assoc.  )

RESIDENT'S  C S:

1.  Mr.  Ha  es  Ramsey  of  Hilltown  Pike  did  not  fully

uriderstand  Solici  or  Grabowski's  explanation  of  the  condemnation

piroceedings  on th  property  targeted  for  construction  of  the  water

tank.  Mr.  Ramsey  elieves  the  Hilltown  Water  and  Sewer  Authority

riow  holds  title  t  that  property  by  virtue  of  the  filing  of  the

ccndemnation.  Mr.  Ramsey  understands  that  the  remaining  procedures

.1 eft  to  be  complet  include  the  matter  of  negotiation  of  the  price

c'r  the  previous  p  perty  owners  could  attempt  to  get  that  property

:t:ack.  Solicitor  abowski  replied  that  is  correct.

Further,  Mr.  Rams

"rrianager  of  the  Au

Sapervisors  this

Ramsey  believes  th

the  Board  of  Supe

aqrees  with  Mr.

responsibility  to

ex'ists  under  the

Siapervisors.  Mr.

does  not  absolve

=L0  represent  the

y  felt  it  was  ridiculous  that  Mr.  Groff,  the

hority,  had  to  be  interviewed  by  the  Board  of

vening  as  to  the  status  of  this  project.  Mr.

re  is  absolutely  no  working  relationship  between

isors  and  the  Hilltown  Authority.  Mr.  Ramsey

Hetherington  that  the  Supervisors  have  the

resolve  this  matter,  and  stated  the  Authority

charter  provided  to  them  by  the  Board  of

ey  feels  the  existence  of  the  Authority  board

e  Board  of  Supervisors  of  their  responsibility

sidents  of  Hilltown  Township.

M-r.  Ramsey  can  not  recall  attending  a public  meeting  that  was  more

condescending,  mo  e  patronizing,  more  aloof,  and  more  omnipotent
in  its  presentataon  than  the  last  Authority  meeting  which  he

c-ittended.  Mr.  ey  specifically  referred  to  the  attitude  of  Mr.

:Ecott  Tagg,  Mr.  rank  Beck,  and  Mr.  Ray  Weidner.  Mr.  Ramsey

riaggested  the  Bo  d  of  Supervisors  demand  that  the  Authority

t.r+f.thdraw  the  emine  t  domain  proceedings  immediately  until  the  Board

of  Supervisors  mo  e  fully  understands  the  status  of  the  matter.

('hairman  Bennett

o-t'i t-I!'i the  Board  of

rext  two  weeks.

ated  it  is  his  intention  to  schedule  a meeting

pervisors  and  the  Hilltown  Authority  within  the
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2.  Mrs.  Jean  Bolger,  who  is  a  former  Seidel  Water  Company

ciastomer,  has  a  history  with  the  Hilltown  Authority.  For  years

Mrs.  Bolger  has  been  unable  to  operate  more  than  one  source  of

water  simultaneously  in  her  home  due  to  lack  of  pressure.  Many

years  ago,  Mr.  Wynkoop  installed  two  gauges  in  Mrs.  Bolger's  home,

that  shows  the  water  pressure  is  normally  12  or  15  p.s.i.  on  a

regular  basis.  Mrs.  Bolger  pays  the  same  rates  as  those  customers

located  on  Audrey  Lane,  just  down  the  street  from  her  home,  who  are

averaging  50  lbs.  or  more  of  pressure.  She  is  very  unhappy  with

the  service  provided  by  the  Hilltown  Authority,  and  agreed  with

statements  made  by  Mr.  Hetherington  and  Mr.  Ramsey.  Mrs.  Bolger

urged  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  dissolve  the  Hilltown  Township

Water  and  Sewer  Authority.

3.  Mr.  John  Perritt,  president  of  the  Silverdale  Fire

Company,  was  in  attendance  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  increased

frinding  for  the  Silverdale  Fire  Company.  Mr.  Perritt  provided  the

following  surnrnary:  On  April  4,  1996,  Chief  Stockert  prepared  an
excellent  report  relating  to  the  growth  and  development  of  the

Silverdale  coverage  district,  and  a comparison  of  funding  among  the

seven  fire  companies.  Using  this  report  and  other  data,  Mr.

Perritt  advised  that  since  1986,  ten  developments  have  been

constructed  within  the  Silverdale  district.  Two  of  those

developments  consist  of  over  100  dwellings,  and  three  of  those

developments  consist  of  over  50  dwellings.  Mr.  Perritt  wakes  up

each  morning  to  the  sound  of  bulldozers  behind  his  home  on  Orchard

Road  for  the  construction  of  another  development.  Since  1993,

S5 lverdale  Fire  Company's  area  alarms  have  doubled  in  Hilltown

Township.  There  are  as  many  or  more,  residential  homes  to  provide

fire  protection  for  in  the  Silverdale  coverage  district,  excluding

Silverdale  Borough,  than  the  remaining  six  fire  districts.  Seventy

percent  of  the  Silverdale  Fire  Company's  funding  comes  from
Hilltown  Township.  While  Silverdale  Fire  Company  covers  almost  80%
of  the  combined  areas  of  Hilltown's  station  60  and  61,  Mr.  Perritt

neted  Silverdale  receives  only  33% of  the  funding  that  the  Hilltown

F4re  Company  currently  receives.  Mr.  Perritt  feels  this  is  an

inadequate  distribution  of  funds,  though  it  is  not  to  say  that
Hilltown  Fire  Company  may  not  need  100%  or  more  of  the  funding  they
c'arrently  receive.  In  reports  forwarded  this  month  by  Mr.  Horrocks

from  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau  meeting  in  October,  all  seven  fire

companies  agreed  that  the  current  funding  distribution  should  be

changed,with  a  recornrnendation  for  distribution  being  made  to  the
Board  of  Supervisors.  Three  meetings  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau

were  proposed  for  January,  February,  and  March  of  1997  for  the
seven  presidents  of  the  fire  companies  to  jointly  review  and  make

a  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  fair  and

equitable  distribution  of  the  1997  funds.  While  reviewing  the

p:i-oposed  1997  budget  during  the  next  few  weeks,  Mr.  Perritt  hopes

the  Board  has  listened  not  only  to  Silverdale  Fire  Company's

appeals,  but  to  those  of  each  and  every  fire  company  who  services
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.Pilltown  Township  While  development  provides  an  opportunity  for

families  to  real  ze  their  dreams,  the  burden  to  protect  those

6reams  grows  heav  er  on  each  volunteer  fire  company.

Mr.  Horrocks  cornrn  ted  the  Fire  Protection  Bureau  will  be  reviewing

the  fund  distribu  ion  procedure  during  the  first  quarter  of  1997.

lyar.  Horrocks  remi  ded  Mr.  Perritt  that  when  the  Fire  Fund  Budget

is  approved  in  December,  it  does  not  necessarily  reflect  specific

contributions.  Supervisor  Fox  assured  Mr.  Perritt  that  each  of  the

triree  Supervisors  are  unified  over  the  issue  of  funding  for  the

f:re  companies  and  hopes  the  matter  of  an  equitable  distribution

c:an  be  rectified  in  1997.

Zoning  Hearing  Board  members

weeks  of  very  informative

a  full  report  at  the  Board's

Fox  congratulated  the  members

attendance  at  these  classes.

4.  Mr.  John  Snyder  advised  all

'bave  successfully  completed  three

training.  Mr.  Snyder  will  present

1 ast  meeting  in  December.  Supervisor

c'if  the  Zoning  Hearing  Board  on  their

L SUPERVISOR'S  COMMENTS:  None.

Al.  PRESS  CONFERENCE:  A  conference  was  held  to  answer  questions

r.f  those  reporters  present.

1. - ADJOURNMENT:  Upon  motion  by  Supervisor  Fox,  seconded  by

Chairman  Bennett,  and  carried  unanimously,  the  November  25,  1996

;ioard  of  Supervisors  Meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:55PM.

Rt=spectfully  submitted

.i.vnda  Seimes
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